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Veep wants to send 
Pinoy cops to Sydney | 


By TJ BURGONIO AND BETH PANGO-FRIAS 


VICE President and Foreign Secretary Teofisto 
Guingona wants to send a team of investiga- 
tors to Australia to help solve the brutal mur- 
der of three members of a Filipino-Australian 
family. 
Guingona has raised the matter with officials 
of the Australian Embassy in Manila and is 
VEEP/ A7 
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SERIOUSLY now, what is the real stato of the nation? Or, so President Macapagal appears to be 
saying to Defense Secretary Angelo Reyes after conferment rites for masteral graduates in national 
security administration of the National Defense College held in Malacañang on Tuesday. 


Peso tumbles to 53.95 
against the US dollar 


By CLARISSA S. BATINO 


‘THE PESO yesterday tumbled to 53.95 against 
the US dollar, its lowest level under the Macapagal 
administration, amid calls for the central bank to 
intervene aggressively to check the slide. 

Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas Governor Rafael 
Buenaventura, however, ruled out intervention 
and raising interest rates as options to defend 
the peso, 

‘Analysts said the BSP had little choice but to 


Senate, House 
still squabbling 
on leadership 


By JULIET JAVELLANA, 
ARMAND N. NocuM 
AND ROCKY NAZARENO 


DISTRESSING is the state of both Houses of 
Congress five days before it opens on Monday. 

There are four unyielding aspirants in the 
ruling People Power Coalition (PPC) for the 
presidency of the Senate. The standoff could 
split the coalition wide open giving the opposi- 
tion party the opportunity to seize the top post. 

The same thing could happen in the Lower 
House where top officials of two parties allied 
with the PPC are contending for the speakership: 
Rep. Florencio Abad, president of the Liberal 
Party, and Rep. Jose de Venecia, secretary gen- 
eral of Lakas-NUCD, the party of President 
Macapagal-Arroyo. 

This may be why despite her insistence not 
to interfere in the leadership fight in Congress, 
President Macapagal will meet with the conten- 
tious candidates before the 12th Congress opens. 

Presidential spokesperson Rigoberto Tiglao 
said in a radio interview yesterday that the Presi- 
dent remains confident the administration bets 
will make it, 

‘The President herself may have added to the 
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let the peso fall given the formidable array of 
domestic and external forces ranged against the 
local currency, like the Basilan hostage crisis, 
budget deficit and fears of repercussions from, 
Argentina's financial crisis. 

‘The peso hit an intra-day low of 53.955 against 
the US dollar on the spot market. Volume re- 
mained light at $49.5 million, down from $50.4 
million on Monday when the peso closed at 53.71. 

Currency watchers said the tight supply of 
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‘AND the winner is Sen. Juan Flavier for Sen, Loren Legarda during another meeting of 
Including Senators Ralph Recto, Kiko Pangilinan and Manuel Villar, to resolve the divisive issue of leadership. 


country? 


SMOKE cigarettes, die 
early, save a lot of 
money. 

‘According to an 
‘economic analysis by the 
cigarette company Philip 
Morris, cigarette con- 
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Police to do 
a Basilan in 
Metro Manila 


Crackdown 
on kidnappers, 
‘kotong’ cops 


By JULIET L. JAVELLANA 
AND TONETTE OREJAS 


THE CRACKDOWN on Abu Sayyaf 
members'and supporters in the South 
will be replicated by the Philippine 
National Police, this time on kidnap- 
ping-for-ransom syndicates in Metro 
Manila. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo yesterday gåve 
PNP Director General Leandro Mendoza “strong 
marching orders” to focus on kidnapping syndi- 
cates and kotong (mulcting) cops in the next 
two weeks. 

“(Mendoza) said there would be a similar 
version of the (Armed Forces’) offensives against 
the Abu Sayyaf in the next two weeks. They 
will be producing results, there will be arrests,” 
Rigoberto Tiglao, spokesperson for the Presi- 
dent, told reporters after a lengthy Cabinet meet- 
ing yesterday. 

Tiglao said there would be no warrantless 
arrests because the police had built a dossier on 
the kidnapping-for-ransom syndicates that had 
been under surveillance for the past two months. 

“(The police) said this would be a renewed 
offensive . . . They have pinpointed certain kid- 
napping gangs and they expect major arrests in 
the next two weeks,” he said. 

“There would be no (zoning), just an equiva- 
lent of what is being done in Basilan, which 
means they will be arresting people against 
whom they have built a lot of intelligence data,” 
he added. 

‘As though to set the tone, intelligence agents 
arrested four Indians, all suspects in three cases 
involving a large kidnapping-for-ransom syndi 
cate in Central Luzon, in separate operations in 
Tarlac and Pampanga last week. 

Reports from the Bureau of Immigration and 
the National Bureau of Investigation identified 
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4 more Abus 
fallin Basilan 


ISABELA CITY, Basilan—Four 
more suspected Abu Sayyaf 
members and supporters were 
separately arrested on Monday, 
bringing to 37 the total number 
of persons apprehended in the 
province since the government 
launched its crackdown on the 
bandit group last week. 

Maj. Alberto Gepilano, civil- 
military operations officer Of the 
Joint Task Force Comet, said the 
four were undergoing’ tactical 
interrogation at the 103rd Army 
Brigade headquarters here. 

In Davao City, Armed Forces 
spokesperson Brig. Gen. 
Edilberto Adan said military men 
coddling the Abu Sayyaf would 
be the next target, 

Adan said members of the 
Philippine National Police were 
among those earlier arrested in 


the crackdown. “Of the 54 ar- 
rested Abu Sayyaf supporters, 
some are policemen. Then we 
will go to the military,” he said. 

In Manila, President 
Macapagal-Arroyo assured the 
people that the Abu Sayyaf 
would be dismantled “in a mat- 
ter of time.” 

“I know that progress in 
Basilan and Sulu can only come 
if we destroy the enemies of 
peace and order. The Abu Sayyaf 
and their cohorts are the Fili- 
pino people's enemy,” the Presi- 
dent said in a speech at 
yesterday's conferment rites of 
Class 36, Master in National Se- 
curity Administration, of the 
National Defense College of the 
Philippines in Malacañang. 

“They are on the run and soon 
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Gov’t agents arrest 
2 alleged ABB leaders 


By CARLITO PABLO 


mander of the urban hit squad Alex 
Boncayao Brigade (ABB) and sec- 
retary of the Partido Marxista- 
Leninista ng Pilipinas (PMLP), and 
Rolando Marcelo, alleged head of 
the PMLP's education department. 

Singh is also known as Roland 
and Bombay while Marcelo is 
known as Joel, according to the 
Army chief. 

Sources said Singh and Marcelo 
were arrested because PMLP was 
allegedly joining rallies of the sup- 
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No budget 
for 2002 in 
GMA ‘Sona’ 


BECAUSE of the financial jitters, 
President Macapagal-Arroyo will 
not be able to submit the proposed 
budget for next year to the 12th 
Congress when it opens on Mon- 
day, Budget Secretary Emilia 
Boncodin yesterday said 

The President is scheduled to 
deliver her first State of the Nation 
‘Address (Sona) before the joint ses- 
sion of the Senate and the House of 
Representatives on July 23. 

“We cannot submit a budget pro- 
posal for the Sona because we do 
not want to be in a hurry. Because 
of these financial jitters, we want 
to submit a very realistic budget,” 
Boncodin said in a radio interview. 

Boncodin said she told Ms 
Macapagal that the budget proposal 
could be submitted two weeks after 
the Sona, 

‘The budget secretary said that 
under the law, the budget proposal 
could be submitted one month after 
the opening of the regular session 
of Congress. 

Boncodin said the Ramos ad- 
ministration was able to submit a 
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TWO SUSPECTED leaders of a 
communist splinter group report- 
edly allied with deposed President 
Joseph Estrada were arrested last 
Monday in Quezon City for alleg- 
ediy planning to sow disorder dur- 
ing President Macapagal-Arroyo's 
State of the Nation Address (Sona) 
on July 23, 

Army chief Lt. Gen. Jaime de 
los Santos identified the two as 
Danilo Singh, alleged national com- 


snators belonging to the People Power Coalition 
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Gloria unfazed 
by Loi’s phone 


By JULIET L. JAVELLANA 


PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo was so busy 
crafting her first major speech that she hardly 
paid attention to the reported “Gloria Labandera” 
ringing tone of new Sen. Luisa “Loi” Ejercito 
Estrada's cellphone. ae 

“She’s not angry about it,” her spokesperson 
Rigoberto Tiglao said. 

"Tiglao reiterated that the President takes no 
offense at being called Gloria, the laundry 
woman, because her paternal grandmother was 
actually one. 

“In fact, she was really happy that a soap 
‘manufacturer gave her samples of the Gloria 
Labandera soap. She's not ashamed that her 
‘grandmother is a laundry woman,” Tiglao added. 

He was referring to the new soap manufac- 
tured by Unilever in her honor. The soap would 
probably form part of the relief goods the Presi- 
dent and her cabinet would distribute to the poor. 

Ejercito’s favorite ringing tone was revealed 
when her cellphone rang as she was holding a 
press conference at the Senate. 

‘Tiglao had said the President had been reach- 
ing out to opposition senators because she is the 
President ofall 
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By CATHY C. YAMSUAN 


ALLIED people’s organizations 
yesterday asked the Supreme 
Court to stop the implementation 
of the new Power Reform Law 
saying it was unconstitutional. 

Tn a 35-page supplemental peti- 
tion, the groups, led by the Bagong 
Alyansang Makabayan and Bayan 
Muna, said the plan to restructure 
and privatize the National Power 
Corp. was a “flagrant violation” of 
the Constitution. 

The petition, drafted by the Public 
Interest Law Center, said Republic Act 
9136, or the Electric Power Industry Re- 
form Act of 2001, would favor giant 
electricity monopolies owned and oper- 
ated by the Lopez and Aboitiz families. 

The petitioners fear that consumers 
would bear the burden of increasing 
electricity costs once Napocor is priva- 
tized and the energy industry 
deregulated. 

They also expressed concem over 
the dislocation of Napocor employees. 

Even before RA 9136 was passed, 
the Napocor Employees Union had filed 
a petition questioning the restructuring 
and dislocation of employees of the gov- 
emment corporation. 

RA 9136 provides for the sale of 
Napocor’s generation and supply sec- 
tors to private investors, while retain- 
ing regulation of its transmission and 
distribution sectors. 

The people’s organizations ques- 
tioned Sections 28 and 45 of RA 9136 


“insofar as they tend to perpetuate 
monopoly control of the energy in- 
dustry and violate the equal protec- 
tion clause and anti-monopoly provi- 
sions of the Constitution as stated in 
its Article XII Section 19. 

They charged that Section 28 i 
ticular, was “intended to benefit” big 
distribution facilities, including the 
Metro Manila-based Manila Electric 
Co., Davao Light and Power Co., 
Cotabato Light and Power Co., and San 
Femando Light and Power Co. 

They said these distribution utilities 

vere “identified with some of the most 
powerful families in the country with 
ties to the principal sponsors of the law.” 

‘The Lopez family owns Meralco 
while the (other) three huge distribu- 
tion utilities are owned by the Aboitiz 
family. 

The groups said the law discrimi- 
nates against small distribution utili- 
ties, singling them out for “de-monopo- 
lization and shareholding dispersal” as 
well as subjecting them to other r 
strictions, while big distribution 
ties, holding companies and control- 
ling shareholders of listed companies 
are shielded from such measures. 

They added that the law also dis- 
criminates against entities engaged in 
transmission and distribution which, 
unlike those engaged in the generation 
and supply of electricity, are subject to 
the franchise requirement rule and rate- 
fixing regulations. 

The groups argued that power 
generation and supply are by na- 


ture public utilities. 

But in exempting public utilities from 
the franchise requirement, RA 9136 vio- 
lated Article XII Section 11 of the Con-i 
stitution, they said, i 

Another constitutional violation in- -f 
volves RA 9136's allowing private en- 
tities, including foreign corporations, to 
directly engage in hydro- and geothermal 
power generation, the groups said. 

The generation of hydro- and; 
geothermal power in Philippine terri- 
tory, which involved the “development ' 
or utilization of natural resources,” can- 
not be undertaken by individuals or cor- ; 
porations except through co-production, ,” 
joint venture or production sharing.) 
agreement with the state in accordance 
with Article XII, Section 2 of the Con- 
stitution, they said. A 

The government had promised resi- i 
dential end rate reductions of 30 per, 
kilowatt hour once the law was passed, 

It also promised a socialized pricing 
mechanism called a lifeline rate for ` 
marginalized consumers. 

‘The groups noted that “marginalized” 
has not been clearly established under -, 
the law, along with the computation of 
the lifeline rate 

‘The government is poised to absorb a«i 
portion of Napocor’s financial obligations, 
amounting to not more than P200 billion. 

But since Napocor’s privatization 
would result in P352 billion in net 
stranded costs, the government's target 
selling price of $4.5 billion would not i 
be enough to cover debts amounting to * 
$6.7 billion, the groups warned. 


Power producers seek fair abs 


THE CONTROVERSIAL Power Re- 
form Law will be effective in imple- 
menting reforms in the power sector 
only if the goverment comes up with 
fair and acceptable implementing rules 
and regulations for consumers and in- 
dustry players. 

This is the position of the country’s 
independent power producers (IPPs), 
which supply more than half of the 
country's power requirements, 

David Tan, president of the Philip- 
pine Independent Power Producers 
Association (PIPPA), said that while 
IPPs are encouraged by government 
efforts to solve the problems of the 
industry, the government should im- 
mediately address critical issues in 
implementing the power bill to fully 
realize the benefits of privatization 
and power deregulation. 

‘The recently enacted Omnibus Power 


Act calls for the privatization of the 
cash-strapped National Power Corp. as 
part of the restructuring of reforms to 
be implemented in the industry. 

Tan, in a press statement, cited the 
following critical areas under the power 
bill that must be attended to immedi- 
ately: 

© To set up acceptable implement- 
ing rules and regulations. 

© To establish the terms of reference 
on Napocor's asset tenders/biddings. 

To design spot market rules to en- 
sure real, competition in power rate set- 
ting, 

© To ensure the integrity, compe- 
tence, independence and judiciousness 
of the Energy Regulatory Commission 
(ERC). 

Tan said IPPs are further encour- 
aged by the government's demonstrated 
adherence to the terms of the build- 


operate-transfer contracts, which will be 
looked at favorably when IPPs decide 
on where to invest in Asia and the Third 
World. 

Another area of concern with IPPs is 
whether the country’s environmental 
clearance rules as implemented by the 
new leadership of the Department of 
Environnient and Natural Resources will 
reflect a balanced, enlightened and real- 
istic view of environmental protection 
and economic-industrial development, 
he said, 

Tan said the country's policymakers 
must learn from the lessons of Califor- 
nia which now suffers from crippling 
power. outages, three-fold increase in 
power rates and severe disturbances in 
business and social activities because of 
the failure of IPPs to receive environ- 
mental clearances for new power plants 
for almost 10 years. 


Ping’s men called to Dacer probe 


TWO ranking officers of the defunct 
Presidential Anti-Organized Crime Task 
Force have been ordered to appear in 
the Department of Justice's on-goi 
preliminary investigation in the abduc- 
tion and murder of publicist Salvador 
“Bubby” Dacer. 

Senior Superintendents Michael 
Ray Aquino and Cesar Mancao, both 
aides of former PNP chief and now 
Sen. Panfilo Lacson, have been su 
moned to appear and submit their 


counter-affidavits in hearings set on 
July 27 and 31 

‘The subpoenas were issued Monday 
and were received by the two officers 
yesterday. 

Also issued a subpoena was PO3 
Larry Ambre who supposedly acted 
as Mancao's driver on the day the 
operation to abduct and kill Dacer 
was held. 

Aquino and Mancao were named 
in the affidavit submitted by Supt. 
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Glenn Dumlao who claimed he once 
overheard the two discuss the plan to 
take Dacer. 

Dumlao said he was personally tasked 
by Aquino to conduct a surveillance job 
on Dacer, and to filch documents in the 
publicist’s office at the Manila Hotel 
before destroying it, 

Meanwhile, sources at the DOJ alleged 
that Mancao ordered Ambre to drive for 
him that day since his original driver is a, 
Bicolano. Dacer hailed from Bicol. 


SC tells judge 
to explain Mark 
Jimenez bail 


THE SUPREME Court has given Manila Judge. 
Guillermo Purganan a 10-day “non-extendible”} 
period that ends on July 27 to justify the Pl- 
million bail he ordered Mark Jimenez to post in, 
exchange for his temporary liberty. i 

‘The tribunal's order came after a petition for! 
certiorari filed by the Department of Justice ask 
ing for a nullification of Purganan’s bail order. } 

Purganan ordered Jimenez. to post a Pl-mi 
lion bail after conducting a bail hearing sought 
by the congressman. Jimenez wanted a bail hear- 
ing held in court to establish whether he should: 
be arrested prior to his extradition to the US. 

Jimenez, who was recently elected Manila con~ 
gressman, is wanted by the US government for: 
mail fraud, tax evasion, issuing false statements, 
illegal contributions to the Democratic Party and 
conspiracy to defraud the US government. 

‘The DOJ complained that Purganan readily al-* 
lowed Jimenez to enjoy temporary liberty without 
the congressman indicating credible reasons for such. 

‘The DOJ, through Undersecretary Merceditas. 
Gutierrez, argued that the government should honor: 
its extradition treaty with the US, adding that Jimenez. 
might use his temporary liberty to flee to another 
country without such an agreement with the US. $ 

The DOJ also expressed fears that Jimenez | 
will only abuse his new status as a neophyte: > 
solon to escape extradition. 33 

Once Purganan files 
said the DOJ should respond by Aug. 7. Oral 
arguments between Purganan and representa 
tives of the DOJ have b 


is explanation, the SÈ $ 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Desierto 


By DONNA S. CUETO 


OMBUDSMAN Aniano Desierto said yesterday he 
‘would ask the Sandiganbayan to censure ousted 
President Joseph Estrada and his defense lawyers 
for allegedly casting doubt on the integrity of the 
anti-graft court that is trying the case of plunder 
against the jailed leader. 

Even the former first Indy, and now senator, Loi 
Ejercito, and son Jinggoy Estrada, could be included 
inthe censure motion if it ean be proven that they, 
too, had issued statements seeking to “undermine 
the dignity of the court,” Desierto said. 

He said his staff was now checking the veracity 
of an INQUIRER report that quoted the elder Estrada 
as saying that he felt he was not being treated fairly 
by the Sandiganbayan. 

Plunder law challenge 

As this developed, the Supreme Court yesterday 
gave the Ombudsman 10 days to comment on a 
petition filed by Estrada alleging that the country's 
Plunder Law was unconstitutional 

Estrada's lawyers earlier questioned the legality 
of the plunder charges against their client, saying 
Estrada had not been properly notified of the exact 
charges that had been leveled against him. 

The tribunal also gave Estrada and the 
Sandiganbayan 10 days to comment on a motion by 
the justice department asking the high court to re- 
consider its decision to bar live media coverage of 
the ex-presidents tral 

Tn the INQUIRER report, Estrada had mainly lashed 
out at President Macapagal-Arroyo for saying that she 
‘would be inclined to commute a death sentence on 
Estrada were he to be convicted on the plunder charges. 

Estrada said this meant his conviction was immi- 
nent and that Ms Macapagal was conditioning the 
minds of the people to it 

Loi and Jinggoy were also reported to have com- 
mented on the issue in television interview. 

“These statements of the accused and others re- 
lated to the accused must be stopped. Otherwise, we 
shall ask this court to allow us to present our side, 


Capulong: 


DEFENDING his loyalty to human rights causes, 
lawyer Romeo-Capulong yesterday said he was not 
defending a Marcos crony as implied by the Presi- 
dential Commission on Good Government. 
jho also represents the Samahan ng 
Detainees Laban sa Detensyon at Para sa 
Amnestiya (Selda), said the PCGG had no right to 
question his loyalty to the victims of the rights 
abuses during the Marcos regime. 

He said Don Ferry, one of the 22 defendants in 
the government's sequestration case against Lucio 
‘Tan and other Marcos associates, “is not a Marcos 
crony by any legal definition or stretch of the imagi- 
nation.” 

“Being the lawyer of a decent Filipino techno- 
crat who has been unfairly and falsely impleaded in 
a PCGG case certainly does not conflict with my 
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asks Sandigan 
to censure Erap, lawyers 


meaning we will present our evidence outside of the 
cour,” Desierto told the Sandiganbayan. 

MIF the former president made a statement that 
would undermine the dignity of this court, he should 
be included in our motioif because he is an accused 
in this case,” he said. 

Insult to the court 

Desierto said it was an insult to the court for the 
defense to say that it could be influenced by the 
President's statements. 

He said that it was within the privilege of the 
President to say what she did since commuting death 
sentences was within her power. 

'He said the President's statements would have no 
bearing on the court 

But when asked what his unsolicited advice to 
the President would be, he said: “My advice is please 
not to talk about the case herein court because either 
‘way it would be interpreted against anybody.” 

‘Also yesterday, the Ombudsman opposed the 
defense’s “manifestation on home visit and pension,” 
saying that the 30-day “home vist” that Estrada's law- 
yers were asking for Estrada and his son so they could 
prepare for their trial was equivalent to a house arrest. 

if this was granted, it would set a dangerous 
precedent for other detention prisoners, he said. 

Adequate quarters 

In his nine-page opposition, Desierto said that 
the Estradas’ present quarters were adequate for them 
and their lawyers to pore over records and prepare 
for the Aug. 2 pre-trial. 

“Many law offices do not ejay the convenience 
of sufficient space, privacy, much more 
airconditioning. The accused have ail hese and much 
more in their detention quarters,” he said. 

He also commented on former justice secretary 
Serafin Cuevas acting asa lawyer for Estrada. 

Desierto säd that Cuevas could not lawyer for 
Estrada and receive a government pension atthe same 
time. He quoted from the same law, Republic Act 
910, that Justice Secretary Hernando Perez had cited. 

“The obvious philosophy behind the law is as 
compelling as it is ancient? one may not bite the 


hand that feeds him,” said Desierto 

‘The law states that “no retiring Justice during the 
time he is receiving said pension shall appear as coun- 
sel before any court-in any civil case wherein the 
Government or any subdivision or instrumentality 
thereof is an adverse party, or in any criminal case 
wherein an officer or employee of the government is 
accused of an offense in relation to his office.” 

Desierto said that even if, as Cuevas has pointed 
out, he was not defending Estrada in a civil case, and 
that Estrada was no longer a government official, the 
civil aspect of the case was “impliedly instituted” in 
the plunder case. 

He asked the Sandiganbayan to deny the manifes- 
tation with finality. 

‘The manifestation was supposed to have been 
heard yesterday by the 3rd Division which is hearing 
the plunder case, but the defense lawyers asked to 
defer the hearing 

Gloria’s statement 

‘The defense instead submitted a “manifestation 
of grave concer” with the 3rd Division citing, among 
other things, the President's statement about the com- 
mutation of Estrada's possible death sentence. 

“Maybe, she meant well but itis far from clear 
that she was being fair. Ifthe magistrates who would 
finally rule on his case here or elsewhere have qualms 
over the death penalty, she in effect is signaling for 
them not to worry, she would not impose it,” the 
manifestation read. 

Also yesterday. the Office of the Ombudsman 
said it was abandoning its earlier position to have the 
Estrada father and son detained at Camp Crame. 

Desierto said he had no objection to the Philip- 
pine National Police's position that the Estradas be 
returned to the detention bungalow at Fort Sto. 
Domingo in Sta. Rosa, Laguna. 

“The continued and prolonged stay of the former 
president, who is physically fit. at the Veterans Memorial 
Medical Center inside a hospital suite, can be considered 
as special treatment which is anathema to the principle of 
equal protection and to adherence to the rule of law." 
Desierto said. With a report from Cathy C. Yamsuan 


I’m no crony’s lawyer 


duties as a lawyer for the 10,000 human rights vi 
tims of the Marcos dictatorship,” Capulong said in a 
statement. 

Ferry, a former classmate and “good friend” 
of Capulong in the UP College of Law, is 
tagged in civil Case 0005 for the sequestra- 
tion of shares in various companies controlled 
and held by Tan. 

Ferry was the president of the Tan-controlled 
Maranaw Hotels and Resorts Corp. (MHRC) and 
vice president of the Development Bank of the Phil- 
ippine from 1981-1984 during which the DBP's 
shares in the Century Park Sheraton Hotel, which 
was owned by MHRC, were sold. 

PCGG Commission Ruben Carranza Jr. said he 
“did not mean to judge” Capulong’s loyalty but was 
‘merely “surprised” that the lawyer also stood coun- 
sel to Ferry. 

“I respect Attorney Capulong and his record of 


hunian rights advocacy,” Carranza said. “The com- 
ments in reference to Don Ferry were merely a state- 
ment of surprise while I was reading the case.” 

He said the PCGG was in no position to ask 
Capulong to explain his professional loyalties and 
was even looking forward to helping the 9,539 
Marcos victims claim indemnification. 

“The PCGG officials met with Capulong and other 
representatives of Selda, which includes majority of 
the rights claimants, last week to discuss how the 
PCGG could aid in the indemnification of the vic- 
tims. 

Carranza said it was even Capulong who sug- 
gested that PCGG initiate efforts to forge a working 
Unity between the two rancorous claimants group, 
Selda and the Claimants 1081. 

“As PCGG commissioner, I am still more than 
happy to accomplish that with Attorney Capulong,” 
(Carranza added. 


Negotiating for ‘jueteng’ lord 


By ARMAND N. NOCUM 


SILVESTRE Bello II, chair of the government panel 
negotiating peace with communist rebels, is now also 
negotiating for the lifting of a hold-departure order on 
suspected “jueteng” lord Jesus “Jessie” Viceo. 

Bello yesterday visited Senate President Aguilino 
Pimentel Jr. at the Senate in a bid to get Viceo, a 
former mayor of San Rafael, Bulacan, out of the 
hold-departure order list. 

‘The Senate blue ribbon panel under Pimentel had 
ordered the travel ban on Viceo, who was linked to 
the jueteng operations that reportedly involved ousted 
President Joseph Estra 

Tocos Sur Gov. Luis “Chavit” Singson said Viceo 
delivered jueteng money to former San Juan Mayor 
Jinggoy Estrada. 

“Secretary Bello was here not in connection with 
any negotiations with the communist rebels. He came 


over to inquire if the blue ribbon committee could 
lift or modify its order banning the travel of Mayor 
Viceo of Bulacan,” Pimentel told reporters 

Pimentel said he told Bello that they may grant the 
request. 

He asked Bello to have Viceo come up with a 
‘motion for reconsideration on the travel ban. 

He also said it was also important for Viceo to 
censure that he will “make himself available to the 
‘committee whenever needed.” 

He said that was the only reason why the Senate 
panel had asked the Bureau of Immigration to apply 
the travel ban on Viceo. 

He said Bello must have been acting as one of 
Viceo’s lawyers. “It looks like he is one of the law- 
yers of Viceo,” he said. 

‘The BI issued the travel ban on Viceo on Oct. 17, 
2000 at the height of the Senate investigations on the 
jueteng operations. 
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By DONNA S. CUETO 


‘THE SANDIGANBAYAN yes- 
terday ordered the release of $9.5 
million from the Philippine Na- 
tional Bank to pay for the gov- 
ernment’s debt to an American 
firm that had bought an “errone- 
ously” sequestered jet from the 
Presidential Commission on 
Good Government . 

‘The money would be retumed 
to Walter Fuller Aircraft Sales Inc., 
which bought the Falcon jet in Sep- 
tember 1989 from the PCGG. The 
government earlier thought thatthe 
plane was owned by businessman 
Eduardo “Danding” Cojuangco Jr., 
and had sequestered it. 

The government had earlier 
petitioned the Supreme Court to 
review the Sandiganbayan's re- 
fusal to release the funds placed 
in escrow to satisfy the terms of 
an agreement between the PCGG 


Graft court orders 
$9.5-M payment 
for sequestered jet 


and Fuller Aircraft. 

‘The PCGG has sequestered the 
plane from Cojuangco and sold it 
to Fuller Aircraft. Ít later turned 
‘out that while Cojuangco had been 
using the plane, it was really 
owned by a Hong Kong-based 
company, Faysound, which later 
won an ownership suit in Arkan- 
sas against Fuller Aircraft 

Fuller Aircraft, however, won 
a breach of contract case in a US 
bankruptcy court against the Phil- 
ippine government which was 
asked to pay the aircraft company 
$16.4 million, 

In 1996, the government and 
the US firm came to an agree- 
ment in which the Philippine ir 
debtedness was reduced to $14 
million, of which some $6.8 mil- 
lion has been paid. 

‘The PCGG was able to con- 
vince Fuller to agree to installment 
payments. 


Scrapping of regional 
wage boards sought 


By Puuip C. TUBEZA 
AND AGNES E. DONATO 


PROGRESSIVE party-list repre- 
sentatives in Congress yesterday 
vowed to work for the scrapping 
of regional wage boards as rival 
militant organizations stood 
united yesterday in denouncing 
Malacanang’s advice for workers 
to seek economic relief from the 
wage boards. 

Accusing the President of “cal- 
Jousness and unwillingness to help 
workers,” Kilusang Mayo Uno chair 
Crispin Beltran said being told to 
go to the wage boards where peti- 
tions are always “reduced to almost 
nothing” was tantamount to a re- 
jection of the workers. 

Renato Magtubo of the Partido 
ng Manggagawa said the adminis- 
tration’s response smacked of “elit- 
ist smugness” and compared it to 
Marie Antoinette’s “let them eat 
cake” remark to the Parisian rab- 
ble 

Legislated hike 

Beltran said that aside from filing a 
bill calling for the immediate legisla- 
tion of a nationwide P125 across-the- 
board wage hike, he and two other 
Bayan Muna representatives, Satur 
‘Ocampo and Lisa Maza, would file leg- 
islation to scrap the wage boards. 

Malacañang had urged the labor 
unions to lobby with the wage boards 
for a P125 across-the-board wage in- 
crease instead of pressuring the Presi- 
dent to push for a legislated wage hike. 

"The regional wage boards were es- 
tablished in 1989 to set the wage Jev- 
els appropriate for specific localities, 
the argument being that the economic 
situation differed among regions 

But Beltran argued that since their 
establishment, the wage boards have 
never granted a wage increase that is 
reflective of the actual needs and de- 
‘mands of the workers as “they only 
impose wage adjustments favoring 
capitalists.” 

‘Ocampo, the Bayan Muna presi- 
dent, said the wage adjustments 
granted by wage boards were never 
enough to cover the fast rising prices 
of commodities. 

‘Ocampo urged the government to 
review its “framework” in looking at 
the issue of wage increases. 

“The government is always quick 
to argue that the economy is bad and 
businesses could collapse if employers 
gave the wage increase that the work- 
fers are demanding,” he said. 

‘But it never considers how it could 
be able to help the capitalists in their 


other problems such as high interest 
rates for their capital and high taxes 
for the importation of raw materials so 
that they could afford to increase the 
‘wage of their employees,” he added. 
Production boost 

‘Ocampo argued that bigger wages 
could actually boost production, as this 
would mean increased purchasing 
power for the workers. 

“If the workers have bigger in- 
comes, they would be able to buy the 
products of local industry, thus increas- 
ing the rate of production,” he said. 

Bayan Muna and KMU were yes- 
terday joined by the urban poor group 
Kalipunan ng Damayang Mahihirap 
(Kadamay) in calling for a P125 na- 
tionwide wage increase. 

“I am very disappointed with the 
President,” said Kadamay chairperson 
Mameng Deunida, a prominent figure 
in protest actions against ousted Presi- 
dent Joseph Estrada. 

But Deunida said she did not really: 
expect much from Ms Macapagal. 

Urban poor summit 

“She never really knew how it felt 
to be poor. Nothing means more to her 
than business and the military,” she 
said. 

More than 700 urban poor leaders 
from Metro Manila, Central Luzon and 
Southern Tagalog attended an urban 
poor summit, which highlighted the 
sector's demand for jobs, a stop to all 
demolitions, housing and improved 
delivery of basic services, 

Magtubo said that white his group 
understands the gravity of the prob- 
lems that the President inherited from 
her predecessors, she should not aban- 
don workers to the mercy of their em- 
ployers. 

“Workers do not seek a miracle 
from Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo. Her 
few months in Malacañang will not 
resolve a hundred years of poverty and 
destitution. What labor looks for is an 
ally in government—a President that 
champions the rights and welfare of 
the poor,” he said 

‘The Partido ng Manggagawa will 
join Sanlakas to mobilize 20,000 peo- 
ple for the “People’s Sona 2001” on 
Monday. 

Wilson Fortaleza, Sanlakas pı 
dent, said he was skeptical of the 


reportedly announce in her state of the 
nation address. 

Aside from the fact that GMA's 
hean beats not out of genuine concern 
for the masses but of real fear at an- 
other rebellion of the poor, our main 
critique of her so-called centerpiece 
program is that (it espouses) a trickle- 
down concept of poverty alleviation 
instead of a redistribution of wealth,” 
Fortaleza said. 
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LIBYA FOLLOW-UP 


Talks to resume in KL 


DIGOS CITY—Peace talks between the government 
and the Moro Islamic Liberation Front are to resume 
inthe Malaysian capital of Kuala Lumpur next week, 
MILF spokesman Eid Kabalu said. 

The second round of negotiations will begin on 
July 24 “and could last for one or two days, depend- 
ing on the developments,” Kabalu said. 

[Negotiators from both sides would work out 
specific details of a landmark truce signed in Libya 
Jast month, Kabalu said. 

“They would also try to hammer out guidelines for 
the selection of members of an Organization of Is- 
lamic Conference (OIC) "monitoring eam” provided 
under last month's agreement, he added. 

Kabalu said that like the first round in Tripoli last 
month, the Kuala Lumpur negotiations would con- 
tinue to be “open-ended.” 

"We do not know how long these negotiations 
could go on, but we are determined to find a peaceful 
Solution to the Bangsamoro problem," Kabalu said. 

Independence issue 

Kabalu declined to confirm reports that inde- 
pendence would be among the issues the MILF 
Would present to the government panel, chaired by 
Undersecretary Jesus Dureza, the presidential assist- 
ant for regional concems-Southern Mindanao. 

Earlier, Dureza said the MILF could always bring 
up the issue but the government's response would 
be, as always, to abide by the Constitution and the 
guidelines set down for the talks. 

Kabalu said independence remains at the top ofthe 
MILF agenda but the peace talks were not tied to it 

“The MILF, being the voice of the Bangsamoro, only 
acts ns the messenger of sentiments. If the Bangsamoro 
people would choose other forms of govemment aside 
Fom independence, then we would oblige,” Kabalu said. 

He said the MILF has no qualms about agreeing to 
autonomy, which was accepted by the Nur Misuari- 
Jed Moro National Liberation Front, “as long as it is 
real and reflects the sentiments of the people.” 

Ceasefire 

On June 22, the government'and the MILF signed 
a ceasefire deal in the Libyan capital of Tripoli. 

The deal would allow the introduction of eco- 
nomic development in Mindanao and rehabilitation 
of ares devastated by a massive military assault 
against the MILF last year. 

"Troops wouid also be pulled out from the MILF's 
main camp, overrun by the military, while several 
“working committees” are to be established to over- 
see implementation of the accord. 

Kabalu said a protracted hostage crisis involving 
the Abu Sayyaf would not be on the agenda of the 
talks, although the MILF has expressed concer over 
the military's massive arrests of alleged rebels and 
sympathizers in recent days. 

"The Abu Sayyaf is holding 21 US and Filipino 
hostages on Basilan island. 

“The Armed Forces have accused MILF members 
of aiding Abu Sayyaf rebels trying to escape a mas- 
sive military operation 

President Macapagal-Arroyo has given troops 
powers to arrest suspected Abu Sayyaf members and 
Supporters in a bid to end the hostage crisis. 

‘More than 50 people have been detained since 
Friday, of whom 34 have been charged, with the rest 
freed on lack of evidence, officials said. 

Desecration 

Kabalu said the MILF had received reports of 
soldiers desecrating mosques and randomly picking 
‘up male civilians in Muslim-populated villages. 

"This is very, very alarming, We are closely moni- 
toring and documenting the situation just in ease we 
may be compelled to present them to ihe government 
peace panel," Kabalu said. "But that’s not yet on the 
genda, and we are having these reports verified.” 

‘Meanwhile, three persons were killed on Mon- 
day when MILF rebels clashed with government 
Soldiers in Shariff Aguak, Maguindanao province. 

‘The skirmishes forced the military securing por- 
tions of the Cotabato-General Santos highway to 
close the road for about 10 hours. 

"We have to close the highway to prevent inju- 
ries to commuters,” Maj. Julieto Ando, 6th Infantry 
Division spokesperson, said. 

"Ando said soldiers clashed with the rebels in Shariff 
AguakAllan A. Nawal, Edwin O. Fernandez and 
Charlie C. Señase, PDI Mindanao Bureau, and AFP 


Gloria to visit 
Malaysia for 
1st foreign trip 


PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo will make her first 
foreign trip with a visit to neighboring Malaysia next 
month to discuss economic and security cooperation, 
officials said yesterday. 

Ms Macapagal is also scheduled to visit five other 
Asian countries, including China and Japan, this year, 
officials said. 

The President will meet with Malaysian Prime 
Minister Mahathir Mohamad, King Sultan 
Salahuddin Abdul Aziz Shah and other top officials 
in Kuala Lumpur during her Aug. 7-9 visit, Philip- 
pine and Malaysian officials said. 

Foreign Undersecretary Lauro Baja said her dis- 
‘cussions will focus on economic cooperation and 
ways to expand investment, 

She is also expected to tackle security issues and 
convey her thanks for Malaysia's support for peace 
talks between the Philippine government and the 
‘Muslim separatist group, the Moro Islamic Libera- 
tion Front, Baja said, 

‘The talks are to resume in Kuala Lumpur next week 
after an initial round of negotiations in Libya last month. 

‘An area of concern between the two Asian na- 
tions is security along their common border, which is 
prone to intrusions by smugglers, pirate, illegal fish- 
ermen and Muslim guerrillas. 

‘Last year, members of the Philippine Muslim ex- 
tremist group, the Abu Sayyaf, crossed into Malaysia 
and abducted scores of foreigners and workers in a 
dive resort and took their captives back to Jolo island. 
Both countries have intensified joint patrols since thea. 

‘Ms Macapagal will also visit Brunei and Singa- 
pore from Aug. 22 to 26, then visit Japan for three 
days starting Sept. 12, Baja said. She will attend the 
annual summit of the'21-member Asia-Pacific Eco- 
nomic Cooperation forum in October in Shanghai 

Baja said a trip by Ms Macapagal to Thailand has 
been scheduled in November but no date has been 
fixed. In January, Arroyo will be in Davos, Switzer- 
land, for an economic conference, then she plans to 
proceed to Britain, he said. 

She was swept to power in January when her 
predecessor, Joseph Estrada was toppled amid street 
protests over allegations of massive corruption. 

She has spent most of her time dealing with a 
series of crisis, including a failed attempt to oust her 
and the kidnapping of dozens of people, including 
three Americans, by the Abu Sayyaf in Basilan. AP 
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‘SM Supermarket's “Total Lower Cost” 
from July 13 to 26, 2001 featured 
yrefoods Vienna. 1409. at TLC 
Price of P 21.00 which have been 
‘TLC Price of P 21.50. 
We apologize. 
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Long, slow count enters 3rd month 


TWO months and still counting. 

‘The Commission on Elections’ canvassing 
for the senatorial and party-list elections entered 
its third month yesterday with no clear indica- 
tion yet on when the poll body will be able to 
complete the count. 


| 
i By GERALD G, LACUARTA 


‘The Comelec started canvassing the certifi- 
cates of canvass for the senatorial and party-list 
votes at the Philippine International Convention 
Center on May 17, three days after the elections. 
‘Two months later, the Comelec is still counting, 

“This is the longest election count ever,” 
noted former immigration commissioner Rufus 
Rodriguez, lawyer for Sen. Loi Ejercito who 
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filed four petitions questioning 180,000 votes 
for Sen. Ralph Recto. 

“T's been more than two months after the 
senatorial canvass began on May 17 yet the 
Comelec has not even determined who are the 
12th and 13th placers in the Senate race,” 
Rodriguez said. “This is becoming the slowest 
count in history.” 

‘Asked in a recent news conference when the 
Comelec planned to wrap up the canvassing, 
Comelec Chair Alfredo Benipayo said the en 
banc had agreed'to reconvene the National Board 
of Canvassers to resolve Rodriguez's petitions 
and at the same time correct discrepancies in the 
party-list canvass. 

Benipayo, in an order issued last week, 
set a hearing on Rodriguez's four petitions 
today, or only four'days before the opening 
of Congress. 

In limbo 

The petitions were filed by Rodriguez be- 
tween June 2 and June 19 but had gathered dust 
at the NBOC due to the delayed canvassing for 
Lanao del Sur and feuds among Comelec com 
missioners. 

Thus, more than two months since the sena- 
torial canvass began, the Comelec has yet to 
determine the final tally for the 13 winning sena- 
tors in the May 14 elections. 

In limbo is the final ranking of Recto and 
Sen. Gregorio Honasan, who are locked in a 
tight battle for the 12th position which carries 
with it a full six-year term. The eventual 13th 
placer would serve only for three years to com- 
plete the unfinished term of former Sen. Teofisto 
Guingona, now Vice President. 

Recto and Honasan were in 12th and 13th 
places, respectively, when the 13 senators 
were proclaimed on June 4 but Rodriguez, in 
his third petition on June 19, revealed that 
Recto’s tally as of June 4, which was 
10,387,108, still included 30,000 padded 
votes, which the NBOC had ordered deducted 
in an earlier resolution. 


Rodriguez asked the NBOC to deduct the 
30,000 votes in Zamboanga del Norte from Recto 
and issue resolution stating that Honasan was 
12th with 10,364,272 votes as of June 4, while 
Recto was 13th with 10,357,108. 

The PaM also 
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votes which were allegedly padded in favor of 
Recto in 20 towns in Lanao del, Norte, 
Maguindanao and Lanao del Sur. i 

Benipayo ordered Recto to file his comment 
within three “inextendible” days from receipt of the 
order except in the case of the third petition where 
Recto's lawyers have already filed an answer. 

‘The NBOC had earlier granted Rodriguez's po- 
titions questioning manifest errors in several pro- 
vincial certificates of canvass which favored Recto, 

Vote padding 

‘The NBOC, in Resolution 01-003, ordered 
the deduction of a-total of 79,000 vates from 
Recto's total in the provinces of Tawi-Tawi and 
Zamboanga del Norte. Recto also lost 15,000 
votes in Palimbang, Sultan Kudarat, after the 
NBC ruled that the town’s COC be excluded 
because of massive padding of votes. 

Benipayo said the NBOC will also hear peti- 
tions filed by several party-list groups for the 
correction of votes in the party-list canvass, par- 
ticularly the one filed by Anak Mindanao (Amin) 
whose 83,090 votes in Tawi-Tawi went missing 
in the total votes for the Autonomous Region in 
Muslim Mindanao, 

Mujiv Hatiman, Amin nominee, said if the 
83,090 Amin votes in Tawi-Tawi were added to 
their total, they would have surpassed the two- 
percent minimum vote requirement to get a seat 
in the House of Representatives. 

Hataman also asked the Comelec to look into 
a discrepancy in the Comelec canvass report which 
showed that there are 3.5 million more party-list 
votes than there were actual voters who voted in 
the party-list elections on May 14. 


History of education up 
at Silliman conference 


SPEAKERS are invited 
to present papers for the 
Philippine National His- 
torical Society's 22nd 
National Conference on 
Local and National His- 
tory set on Nov. 15-16 
at Silliman University in 
Dumaguete City 

‘The conference theme 
is “A Century of Educa- 
tion inthe Philippines: 


Implications for Nation 
Building,” to commemo- 
rate the arrival of the 
“Thomasites” on Aug. 21, 
1901, and the founding of 
Silliman University on 
‘Aug. 28 of that year. 

Topics include the 
history of education and 
educational institutions 
(Spanish and American 
periods), the. making of 
educational policy in the 
Philippines, mass educa- 
tion and good govern- 
ment, education and de- 
‘mocratization, education 
and preservation of cul- 
tural values, as well as 
studies on local history 
(especially of the 
Visayas) and national 
history. 

Inquiries may be ad- 
dressed to Prof. 
Bernardita R. Churchill, 
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Asian Spirit offers more flights to Boracay than any other. airline. 

Catch any of our six daily flights to Caticlan and you'll soon be enjoying 
. the pristine beaches of this tropical paradise. For reservations,call 
# (632) 851-8888 or visit our website at www.asianspirit.com. 


PNHS president and na- 
tional convenor, at tel 
575, telefax 926- 

1347, ‘or e-mail 
nitachurchill@hounail com 
or nita@csi.com.ph 

“The conference isthe 
major annual activity of 
the PNHS, which was es- 
tablished in 1941 and is 
the oldest professional na 
tionwide organization of 
historians in the country. 

‘The PNHS is also a 
charter member of the 
Philippine Social Sci- 
ence Council 
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Racism ‘very real’ in Australia, says immigrant 


By VINCENT CABREZA pronounced.” pers immediately discounted the “Intolerance is very pronounced regulations on Asians come from the them better.” 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau “The fact that Teddy was an im- racial overtones. They did not want there because a traditional “White Aus- provinces. The Labor Party has more Baguio hosts a number of Australian 
migration lawyer in arich neighbor- to spark the racism that was an is- Walia’ culture still prevails.” he said. influence in the cities like Sydney and expatriates who own thriving busi- 
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ter. hoods are insured against theft so (about) its Asianization.” ture, but I saw (the movie) “Crocodile that a change in government will suit city. è 
‘Artist Santiago Bose aired this you rarely lock your doors. The , “Umil rata Dundee, and (actor Paul Hogan) smiled 
pinion in talking about the massa- massacre is a big story because a have posted signs along the coastline: 3 joy. 1 thought thal was their way, 100. 
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awaiting their go-signal, sources at the Department of 
Foreign Affairs said. Lawyer Antonio Curameng, head 
of the DFA’s Consular Assistance Divisian, confirmed 
this. 

Immigration lawyer Teddy Gonzales, his wife 
Mary Josephine Lowiva and their teenaged daughter 
Clodine will be buried on Friday in Sydney. to where 
they migrated in the early 1990s. 

‘A week alter the Gonzaleses" 20-year-old son Sef 
discovered the bodies in the family home in North 
Ryde, an upper middle class suburb in Sydney, the 
Task Force Tawas, a team of 20 special detectives, 
has yet to crack the case. 

In an interview, Philippine Consul General Libran 
Cabactulan (old the INQUIRER that Sef Gonzales and 
his next of kin had decided to bury his parents and 
sister in Sydney. 

‘According to Cabactulan, there will be “no public 
viewing” of the bodies. 

“The consul general noted that detectives had yet to 
issue an official report on the motive and identity of 
the perpetrators afer almost a week of evidence gath- 
ering and interviews with the victims’ neighbors and 
friends. 

“Normally, (the investigation) takes a little while. z 
But in this case, the length of the investigation de- ` D.“ Ý D. Bawalan, M.D.” T. Esquivel, M.D. 
pends on the evidence gathered,” he said. 

Cabactulan said detectives were not zeroing in on 
‘one angle but were considering a wide range of angles, 
such as whether the murders were done by any of 
Gonzales" clients. 

He also said Australian authorities were upset with 
local papers” reports quoting police as saying that Sef 
was probably home when his parents and sister were 
murdered on July 10. 

‘The Australian had reported that police believe all 
four family members were together in their home be- 
tween 5 and 8 p.m. on that day. 

But the Canberra Times had said police believe that 
Sef joined his friends in the city around 8 p.m. and 
arrived home around midnight to find his parents and 
sister dead, 

Copies of the reports, dated July 13, were faxed 
by the Philippine Embassy in Canberra to Manila on 


Monday. Be è AtSt. Luke’s Vision Laser Center, clear vision § 


“The police here said they were satisfied with Sef's 


TAn be sagana toate lem tales = i becomes a reality. Doctors ‘themselves had 
steady dead when Tidy Gonzales came home and n : laser vision correction done. 
7 pam. afier an hour-long drive from Blacktown, and 3 
that he too was killed after he disturbed the killers- 
Lowiva, who worked at her husband's law office, 


ce ee Se Experience World-Class Excimer Laser 
oS e repel pepe ; Treatment (LASIK/PRK) from the World-Class 
Building across the sect rom the einem, St. Luke's Medical Center. s 


Mosi everyone stops to read the name of the now 


dead occupant, whose name is spelled out in bold let- 
ters on the clear glass windows. 

"That’s the office of the murdered man in the 
news,” said a middle-aged woman. “It’s pretty eerie, 
ism i?” 

Early on July |1, Filipino accountant Oscar 
Clemente, who holds office next door to Teddy's of- 
fice, received a call saying that the Gonzaleses were 
not coming to work “because they had an accident.” 

‘Clemente said he advised three or four of Teddy's 


clients waiting outside the lawyer s office to leave their i; a8 Our lines are open. Call us at telephone nos. 


messages and go home. 


andl Clemente was told of the “real accident” $ A 722-2965, 723-0101 Locals 4142 & 4143 


“couldn't believe it... I was horrified," he said. È ; 

~I saw him and Mary here every day. Ted and I often ; E E 

bumped into other on the way to the toilet.” x = 
‘Another Filipino lawyer, Bernie David, who oc- a 


cuples mother ocean te same oor sid he saw f : i First Year Anniversary! 
‘Tedy the day before the murders. * Attend the FREE Public Seminar on Laser Vision 
work allen ges Grestel, bat he wes okay?” Dovid Ne f Correction for nearsightedness, farsightedness, and 
tie asthe Gonzalesos vere "vey lovingand | ~ JESI. astigmatism and get a chance to 
always holding hands” 

“The family lived fora while in Blacktown, wher 3 
‘Teddy sate his law practice in a small office ai home. aN WIN A FREE Refractive Laser Surgery!!! 

‘When his practice grew, he moved his office to È 
the building on Kildare Road 


nad family moved 10 North Ryde before Christ- Wednesday, July 18, 2001 
mas last year. 


Consul General Cabactulan said New South Wales 4:30 PM; 2nd Fir. Conference Room 
police superintendent Ron Smith had given the Phi : 


tppine goves i 
could see that (the police) are facing a bla it ih 
He sid the police had admitted thatthe cae had “a FREE initial Refractive Surgery Screening 
wider angle,” which detectives were now looking ino. 
vena: Tepos on dhe racial slur supposedly wr 
len in blood on a wall ofthe Gonzales home kad no 
¥ 
confirmation from the police, Cabactulan said. K, “ 
area Ea | St, Luke's 
here in Sydney," he said. "When you speak of racism, 4 - 
i could Be tue, bu 1o translate to murderous vio- P i Medical Cente) 
Tence, I do not believe it i tue, There as pot 10 Be ee -— 
more solid explanation." 
r ommuni kader Lola Farmer sai ahe did rot f World Class Technology 
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Farmer, practicing lawyer in Sydney, member of 
the NSW Law Society and president of the Philippine 
Community Council in NSW, said she also did not 
believe that the murders were an stack on the Fili 
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Collateral damage 


Gopi troops have rounded up dozens of 


suspected membersand supporters of the Abu Sayyaf 
at the start of a campaign to crush what government 
spokespersons have described as “lawless violence” in the 
provinces of Basilan, Sulu and Tawi-Tawi as well as 
‘Zamboanga City. President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo said 
these new operations are intended to flush out Abu Sayyaf 
bandits, confiscate their equipment 
and isolate their active supporters, 
including those who supply them 
with weapons, ammunition, food, information and sanctuary. 
“It’s like cleaning the town of the contamination of the Abu 
Sayyaf,” said Basilan Gov. Wahab Akbar. Brig. Gen. Edil- 
berto Adan, the military spokesperson, has an even more 
colorful metaphor for the operation: “We are draining the 
pond that supports the terrorist fish.” 

The problem is that, as any fishpond operator knows, 
draining the pond kills all kinds of fish, both edible and 
poisonous. Which is what seems to be happening there. By 
Tuesday, the government had to release 31 persons arrested 
during the raids after prosecutors found no evidence against 
them. A total of 41 suspects were to be charged with 
kidnapping for ransom or conspiracy to commit the crime. 

Adan said one those who were arrested in Basilan has 
been tagged as a leader of middle rank in the Abu Sayyaf 
organization with a Pl-million reward on his head. Maj. 
Alberto Gepilano, civil-military operations officer of Task 
Force Comet, said four persons in military custody have 
been positively identified as Abu Sayyaf members. It seems 
that in the government's pond-draining operation, no big 
terrorist fish has been found stranded on dry land. 

All this is hardly an acceptable batting average. The 
military is supposed to be working with a list of 200 bandits 
and their sympathizers, so why were so many innocent 
citizens inconvenienced and humiliated by being hauled off 
in trucks, with their hands tied behind their backs and 
detained in military camps? When one considers the 
embarrassment, the fear and the anxiety such arrests caused 
both to innocent civilians and their families, one must 
wonder about the justness of the campaign. And when one 
considers the resentment such injustice engenders, one 
must wonder about its wisdom. 

Without doubt, the government has to wipe out the base 
‘of support of the Abu Sayyaf. Certainly it should put behind 
bars not only its members but also those who provide them 
arms, food and information. But this cannot be done by 
arresting anyone identified as a bandit or a sympathizer by 
hooded “spotters.” With the government offering millions 
as reward for the arrest of key Abu Sayyaf personalities, the 
temptation is strong to point at anyone and everyone as a 
bandit leader. Besides there will be “informers” who will 
implicate others out of revenge or simple mischief. 

There is still no substitute for good intelligence work. 
That’s what enabled the military and the police to capture 
Nadzmie Saabdulla, alias Commander Global, the chief of 
staff of the Sulu faction of the Abu Sayyaf, and one of its 
intelligence agents. 

What the governments doings the judicial equivalent of 
carpet bombing when what is needed is a surgical strike. 
With the collateral damage mounting, the government ought 
to change its tactics before it loses the war for good. 
Injustice is always a rich breeding ground for rebellion. 


Crimes against humanity 


HE TRANSFER of former Yugoslay President Slobodan 

Milosevic to the UN tribunal in The Hague has given hope to 

survivors of a decade of Balkan wars that they may yet see answers 
to questions about some of the worst atrocities committed in Europe since 
‘World War Il. 


Alfredo Astiz, the so-called “blond angel of 
death” one of the:most infamous death squad 
leaders during Argentina’s dictatorship of the 
1970s has been arrested in Buenos Aires at the 
request of an Italian judge, and a court in Bel- 

gium agreed to take a case against Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon, who 

Ís being pursued by survivors of the 1982 Sabra and Shatilla massacres. 

‘What the Pinochet, Sharon and Astiz cases have in common is that the 
significant, but painfully slow progress that has been made in the cause of 
truth and justice is the result only of painstaking campaigns by individual 
victims, principled judges and human rights campaigners. If matters were 
left up to world governments, none of these cases would have been brought 
forward. The Jordan Times (Amman, Jordan) 


OilEx an antidote to the local oil cartel 


‘THE MOST callous and greedy cartel exploiting 
the Filipinos we already know very well: the oil 
cartel, the Big 3 of Shell, Caltex and Petron. Like 
the cement cartel, it must be stopped as the 
Constitution (Section 19, Article XII) mandates 
the government to do. It is the unholy alliance 
that has made life very hard for us. By 
periodically raising petroleum prices beyond 
what is fair, it has raised the prices of all other 
goods. It has raised transportation fares. It has 
raised the inflation rate and now workers are 
asking for a raise in pay. 

The local oil cartel uses as excuse the rise in 
the price of crude oil dictated by the biggest car- 
tel of all, the Organization of Petroleum Export- 
ing Countries (Opec) and the falling peso ex- 
change rate. But the Big 3 is cheating us all. When 
it raises prices due to these causes, it raises them 
several centavos above what is fair. And when it 
lowers its prices when conditions improve, it low- 
ers them several centavos above what is fair. If 
‘you have paid attention to the computations made 
by the Oil Price Watch headed by Raul Con- 
cepcion, you would have noticed that the prices 
of the Big 3 are always higher than the Oil Price 
Watch prices. The latter’s prices are what should 
be the fair prices of finished petroleum products. 
But going up or down, the Big 3 overprices its 
products. Although the overpricing is only sev- 
eral centavos per liter each time, that amounts to 
billions of pesos because of the big volume of 
fuel that we consume. And because the Big 3 
has raised and lowered prices many times already, 
the overpricing has amounted to many pesos per 
liter. Moreover, when world crude prices rise, the 
cartel is quick to raise its own prices even if it is 
not yet selling products refined from the higher 
priced crude. But when crude oil prices go down, 
the cartel is very slow in lowering its own prices 
even if its members are already selling products 
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refined from the lower priced crude. The price 
of crude in the world market has fallen, but the 
local Big 3 announced that it does not contem- 
plate lowering its prices. And the government is 
not doing anything about it. 

‘The government must know that the cartel is 
overpricing but its officials are either in cahoots 
with the Big 3 or it does not know what to do. It 
has tied its own hands with the Oil Deregulation 
Law. Deregulation was intended to encourage 
competition which is supposed to push prices 
down. But instead of competing, the new oil com- 
panies, which have only a 10 percent share of 
the market, have joined the Big 3 pricing because 
it is more profitable for them. Talk of opportun- 
ism. 

During the last Congress, one representa- 
tive tried to fight the oil cartel by filing a bill 
that would create a National Oil Exchange 
(GilEx for short) that would make deregula- 
tion and competition a reality. It would bid out 
to more than 40 oil refineries and traders in 
the world the petroleum needs of the Phili 
pines. The lowest bidder gets the right to sup- 
ply us. Thus, Filipinos would be assured of the 
lowest price possible in the world. But Rep. 
Enrique Garcia of Bataan, was like a lonely 
Don Quixote tilting at windmills. Few helped 
him fight the oil cartel. 

President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo promised 


to certify his OilEx bill as urgent to Congress 
provided he removed all its defects. That Garcia 
has done. He has filed a new bill in the House of 
Representatives (Senate President Aquilino 
Pimentel Jr. has promised to push it in the Sen- 
ate and Sen. Edgardo Angara, leader of the Sen- 
ate opposition, has promised to support it) that is 
better and simpler than the original. In the origi- 
nal, the OilEx would buy the petroleum from the 
winning bidders, store them in storage tanks in 
Subic and sell them to the Big 3 and other dis- 
tributors. 

In the revised version, the OilEx would sim- 
ply conduct the bidding. The volume that the 
OilEx will bid will be based mainly on our total 
requirements of refined petroleum products 
(RPPs), such as gasoline, diesel, lubricating oils, 
kerosene, aviation fuel, liquefied petroleum gas 
(LPG), etc. After the bidding, the OilEx will 
award the volumes to the qualified winning bid- 
ders. The local marketing oil companies will 
then directly make arrangements with the win- 
ning refineries or traders for the payment and 
delivery of the volumes they submitted to the 
OilEx. a 

In the revised bill, the OilEx will be in- 
volved, in a very limited way, only in the re- 
fining/importing sector. It will not at all affect 
any aspect of the local marketing sector. Its 
only function is to bid (spot market) and/or 
negotiate (term contracts) our country’s total 

requirements of RPPs to all oil refineries and 
traders in the world. 

‘The cost of running the OilEx will be added 
to the cost of the RPPs. Even assuming that the 
cost of operation will reach P100 million a year 
(which is not likely), the amount would still be 
negligible, considering that it would add only 
‘one-half centavo (P0.005) to the price of a liter 
of gasoline, (To be continued) 


Making a living with the dead 


BIEN Calleja’ letter, which I put out yesterday, 
reminded me of an experience I had not too long 
ago. No, it doesn’t have to do with funeral 
parlors—thank God I have not had occasion to 
deal with them. It has to do with another way of 
making a living with the dead: 

I've seen them before in obscure places in 
Metro Manila, wakes for the dead that last for 
weeks, with no one in attendance looking vis- 
ibly overwrought. Indeed, with everyone in at- 
tendance wearing only a dark frown while seated 
in front of a mahjong table, delicately fingering 
the tiles racked up before them. Or crumpling 
the cards they hold in their hands near their chests. 
All this while 20-kilowatt light bulbs burn around 
a modest coffin, conspicuously displayed through 
an opened door or window of a hovel—an al- 
most splendid thing amid squalid settings. 

What's going on here of course, as most ev- 
eryone knows by now, is the practice of hiring 
the dead to front for a gambling joint. That was 
one of the more memorable moments in “Live 
Show,” quite incidentally, a small-time entrepre- 
neur managing a not very small time gambling 
operation in the guise of a wake by renting dead 
bodies. For some reason, custom—Christian or 
not, I don’t know—allows people in grief, or in 

, to legally divert themselves by playing 
mahjong or pusoy throughout the night. I don’t 
know what the legal limit is to how long you can 
withhold the dead from the worms, but it has al- 
ways seemed interminable to me. 

Years ago, I used to pass by a small street in 
Muñoz on my way to the Inquirer, which was 
still along United Nations Avenue at the time, 
and for some reason it never seemed to be with- 
outa dead. At first I figured that the street, which 
was home to an impoverished community, was 
home as well to disease and violence, which rou- 
tinely claimed the lives of its residents. Even then 
though, I wondered if the coffins in hovels were 
not a drain on those households’ meager re- 
sources. A more streetwise friend swiftly di 
abused me of my illusions. 

Early this year, the practice came to the street 
fronting our housing project. Or so I suspect, 
there being a dead person in the neighborhood 
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that took a long time to bury. At least I figure 
there must be someone inside the coffin that was 
displayed prominently through an open door, 
light bulbs burning fiercely day and night. This 
was at the height of “Edsa III.” At first 1 com- 
miserated in my heart with the family of the be- 
reaved, knowing how hard it is to lose a loved 
one. 1 lost my father when I was very young and 
the smell of tears and flowers always come back 
whenever I see a wake. But not after the way the 
people who attended the wake showed their grief. 
They promptly set up tables where they played 
pusoy and mahjong, and were soon overrunning 
the street, 

During the first days, or nights, of the wake, 
those tables were just confined to the sidewalk, 
which was already an inconvenience as it was a 
busy street where people going to and from their 
office walked past. Soon, however, the tables 
spilled out into the street, occupying half of it, 
which completely snarled traffic. The street, al- 
ready clogged because SM North Edsa disgorged 
its customers into it, became bedlam on week- 
ends, it also being home to a church, which held 
‘masses during Saturdays and Sundays, The gam- 
blers soon pitched a tent over the gaming tables 
‘onthe street, and hung incandescent lamps over- 
head to light up the place at night, when the gam- 
bling was at its fiercest. The rolda and the people 
moving in and out of them made the street virtu- 
ally impassable from late afternoon when the 
playing began, To make matters worse, some of 
the organizers of what had obviously become an 
‘open-air gambling joint, nailed a board of wood 
on the street to serve as a hump, to slow down 
vehicles—which had already dropped to a 
crawl—and ensure the safety of the patrons on 
the street. 


Either the dead was such a popular figure 
that he drew in a throng from far and wide, or 
he was making a lot of money for some people 
who were enterprising enough to embrace him 
as their own. Or, well, maybe he was a relative 
too, but his loved ones were loath to see him go 
without profiting from his departure, The occu- 
pation of the street and the frenzied gambling, 
which began from late afternoon and lasted till 
dawn, took place in plain view of the barangay 
officials and the cops who patrolled the area, I 
do not know that their sudden discovery of tol- 
erance and liberalism owed to their newfound 
capacity to share the grief of the bereaved. Quite 
apart from the way the improvised gambling 
joint was messing up traffic, it was also giving 
rise to anxieties from residents that the crime 
rate in the area might shoot up. The characters 
that were congregating around the gambling 
tables were not altogether savory, nor did they 
wear a funereal look. 

‘The wake lasted two weeks, such was the re- 
luctance of the dead’s love ones to see him go. It 
coincided with the aftermath of the May Ist riots 
in Mendiola. A couple of days after those riots, 
when people were free to devote their attention 
tonew afflictions once again, the aforementioned 
dead was put to rest. The folda in our street folded 
up, though I cannot say for sure never to be put 
up again. People have a way of dying plentifully 
these days and being mourned in this fashion 
doggedly. Even in our street. 

‘Someone I know who has betted heavily in 
such a wake—a legitimate one, he hastens to add, 
the dead being the kin of a friend—has a cynical 
justification for the practice. At least, he says, 
the dead will have served a useful purpose in 
death, if not in life. I don’t know. I've always 
thought myself that dying is not a reasonable 
excuse to inconvenience the living. Certainly, it 
is not a reasonable excuse for the living to use 
the dead to inconvenience the living. A great deal 
in us has died, or is dying, and I don’t know how 
‘we can bring it back to life again. 

‘You look at the characters in wakes like this, 
and you would be at pains to distinguish the liv- 
ing from the dead. 
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Bruising policy clashes seen at G-7 summit 


SINCE the advent of the George W. Bush adminis- 
tration in Washington, the United States has strode 
on the world stage flaunting its power, and antago- 
nizing its European allies over a range of issues, 
and exacerbating tensions between the United States 
and China over missile defense policies. 

‘As the Group of Seven industrial democracies, 
plus Russia, prepares to meet at its summit in the 
port city of Genoa at the weekend, the foremost 
threat tothe G-7's unity comes from expected policy 
clashes between the United States and its allies over 
such issues as climatic change and alternative 
sources of energy to fossil fuels. 

Asif the collision threat is not enough, the Genoa 
summit will come under siege from thousands of 
anti-globalist activists who plan to protest against 
the world economic order without presenting an al- 
ternative program, except disrupting the summit 
with violence. 

‘The violence in the siege of Seattle, Davos, 
Melbourne or Prague illustrates the disruptive ca- 
pacity of the well-financed globalized NGOs which 
are run by jet-setters like the official delegations they 
rail against at the summit. It also demonstrates the 
closure of dialogue between the two antagonistic 
points of view about distribution of global resources 
and wealth, The alternative summits have also be- 
come a global industry, interlinked by the high-tech 
tools of the corporate world and goveraments. The 
Italian government has planned to use a ship, an- 
chored off the harbor, as a venue for the summit. 

If the channels of peaceful dialogue between the 
establishment delegations and the activists have 
been already closed, the stage for a collision be- 
tween US triumphalism and its capitalist allies will 
even be more earth-shaking than the siege of the 
global activists whose agendas are as varied and 
Contradictory as the NGOs. 

Bush will come to the summit determined to 
show to the Europeans, the Japanese and the Rus- 
sians who is boss in imposing the rules of economic, 
environmental and defense global order. But it is a 
comfort to know that some European monetary ex- 
perts are predicting that the current US economic 
slowdown foreshadows the weakening of the dol- 
Jar relative to the euro, the much-belittied European 
economic community's currency. 


= 
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A bruising policy clash looms at Genoa over the 
Bush administration's opposition to European- 
backed proposals to phase out fossil fuel subsidies 
and increase financing for non-polluting energy 
sources. 

In a report by The New York Times, which had 
access to the final draft of a G-7 task force, the draft 
called on rich nations to “remove incentives and 
other support for environmentally harmful energy 
technologies.” The draft also encouraged them “to 
shift priorities of international lending agencies, like 
the World Bank, to support more clean energy 
Projects in poor nations.” 

“The proposals are contained in a report commis 
sioned by the G-7. According to the Times, the pro- 
posals sought “to commit rich nations to help a bil- 
Tion people around the world get their power from 
renewable energy sources, like wind, water and the 
sun.” 

‘The Times reported that the White House said 
its opposition to the proposals was “based on a de- 
sire fo let the marketplace, rather than government, 
decide how quickly renewal energy sources are 
adopted worldwide.” 

But administration critics have pointed out that 
the “marketplace” is a mantra to justify yet another 
example of the Bush administration's “placing the 
interest of oil and gas companies ahead of the drive 
to reduce global warming.” 

US opposition, the Times reported, could ef- 
fectively prevent the G-7 from endorsing the pro- 
posals during the summit which works by consen- 
sus, without which proposals can be stifled. 
“People who helped prepare the report said that 
one important objective was to persuade wealthy 
nations to stop promoting fossil-fuel projects in 
the developing world, a step that could reduce sales 
of power plants, drilling equipment and other 


goods used in producing energy from oil and coal,” 
the Times reported. 

‘While the Bush administration supports the idea 
of expanding use of renewable energy sources, the 
report said, it does not favor the task force's em- 
phasis on government-to-government funding, an 
administration official is reported as saying. The 
official said the goal of a billion people relying on 
clean energy sources within a decade was a target 
that had “no analytical basis. 

Critics said the rejection of the report was the 
“latest example of the Bush administration's under- 
mining of international efforts to combat emissions 
of greenhouse gases.” This followed the announce- 
ment by President Bush last spring that the United 
States had no intention of meeting the targets of the 
Kyoto treaty. The Kyoto Protocol sets targets for 
cuts in carbon emissions. 

‘The US resistance to the G-7 proposals that seek 
to reduce dependence on fossil fuel-based projects 
throws a cloud over plans to use the Genoa summit 
to promote talks on global warming through the 
Kyoto Protocol 

Daphne Wysham of the Institute for Policy Stud- 
ies in Washington said that, “By rejecting the task 
force's recommendations, President Bush is once 
again undermining any attempt to take serious ac- 
tion on global warming.” A study by the institute 
and Friends of the Earth, an environmental organi- 
zation, has found that export-promotion agencies 
of the rich nations, like the Export-Import Bank of 
the United States, are the world’s largest public 
backers of fossil fuels. 

‘The scale of the policy clash between Washington 
and the Europeans over environmental issues is illus- 
trated by a United Nations conference at the weekend 
in Bonn, Germany, on the fate of the Kyoto Protocol. 
‘The Europeans are incensed over Bush's decision last 
March, proclaiming the treaty as dead. Bush has said 
the protocol does not deserve to survive. He said the 
treaty, which requires industrialized countries to cut 

emissions by about S percent between 1990 
‘and 2010 was “fatally flawed. 

‘A meeting in Tokyo last week to persuade the 
United States to lessen its objections to the treaty 
hit an impasse. The United States rejected it on the 
basis that it was “unfair and too costly.” 


Food scares and scams 


WHILE assuring the public that it has nothing to 
fear, at least not right away, from imported soy 
sauce, Health Secretary Manuel Dayrit let go 2 
mouthful. 

Responding to a question about the allegedly 
cancer-causing ingredient 3-MCPD contained in 22 
‘brands of soy sauce and other condiments, most of 
them from China, Dayrit said test results were in- 
conclusive as these had been conducted only on 
laboratory rats so far. “We are far more sure about 
cigarettes. Studies have already shown a clear link 
between cigarette smoking and cancer,” he said. 

Indeed, the things we choose to scare ourselves 
about! Here we are raising a new cancer bogey in 
the form of soy sauce, when all the while we have 
allowed afar more lethal and scientifically validated 
cancer-causing agent to be freely manufactured, 
distributed and even heavily advertised. Advertised? 
Hell, even glorified, as witness scenes on TV, mov- 
ies and MTV. (Where would dark, back-lit scenes 
get their drama if not from swirls of cigarette 
smoke?) 

Dayrit should also get a medal of valor from 
health advocates for in mentioning cigarettes along- 
side the supposedly cancerous soy sauce, he 
slammed a double whammy on another Cabinet 
member: Trade Secretary Mar Roxas. 

It was Roxas, after all, who first raised alarms 
over the imported soy sauce and condiments, which 
have been reportedly banned in the United King- 
dom, Malaysia, New Zealand and Australia. It was 
also Roxas who convinced President Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo to cut the ribbon at the inaugu- 
ration of the new Phillip Morris plant, a billion- 
peso cigarette manufacturing facility. The 
President's presence at the event, if you recall, drew 
protests from the health secretary who had been 
leading a so far frustrating drive against smoking. 

‘When you're trying to convince a skeptical pub- 
lic that it's in its best interest not to smoke, how are 
you supposed to feel when your President graces 
the opening of a major new cigarette plant? 


ACTUALLY, I can’t blame the President or 
even Roxas for that matter. Given the dire 
economic scenario, it would have been fool- 
hardy to ignore the establishment of a plant that 
would not only provide hundreds of jobs, pay 
taxes and benefit tobacco farmers, but also send 
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rosy signals to future investors. 

Faith in the country's prospects deserves some 
reward. 

But if we go by the calculations of both pub- 
lic and private health experts, even with the new 
manufacturing facility, any income derived from 
the tobacco industry is more than offset by the 
cost to the health system of diseases and ailments 
caused by smoking. 

‘To put it another way, the government and 
the entire health sector spend far more to treat 
the consequences of smoking than it earns from 
cigarette taxes. Add to these calculations the cost 

in terms of people-hours lost due to absenteeism 

and chronic illness, to asthma attacks due to first- 
or second-hand smoke, or even to fires caused 
by untended lit cigarettes, and the equation gets 
even more skewed. 

Who's making more economic sense, the trade 
secretary or the health seeretary? 
CIGARETTES aside, it also strikes me as funny 
how we get scared out of our wits and appetites by 


alarms raised abroad, but choose to ignore even , 


more real scares right under our noses. 

We swear off beef after the Mad Cow contro- 
versy, and now have struck off our grocery lists 
made-in-China soy sauce, oyster sauce and other 
condiments. But what about raho? 

Unscrupulous makers of taho, or soya jelly, it 
has been reported, have been known to use plaster 
of Paris to hasten the jelling process. Does the plas- 
{er of Paris make its way out of our system, or does 
it setle in our intestinal crevices? And have you 
ever wondered under what sanitary conditions 
bagoong or patis is made? And did you know that 
among the ingredients used in commercial vinegar 
is hydrochloric acid? 

Tnever did get to ride on the pearl shakes band- 


wagon, and not just because they're spiked with 
sugar. My aversion can really be traced to an epi- 
sode of “Imbestigador,” which happened to deal 
with the complaints of workers in a sago sweat- 
shop, but in the process showed exactly how these 
humongous “pearls” of sago are made. 

‘Watching the men, who were made to sleep on 
the cement floor of the bodega or atop sack“ of raw 
sago, presumably without benefit of a morning 
shower, “mix” the ingredients by churning them 
with their feet inside huge vats, I felt my insides 
squirm and squish. Ugh! 1 can't look at anyone 
slurping those pearl: through those huge “PVC” 
straws these days without recalling the sight. 
SPEAKING of queasy food, there seems to be 
an Internet scam circulating that purports to 
show Taiwanese enjoying the latest “gourmet” 
treat: human fetuses. 

The images come prefaced by sincere-sound- 
ing appeals to stop this “inhuman” practice, al- 
though no one seems to be doing anything about 
it beyond scaring everybody else with the unsa- 
vory images. Downloaded, the images come in 
chronological sequence, showing smiling custom- 
ers “buying” fetus packets, having them cooked, 
then served in what looks like a sleazy diner. The 
“fetus” looks like a singularly unappetizing slab 
of burnt meat. I don’t know why anyone would 
pay good money for it, even if it were really a 
human fetus. 

‘Would anyone engaged in this form of canni- 
balism go to all the trouble of posing for a pho- 
tographer? For what reason? To advertise it? 

"The images “felt” familiar, and 1 recalled a 
similar Internet scam this time about female cus- 
tomers (allegedly of a popular pizza place) be- 
ing videotaped while they used the ladies’ room. 
‘The pictures felt much too posed to be credible, 
and the women “customers” looked Chinese, too. 
I suspect there's a group of pranksters, prob- 
ably based in Taiwan, who specialize in staging 
and creating outrageous images meant to shock 
and create controversy. I've received the images 
twice now, and please, twice is two times too of- 
ten. Enough already. , 

Comments are welcome at ridavid@ inquirer 
comph 


Treasures in Mehan grounds 


NOW that it is established that the present Mehan 
Gardens is but a part of the former Jardin Botanico, 
the protected historical and archaeological site 
covers more than the contested plots of land where 
Mayor Lito Atienza insists on building the City 
College of Manila and the Park and Ride Terminal. 
‘The area is bigger than we thought bounded by the 
post office, the walls of Intramuros, Arroceros all 
the way down to Concepcion Street, literally at the 
foot of the Manila City Hall. I admit the place is 
not as clean and green as it should be, but it is rich 
in historical and archaeological significance. 

If you are passing by the Metropolitan Theater 
en route to Quiapo these days, look into the fenced- 
off area where the Park and Ride Terminal was 
slowly developing before it was stopped by this 
controversy. There is a metal structure already stand- 
ing there which makes me wonder how the con- 
tractors managed to secure a Department of Envi- 
ronment and Natural Resources permit to even dig 
here without the required clearance from the Na- 
tional Historical Institute and the National Museum. 
I presume a DENR permit was issued before exca- 
vation began, so who issued the DENR permit? Why 
didn’t this official check with the NHI and the Na- 
tional Museum? Someone should look into this to 
prevent further cultural damage not only in the 
Jardin Botanico but in other historical and archaeo- 
logical sites around the country, overlooked because 
our attention is focused on the Jardin Botanico. 

History tells us that the Spaniards were threat- 
ened by the huge Chinese population and segregated 
them in ghettos. A part of Binondo was designated 
as a settlement for Chinese converts to Christianity 
while their “heathen” brothers were restricted to the 
Parian where the Metropolitan Theater and Post 
Office stand today. The late H. Otley Beyer explored 
the areas south of the Pasig before the war, identi- 
fying rich archaeological sites at the south approach 
Of the Quezon Bridge, Post Office and Metropoli- 
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tan Theater. In his “Outline Review of Philippine 
Archeology by Islands and Provinces (1947)," those 
excavated deeply before the war “produced enor- 
mous collections of interesting ceramic and other 
materials from the old Chinese Parian of the late 
16th and early 17th centuries. Little modern mate- 
rial, except in upper soil layers.” 

Half a century later, the National Museum with 
modem equipment and better-trained archaeologists 
can reexcavate the Jardin Botanico area to unearth 
pre-Spanish cultural materials. This is a possibility 
as Beyer was able to find, in other areas of down- 
town Manila, fossilized remains of the Elephas 
maximus (indicus) that makes you ponder how, 
when and why these great Indian elephants got to 
Manila inthe first place. 

From April to December 1952, Beyer was busy 
excavating in the basement of the Bureau of Sci- 
ence building in Manila where he had stored one- 
third of his archaeological collection at the begin- 
ning of the war. They could not recover the speci 
mens there afier the Battle for Manila in 1945 be- 
cause the building was burned and later flooded with 
two to three feet of water. They waited three years 
for the water to drain and another two years for the 
place to become dry enough for work. As Beyer 
described the place: 

“In brief, we discovered that the Japanese sol- 
diers had dumped hundreds of our specimen boxes 
and trays into a long window, along one entire side 
of the |West wing] basement, and then covered them 


with tons of dirt and sand—to form a barricade be- 
hind which they fought the attacking Americans. 
In places, this huge pile had been further disturbed 
and mixed up by bomb dispersal squads, after the 
fighting was over. 

“We had to excavate nearly the whole pile, and 
it took us over eight months and cost me about 
3,000 pesos for labor, containers. transportation 
eic. In return, we recovered over 400 boxes full of 
ceramic fragments, stone implements and other 
specimens that were not too badly damaged. There 
were also several hundreds of beads, bracelet frag- 
ments and other jewelry—but most of them had 
been melted or discolored by the fire, although 
some were still in fairly good condition. The im- 
portance of the collection is that it came from our 
Novaliches sites A, C and H—and contained about 
75 percent of the bulk specimens from our Philip- 
pine early Iron Age collection. although all labels 
were of course destroyed, I have a very clear re- 
membrance of the origin of the material—and 1 
have been able to resort nearly 80 percent of it by 

“From one section of the pile we also recovered 
a large quantity (more than 60 boxes totaling over 
a hundred cubic feet) of the fine Middle Ming por- 
celain fragments originally excavated from the Post 
Office and Metropolitan Theater sites; and in an- 
Other section we found some of the Sung porce- 
Jains from the lake district. The pottery and porce- 
Jain fragments were, in general, in quite good con- 
dition—only a few of them being blistered by the 
fire or stained with iron rust. So our Bureau of Sci- 
ence excavation was really worthwhile!” 

‘Again, mention of archaeological finds in the 
Jardin Botanico but the next question shall be where 
these Beyer artifacts are today. 

wes 

Comments are welcome at ambeth@admu. 
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Power, arrogance and sex 


HONOLULU—This just about sums up the essence of 
contemporary politics, not necessarily in that order. You can juggle 
the variables around, but however you define politics, you are bound 
to get one or two or three of the above in combination. Especially 
ina place like Capitol Hill in Washington, D.C. where lies the seat 
of power. 

We thought we were through with the sleazy saga of former 
intern Monica Lewinsky. She should consider herself lucky be- 
cause at least she —_____— 
got out of it alive. AB 
Frecunentraging COMMENTAR’ 
case of another 
former intern on 
the Hill, Chandra 
Levy, is once more 
titillating the pub- 
lic imagination, 
except that she may not be able to tell a grand jury her story. Her 
mysterious disappearance for several weeks now has not only raised 
alarm and suspicion, but the usual question about the vulnerability 
as well as expendability of women in the vicious circle of politics 
and powerful men. Was (or should that still be Is?) Chandra an- 
other naive, awe-struck young woman hoping to become impor- 
tant by dating a powerful representative old enough to be her fa- 
ther? Was she misled by her lover, who may have given the im- 
pression that he was going to marry her? 

In the eye of the political storm is six-term California Rep. Gary 
Condit, who may not ring much of a bell on the Hill, but is a big 
“octopus” in his home district in central California, When his name 
first hit the headlines, there was a collective “Who?” from the na- 

nal audience. It didn't take long for the story to unravel. And it 
would be a familiar story, resurrecting not only Bill Clinton but 
Gary Hart, Robert Packwood, Wayne Hays, Wilbur Mills and other 
‘once powerful men whose peccadilloes littered Capitol Hill. 

Condit is 53, married and the son of a pastor in a family-values 
bastion of California, who is popularly known as a caring public 
servant concerned mainly with the welfare of the common folk. 
He is your “Mr. Nice Guy” next door ready to help anyone in dis- 
tress. But in fact, that’s just the exterior. There's some dark side 
beneath. 

Gale Hammons, a writer for the Modesto (California) Bee, de- 
scribes Condit as an “octopus” in his district, “enjoying a long, 
wide and deep reach,” whose political machine “keeps a tentacled 
grip, behind the scenes, on local policy questions, election dynam- 
ics and candidate recruitment.” He is at the helm of a political team 
that plays rough, according to Hammons, without remorse, intimi- 
dating real and potential opponents. “No one can beat him, so most 
people join him—which augments his power still more.” That’s 
politics in the raw. The joke is that Condit's approval rating is like 
God's when He gets around the district. 

‘Seems like a Filipino invincible warlord politician who's there 
forever and ever? Hammons attributes Condit's “divine stature” to 
two factors, which are similar to the elements accounting for the 
persistence of warlordism in the Philippines. The first is extraor- 
dinary service to his constituency, which touches people in the gut. 
‘And he wasn't even an actor! If someone stopped by Condit’s of- 
fice with a runny nose, someone would hand over a tissue. Twelve 
years of that, notes Hammons, and you have an avalanche of loy- 
alists. The politics of personal loyalty overwhelms whatever else 
you're thinking about the man. Did his followers know that Condit 
‘was or is a compulsive womanizer? More about this later. 

The second reason is image, a carefully crafted PR job that has,, 
parlayed his humble beginnings to a seat in Congress with his han- 
diers making sure that, despite his conservative “Blue Dog” Demo-, | 
crat credentials, Condit appeals to the broad political spectrum as 
a centrist. He has lasted this long with wide bipartisan support in 
his district. 

In Washington, however, “Little Boy Blue” is actually a motor- 
cycle-riding free spirit carousing in the Hill's vibrant nightlife, 
where you don't think you're 53 and over the hill. But reflecting 
on one level of understanding, not that his behavior should be con- 
doned, who could blame him? Here is a guy living alone in his 
apartment, away from his family, and what is he to do on Friday 
evenings, for instance? About 80 percent of the congrésspeople, 
the vast majority of whom are males, do not maintain a second 
home in Washington. They commute back to their home districts 
whenever they can. But for the most part, they are stuck with 
Washington's glittering nightlife with its temptations, and with 
plenty of Monicas and Chandras around as easy prey. Is the Hill 
culture one of preying and being preyed upon? Definitely both 

“This is the classic story about whether a powerful man can put 
himself above the law,” notes another journalist, Maureen Dowd, 
“and about the unappetizing inequity of relationships in Washin; 
ton between older married officials and young, needy women.” For 
10 weeks, Condit denied that he was having an affair with Chandra, 
shades of Clinton's wagging finger denying that he ever had sexual 
relations with that woman Monica Lewinsky! Only Chandra’s par- 
ents’ determined media campaign to flush out Condit made the 
latter admit to part of the truth, that he was indeed seeing Chandra. 
‘And more was to come. It’s the proverbial you-get-deeper-in-the- 
hole syndrome. 

CChandra’s aunt came out of the woodwork as well, and gave an inter- 
view with The Washington Post. Dowd reports that Chandra’s aunt gave 
“Vivid, sad details of the secret liaison” with Condit, including the aunt's 
suggestion that she (Chandra) “try to please her lover by arranging his 
shirts by color and creating a cactus terrarium.” Some aunt! Our classic 
“konsentidora.” Did Chandra confide inher to begin with, just ike Monica 
told all to Linda Tripp? 

‘And as a situation like this would have it, more people are talk- 
ing and telling. A minister in Condit’s home district also came out 
with the information that his daughter, 18 years old at the time, 
had an affair with Condit, who warned her not to tell anybody about 
their relationship. The daughter, however, denied it. Who's telling 
the truth? 

Then a flight attendant also went on TV to tell about her affair 
with Condit, who reportedly asked her to sign an affidavit denying 
their relationship. She gave some details which would convince 
anyone that she was not making it up. 

More details of this sexual politics episode are bound to emerge. 
But it's amazing how the police keeps repeating that Condit is “not 
a suspect” in the case. Apparently, he took a Re detector test, and 
came out clean, but he arranged the test himself, sullying its cred- 
ibility. He has said very little, is very evasive and one gets the 
feeling that there's something lefi unsaid. 

Something which may shed light on Chandra’s sudden disap- 
pearance with no trace at all. A veritable massive “womanhunt” of 
even abandoned buildings has turned up nothing, not a clue. Does 
this have the makings of a perfect crime in the sleazy world of 
power, arrogance and sex? 
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OPINION 


Tithing and giving from one’s heart/7 3x 


ELEONOR Suson of the Depart- 
ment of Political Science, Uni- 
versity of the Philippines, Diliman, 
Quezon City argues her case quite 
strongly on the impropriety of 

ing (“Skepticism on the ‘ikapu’,” 
PDI/6/6/01) but also shows lamen- 
table ignorance of the issue. 

To say that the Church has be- 
come profit-oriented is rather 
sweeping. Not all that involves 
money means business; it may sim- 
ply be a matter of survival. “As a 
devoted Catholic for many years,” 
Suson should have known by now 
that one does not pay for the cel- 
bration of the sacraments. On the 
one hand, Canon Law 848 clearly 
states that the minister “must always 
ensure that the needy are not de- 
prived of the help of the sacraments 
by reason of poverty.” One simply 
gives, offers or donates to the 
Church whatever is within his or her 
‘means. On the other hand, Canon 
Law 222, 1 says, “Christ’s faithful 
have the obligation to provide for 
the needs of the Church, so that the 
Church has available to it those 


things which are necessary for di- 
vine worship, for apostolic and 
charitable work and for the worthy 
‘support of its members.” Therefore, 
it speaks of a distorted priority for 
one who buys a case of beer at a 
child's baptismal party but offers, in 
the words of Suson, only the 
“barya-barya™” to the Church un- 
der the pretext of poverty. Without 
offerings, chances are our priests 
will have to do moonlighting. Hy- 
phenated priests, we call the 
priest-engineer, priest-doctor, priest- 
technician, priest-salesman, priest- 
orchid vendor, priest-meat dealer. 
When that happens, “to fulfill the 
hunger and thirst of the spirit” will 
simply be an impossible dream. 
Yes, there is a very long tradition 
of tithing that dates back to the Old 
‘Testament (among many other pas- 
sages: Gen 14:20, Gen 28:22, Lev 
27:30-34, Num 18:21-24). In the 
New Testament, Jesus is even more 
demanding. He condemned the 
Pharisees for being so self-righteous 
about having paid their tithes while, 
at the same time, neglecting “the 


Making sure the ‘barako’ survives 


IT is quite heartening that in just a 
span of one week, two persons (Rina 
Lim of the University of the Philip- 
pines and Rommel Lalata) wrote 
letters about the need to resuscitate 
and the little steps they are taking 
to contribute in reviving the Philip- 
pines’ dying coffee industry. I'm 
glad that more and more Filipinos 
have begun to appreciate Philippine 
coffee, particularly the famed 
Batangas barako. 

Onthis note, I would like to share 
the Figaro Foundation’s efforts in 
reviving our coffee industry, which 
we are doing through the revitaliza- 
tion of the barako, which is on the 
verge of extinction. The barako is 
one of the costliest casualties of the 
sorry fate of our coffee industry. 
Should we lose the barako, we 


would be losing an important part 
of our Filipino heritage. 

‘That is why, since early last year, 
we have initiated projects to help the 
barako. One of them is Project Bean 
‘Aid, where those who would like to 
help the barako back on its feet can 
buy a bag of the blend and a barako 
tree will be planted in his or her name. 
And on July 21, we will be having 
‘our second Barako Tree Planting Tour, 
where coffee enthusiasts and other 
concemed individuals or corporations 
may take part in planting barako trees 
in Tagaytay. We need to plant 50,000 
barako trees in the next five years to 
ensure its survival —PACITA U. 
JUAN, Figaro Foundation Corp., 
Unit 3C Classica Condominium, 
HV dela Costa St., Salcedo Village, 
Makati City 


‘weightier matters of the law, justice 
and mercy and good works.” (Mt 
23:23) His apostles left everything. 
“If a man wishes to come after me, 
he must deny his very self, take up 
his cross and follow in my steps." (Mt 
8:34) In the life of the early Chris- 
tian community, we note that the be- 
lievers shared everything in com- 
‘mon. “They would sell their property 
and goods, dividing everything on 
the basis of each one's need.” (Acts 
2:44-45) “Nor was there anyone 
needy among them, for all who 
‘owned property or houses sold them 
and donated the proceeds. They used 
to lay them at the feet of the apostles 
tobe distributed to everyone accord- 
ing to his need.” (Acts 4:34-35) The 
demands of Christian life are very 
radical. True, Christ never demanded 
tithes from his disciples. He was 
more radical. He needs our whole 
being (including sanctifying our 
time, work, resources, family, etc.) 
Times have changed. It may be 
true that “neither the Vatican nor the 
priests are starving like so many of 
the poor,” but we really don't have 


LETTER 


? 


for us to give. It is alarming enough 
to have so many poor parishes. But 
it is even more alarming to see that 
only a few really give from the heart. 
We call ourselves Christians, but we 
cannot give our lives, our time, our 
property, not even a tenth of our in- 
come. We can give only the “barya- 
barya.” St. Paul says: “Everyone 
must give according to what he has 
inwardly decided: not sadly, not 
grudgingly, for God loves a cheer- 
ful giver. God can multiply his fa- 
vors among you so that you may 
always have enough of everything 
and even a surplus for good 
works.” (2 Cor 9:7-8)—REV. FR. 
FERDINAND T. HERNANDO, 
OAR, vice rector, St. Ezekiel 
Moreno Novitiate-Recoletos, 
Señora de la Paz Subd., Sumu- 
long Highway, Antipolo City 


Aussie justice will catch Gonzaleses’ killers 


THE MURDERS of lawyer Teddy 
Gonzales, his wife Lowiva and 
daughter Clodine on the night of 
July 10 at their home in Sydney 
shocked the Filipino community in 
Australia. I heard about it first on 
radio. Because of the medication I 
was taking, I could not report on the 
murders. 

Since I worked in Australia as a 
joumalistin April 1993, I have never 
reported anything similar to it. But 
one thing is sure to happen: the po- 
lice will arrest the suspect or suspects 
‘who will not be presented to the me- 
dia and Australia’s justice system will 
provide the victims fair justice be- 
cause, unlike in the Philippines, there 
you cannot bribe prosecutors and 
judges. Judges usually render their 
decisions after the prosecutor and the 


defense counsel rest their case; the 
written decision follows. 

Our police, the National Bureau 
of Investigation, prosecutors and 
soldiers think that their jobs are done 
when they present the suspects to 
the media. This is wrong because the 
media are not part of a judicial sys- 
tem, and the police, NBI and sol- 
diers violate the human rights of the 
suspects who are presumed innocent 
until proven guilty. 

When I was visiting San Jose 
City, Nueva Ecija, the hometown of 
my wife Rosette, Rep. Eleuterio 
Violago told me that he would be 
happy if our police, prosecutors and 
judges could not be bribed and jus- 
tice would not be delayed —OS- 
CARR. LANDICHO, orlandicho 
@hotmail.com 
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It takes three to make love perfect 


IN FILING Senate Bill No. 782, 
Sen. Rodolfo Biazon proposes to 
legalize absolute divorce to end 
what he calls loveless marriages. 
No more love? Only because 
we forget that it takes three to 
måke a love perfect: husband, wife 
and God. Our own Constitution 
speaks in awe of the institution of 
marriage when it refers to its 
“sanctity,” an attribute attached 
only to things divine. For it is the 
divine that ennobles love. And 
those who say that love is present 
only in the quickening of the 
glands or the tingling of bells de- 
face man’s nature. No wonder we 
say, there is no love. As Fulton 


Sheen would say, “those who 
‘would separate the earthly sound 
from the heavenly harp can have 
no music...But they who see in all 
earthly beauty the faint copy of dis, 
vine love, they who see fidelity to} 
every vow—even when the other! 
is untrue—a proof that God loves; 
us who are so unlovable, they who 
in the face of their trials see that: 
God's love ended in a cross, these 
will, even on earth, learn that love! 
was made flesh and dwelled! 
among us."—JO IMBONG,} 
convenor, Mothers for Health,! 
Home Empowerment and Re- 
forms, Unit 101 Valle Verde’ 
Homes, Kaimito St., Pasig City , 


Column on strokes appreciated a 


1 AM writing to express my most 
sincere thanks to Neal Cruz for his 
column last July 5 titled, “Good 
news for stroke patients.” As a re- 
gular Inquire reader, I have known 
Cruzto bean astute political observer 
and commentator, but I was pleasant- 
ly surprised to discover that he can 
discuss the state-of-the-art medical 
developments at the level of the 
country's best medical columnist 

T found his article to be particu- 
larly relevant because my own dear 
mother suffered a minor stroke a 
month ago. She has fully recovered, 
though she is still alittle weak. But 
our family is anxious over the pos- 
sibility of a second and more severe 
stroke, as very well explained by 


Cruz, and subsequently confirmed; 
by my mother’s neurologist. 

Now comes this drug, Perindopril, 
‘which is supposed to reduce the risk * 
of stroke by up to 50 to 75 percent. I; 
have always become skeptical about | 
so-called “wonder drugs” but after , 
reading Cruz's article, Ihave decided ; 
torevisit my mother’s neurologist, so" 
she can avail of the benefits of this 
new treatment. 

In closing, a million thanks to* 
Cruz and others like him, who: 
through their writings, can claim to, 
have had a very positive impact on 
the lives, health and well-being of 
ordinary people like us —LALAINE, 
A. RAPADAS, 13 Road 14, Project, 
8, Quezon City : 


Preparing for heavier traffic in Bicutan 


WE take note of the letter of Ringo 
Morella of Parafiaque City last June 
29 regarding the inevitable “traffic 
‘monster rising in Bicutan” which the 
ongoing construction of the SM 
mall will create as soon as it opens. 

Like Morella, we also anticipate 
the very foresceable congestion which 
the structure will cause. However, at 
this point, with the construction al- 
ready going on, the most that we can 
do is coordinate with the local gov- 


emment of Parañaque and the resi- 
dents of that area to discuss the pos- | 
sible traffic management solutions, 

We would like to thank Morella 
for his concern and to reiterate that ' 
the convenience of our tollway-us- 
ing public will always be on top of 
our priorities. LUIS SISON, 
chair and CEO, Philippine Na- 
tional Construction Corp., Eds 
cor. Reliance Street, Manda. 
luyong City 


The world has truly 
gone to the dogs 


IN A HISTORIC (yet infamous) ruling of the- 
Chilean Appeals Court, the tribunal has decided 
in favor of Augusto Pinochet, stating that the 
former strongman is “mentally unfit” to stand trial © 
and defend himself from the charges filed against 
him for human rights abuses. Subscribing to the 
arguments of the defense that Pinochet's previous 
strokes and heart attacks have caused him to 
suffer from mild dementia, the court, in effect, 
exempted him from prosecution. 

But while this may initially seem as an iso- 
lated case (confined to a small country 30 hours 
away from Manila), it nonetheless sets an omi- 
nous and ignominious precedent for the country 
and its legal institutions. For only a day after the 
Chilean ruling was the arraignment of former 
Philippine President Joseph Estrada. Charged 
‘with economic plunder amounting to P4 billion, 
his arraignment process took on the characteris- 
tics of the Kafkaesque and the surreal, with the 
counsel of the accused saying that Republic Act 
7080 or the Plunder Law was unconstitutional — 
which was ironically the very same law Erap him- 
self had co-authored when he was still a senator. 

While the nature of the accusations are dif- 
ferent—with Pinochet charged with committing 
human rights violations and with Erap suspected + 
of amassing ill-gotten wealth—the comical bent: 
of the proceedings and the more compromising ; 
bent of the incumbent governments have become 
dangerously similar. And with former Justice, 
Secretary Serafin Cuevas joining Estrada's de 
fense team, the possibility of an acquittal is not 
far-fetched. As foreign observers have noted, the 
likelihood of the Pinochet trial losing momen-3 
tum was just a matter of time. This may yet hap- 
pen in Estrada’s plunder case. j 

In the end, it is uncertain who among the three, 
is truly mad: Pinochet with his “mild” dementi 
the Chilean court for believing in the ex-dictator's 
conjectures, or Estrada for violating his own plun- 
der law? Strange world, isn’t itR—MARY 
AILEEN BACALSO, secretary general, Asian , 
Federation Against Involuntary Disappear- 
ances c/o FIND-Philippines, 50 K-8th St., West 
Kamias, Quezon City 


Wrong image and message 


COMING home from a late afternoon class in PE 1, 
Foundations of Physical Fitness, where because of the 
growing number of smokers, both male and female 
from among our youth, delivered an inspired lecture 
on the dangers of smoking, 1 was elated to see in the 
six o'clock news a proposed bill which will make 

legal the purchasing and smoking of cigarettes, by 
‘minors, 16 years old and under. The justification for. 
the bill includes statistics such as 99 percent of those 
‘who have lung cancer contracted the disease from 
‘smoking; nine Filipinos every hour or 4.570 million a 
year die of heart disease where cigarette smoking is a 
predisposing factor; two Filipinos a day or 20,000 a 
‘year die due to smoking; annual government income 
from tobacco products is P21 million while annual 
expenditure by the government for the treatment and 
‘medical care of patients who are sick or dying because 
of smoking is P46 million; billions of dollars worth of 
class suits filed in court against cigarette manufacturers 
in the United States have been decided in favor of 
‘complainants. 

“Toward the end of the newscast, I was shocked to 
see President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo wearing a hard 
hat and gracing the groundbreaking ceremonies of a 
cigarette manufacturing facility! Are we that despers 
me in wanting to project a favorable image of foreign., 
investments still coming into our country, that we per 
mit the entry of a business venture, proven with glar- 
ing and indisputable facts, to be a losing proposition 
and posing a great danger to the physica fitness, health 
and well-being of our youth and people?—' 
APARICIO H. MEQUI, president, Philippine As-! 
sociation of Physical Educators Inc. (PAPE), 109! 
Valenzuela St., U P Diliman, Quezon City ” 
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AN X-RAY of the Abio-Cor implantable 
replacement heart inside a recipient is displayed 
during a press conference at the Jewish Hospital 
in Louisville, Kentucky July 16. REUTERS 


Doctors upbeat 
about artificial 
heart prospects 


LOUISVILLE, Ky—Surgeons said on Monday 
they were encouraged by the progress of the 
world’s first self-contained artificial heart re- 
cjpient and believed the device was working 
Sell enough to proceed with a second implant 

7 Dr. Robert Dowling, who helped implant the 
ekperimental device at Jewish Hospital in Louisville, 
Kentucky, said he was encouraged by early results 
ffom the trial and said the next such implant for his 
téam could come within a week or two. 

~ “For at least the next week or two, our re- 
sources, our human resources, are limited. We 
need to put a lot of energy into our current 
patient. It will be a week or two before we do 
another implant,” Dowling said. 

Earlier on Monday, Dowling and fellow sur- 
‘geon Laman Gray said the heart recipient showed 
improvement in his liver, lung and kidney func- 
tion and had begun mild exercises to rebuild 
miuscle tone lost to the end-stages of heart failure. 

Both said the patient, whose identity is secret 
but is described as a diabetic man in his 50s, has 
done better than they had expected before: the 
surgery. But they cautioned that the patient is 
extremely sick and will be so for a very long time. 

“We can have trouble with everything else, 
‘but we're not having troubles with this heart,” 
Gray said referring to the heart's performance 
despite the patient's weakened condition. 

._ He told a news briefing that the patient's 
condition prior to the surgery was “as far in 
end-stage heart disease as anybody can be.” 

‘The doctors said the patient's kidney func- 
tion has retumed to where it was a year ago, and 
his liver was functioning at near-normal levels, 
‘which was better than they had hoped. His lung 
function, a key concern in any heart surgery, 
also looked good, they said. 

Since the implant, he has had various compli- 
cations including a procedure early on to stop 
intemal bleeding around the grapefruit-sized, tita- 
nium and plastic device. Last week, doctors drained 
fluid from around the device's battery pack and 
the patient was placed back on a ventilator. Reuters 


US may grant 
amnesty to 3M 
Mexican illegals 


WASHINGTON—A plan that could grant legal 
status to up to 3 million Mexicans living illegally 
inthe United States is being weighed by the ad- 
mtinistration of President George W. Bush in one 
of the largest amnesty programs ever considered. 

Many details remain to be worked out and no 
decision is imminent, Bush’s spokesperson said, 

Despite potential problems, press secretary 
Ari Fleischer said Monday that Bush was com- 
mitted to working with the Mexican govem- 
ment to ease “what has been a disorderly proc- 
ess” along the 3,200-km border. 

~ The administration's review touched off a 
lively political debate, 

+ Mexican President Vicente Fox, who has urged 
Bush to consider legalization steps, welcomed the 
development. Speaking Monday to the Economic 
Club of Chicago, Fox said he is committed to “as 
many rights as possible for as many Mexican im- 
migrants as possible as soon as possible.” 

A task force of top Justice and State Depart- 
ment officials prepared a report for the White 
House outlining options for overhauling US im- 
nigration policies toward Mexico. 

A broad grant of amnesty for illegal Mexi- 
c@ns already living in this country was among 
the options cited by the task force, but the report 
did not include specific recommendations or 
spell out a timetable, administration aides said. 

£ Fleischer said that “regularization of undocumented 
‘Mexicans in the United States” was being weighed. 

$ Border safety issues will be considered in 
any immigration overhaul he said, He also sug- 
gested that a new program for guest workers— 
those who are working only temporarily in the 
United States—was being crafted. 

‘Congressional conservatives have opposed 
afything beyond allowing Mexicans to stay as 
temporary laborers. The consideration of even 
limited amnesty is a divisive political issue, par- 
ticularly in border states and among Republicans 

Congress. 


Summit fails at 11th hour 


AGRA, India—India and Pal 
stan scrambled yesterday to ex- 
plain how their leaders failed to 
reach any accord on their half- 
century dispute over Kashmir, as 
Kashmiris braced for renewed vio- 
lence in the Himalayan province. 

“We had high hopes from the summit 
that it would bring peace to Kashmir,” 
said 16-year-old student Naveed Bashir 
as he waited for his school bus in the 
Himalayan province. “But unfortunately, 
the failure of the talks means more vio- 
lence, death and destruction.” 

Late Monday night, Pakistani President 
Pervez Musharraf met for an hour with 


Indian Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee 
in one final attempt to salvage the three- 
day summit. As midnight approached, how- 
ever, neither side was willing to budge and 
Musharraf departed for the airport and flew 
back to Pakistan without any agreement or 
joint statement issued. 

It appeared that the stumbling blocks 
involved language over how to describe 
the dispute over Kashmir and the militants 
that India calls terrorists and Pakistan calls 
freedom fighters. Neither government was 
specific about the final obstacle. 

India's foreign and defense minister 
Jaswant Singh said Vajpayee had “firmly 
Wied to raise the question of terrorism. . 
If such an understanding by Pakistan ex- 
isted on terrorism, this situation (of no 


accord) wouldn't have arisen.” 

‘The governments stunned summit del- 
egates from both South Asian countries and 
more than 1,000 journalists from around 
the world who had been told all day to 
prepare for a joint declaration by the two 
leaders that would cover new ground on 
Kashmir, security, terrorism and narcotics. 

Instead, a spokesperson for the Indian 
government gave a terse, one-sentence 
statement that no agreement was reached. 

The summit “certainly was inspired by 
the expectation . . . that there would be 
accommodation, understanding and move- 
ment forward,” Singh told a news confer- 
ence yesterday. 

“Complex negotiations and discussions 
hang by a thread,” he said. “We made 


every effort to arrive at an agreed text. I 
don’t want to say how close we were or 
far we were.” 

Noting that Musharraf had invited 
Vajpayee to visit Pakistan, Singh added, 
“I would not treat this as the end of the 
exercise. Our commitment to peace, dia- 
logue, and amity between the two coun- 
tries remains 

“The caravan of peace will continue 
‘on its march and on some auspicious day 
it will reach it’s destination,” said Singh. 

Pakistan's Information Minister Anwar 
Mahmood yesterday said Musharraf was 
“very, very disappointed and hurt that he 
and Vajpayee had agreed to everything, 
they had settled on an agreement and six 
hours later it was in tatters.” AP 
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Jiang warns US 
unleashing new arms race 


MOSCOW—Chinese President Jiang Zemin 
yesterday called for a new world order to coun: 
ter US hegemony, and warned the United States 
that itrisked unleashing a new arms race through 
its disputed missile defense plans. 

Jiang, on the third day of a state visit to Russia 
during Which Moscow and Beijing signed a his- 
toric friendship treaty, said the two nations bore a 
major responsibility for maintaining world peace. 

No country can develop its own security by 
harming the fundamental security interests of 
others. We must dispel the Cold War mentality 
and eradicate the theory of superior weapons,” 
the Chinese leader told a packed hall of students 
at Moscow State University. 

“To destroy the global strategic balance and 
develop new cutting-edge weapons systems will 


only start a new arms race and endanger world 
peace,” he wared in the presence of Russian 
President Vladimir Putin. 

China and Russia have led opposition to the 
ambitious US project to build a space-based 
missile defense shield to ward off incoming mis- 
sile attacks from so-called “rogue states” such 
as North Korea and Iraq. 

Worried that it coilld be used against their 
own strategic arsenal, they say that it will de- 
stroy the global security architecture of the last 
three decades by violating the 1972 Anti-Ballis- 
tic Missile (ABM) Treaty. 

Ina clear message to Washington that Russia 
and China will act together to counter its role as 
the world’s only superpower, Jiang said that 
only an international order based on “equality” 


could guarantee global peace. 

“Each country and region must establish a 
complete system of security based on mutual 
trust, mutual benefit, equality and consultations 
as its core. Only in this way can we maintain a 
peaceful, stable and prosperous world,” he said. 

The United States on Monday had given a 
cautious welcome to the signing of the new 20- 
year Russia-China friendship accord, saying it 
posed no particular threat and might even be in 
Washington's interest. 

“The broad Good Neighborly Treaty of Friend- 
ship and Cooperation, replacing an outdated 
1950 version that failed to prevent a 1969 bor- 
der war, commits China and Russia to “mutual 
efforts tö support global strategic balance and 
stability.” AFP 


CHINESE President Jiang Zemin (left) exchanges documents with Russian 
President Vladimir Putin in Moscow, July 16. The leaders of China and 


Russia saidthey wanted the 1972 Anti 


tic Missile pactbetween Moscow 


and Washington to be preserved unchanged as a basis of internationat 


stability. 
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Seoul hurls new salvo in book row with Japan MPs, troops 


SEOUL—South Korea yesterday said it 
‘would ask Japan to remove names of Ko- 
rean war dead from a controversial shrine 
in Tokyo, in a move likely to further strain 
relations between the two countries. 

‘The South Korean request follows 
Seoul's decision last week to impose a 
series of sanctions in protest at Tokyo's 
authorization of new school history text- 
books which critics say whitewash the 


Asia before and during World War I. 

It was not known until 1991 that more 
than 21,000 of the war dead commemo- 
rated at the Yasukuni Shrine in central 
Tokyo were Koreans. 

‘The shrine is controversial because it in- 
cludes the names of fourteen war criminals 
convicted by the Allies after World War II 
along with nearly 2.5 million ordinary Japa- 
nese who died in that and other wars. 


which were taboo up until the mid-1980's, 
prompt regular protests from Asian states. 

Relatives of the Koreans listed at 
‘Yasukuni have been demanding the re- 
moval of their names from the shrine, 
where the war dead are individually listed 
on either scrolls or bound books made 
from traditional washi paper. 

Most of the Koreans enshrined at 
Yasukuni are thought to have been con- 


listed under Japanese names they were 
forced to adopt. 

“The government will soon make an 
official request to Japan to return the me- 
morials to the Korean victims,” an offi- 
cial of the ministry of foreign affairs and 
trade said. 

“It is nonsensical that the memorials 
of Koreans are kept in the Yasukuni 
Shrine alongside those of A-class Japa- 


history of Japan’s military aggression in 


Visits to the shrine by Japanese leaders, 
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scripted as forced labor or soldiers and are 


nese war criminals,” he said. 
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to defy Wahid 
clampdown 


JAKARTA—Indonesian MPs were gathering 
here yesterday and thousands of troops were on 
stand-by ready for a snap impeachment hearing 
if President Abdurrahman Wahid declares a state 
of emergency. 

“About 80 percent of national assembly mem- 
bers are already in Jakarta,” the Golkar party's 
leader in the assembly, Fahmi Idris, said. 

“The rest are now travelling to the capital, 
and 90 percent will be here by Thursday.” 

Wahid has threatened to declare a state of 
emergency at 6 p.m. Friday and dissolve parlin- 
ment unless his opponents drop their efforts to 
impeach him. 

‘All 695 members of the national assembly or 
MPR had been instructed to stay close to the par- 
liament for an emergency impeachment session at 
an hour's notice, Indonesian Democratic Party of 
Struggle (PDIP) legislator Heri Achmadi said. 

“They have all been placed on alert to be 
ready to gather for a snap impeachment hearing 
within one hour of any emergency declaration 
by the president,” he said, 

A special session of the MPR, Indonesia's 
top legislature, is scheduled to start impeach- 
ment hearings against Wahid on Aug. 1 at the 
behest of the lower house, on the grounds of 
alleged incompetence and his possible involve- 
ment in two financial scandals. i 

But assembly leaders have urged MPs 10 Be 
prepared for a snap session if Wahid carries out 
his threat. 

Early Tuesday 6,000 soldiers and police 
staged a show of force at the parliament com- 
plex in a preview of the heavy security planned 
for the impeachment hearing. 

Twenty armored cars, 12 fast troop carriers, 
two helicopters, and 500 vehicles including 
trucks, cars and motorcycles were deployed in 
and around the complex. 

A total of 42,000 police and military person- 
nel will be deployed across the capital during 
the special session, of which 6,000 would guard 
the parliament, police said. 

Plans have also been devised to evacuate 
MPs by helicopter to an “undisclosed location” 
if the session is disrupted, Jakarta Gov. Sutiyoso 
said. AFP 


Rwanda genocide 
suspects worked 
for UN tribunal 


UNITED NATIONS—The UN court investi- 
gating the 1994 genocide in Rwanda said on 
Monday it had taken four investigators off its 
payroll because, like the defendants they worked 
for, they were suspected of war crimes. 

‘The disclosure was a fresh blow to the Inter- 
national Criminal Tribunal on Rwanda, already 
under fire for being behind schedule and bogged 
down in bureaucratic infighting 

‘The court is based in the Tanzanian town of 
Arusha and is hearing cases stemming from the 
1994 slaughter of up to a million Tutsis and 
moderate Hutus by Hutu troops and militias, 

11 issued a statement saying it would not re- 
new employment contracts for the four investiga- 
tors as three of them were named on a Rwandan 
government list of genocide suspects while the 
fourth was under investigation by a court pros- 
ecutor for possible involvement in atrocities. 

‘The investigators were part of defense teams 
paid by the court to represent indigent suspects. 

‘The court wants to provide high-quality le- 
gal representation for all the defendants,” said 
UN spokesperson Farhan Haq, 

“A lot of the people who were senior in the 
Rwandan justice system either fled, were killed, 
or in some cases participated in genocide. There 
were a large number of people involved,” Haq 
said. “The problem is finding out who the guilty 
are, and that process is still going on.” 

‘The contracts of three of the investigators 
had expired and would not be renewed while 
the fourth was being suspended, the court said. 

‘The tribunal, which has been plagued by ad- 
ministrative difficulties, has tried only a handful 
of people for genocide, among them former 
Rwandan Prime Minister Jean Kambanda, who 
was sentenced to life in prison. 

International groups have criticized the court 
for failing to bring the alleged masterminds of 
the genocide to trial. 

Amnesty International said recently the lack 
of experience in running a court had led to 
inefficiency and confusion, unacceptable delays 
and, in at least one case, a breach of confidential 
information. Reuters 
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2 rebels 
killed in 
Mindoro 


BY JOEL JABAL 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


ILAGAN, Isabela—Farmers and concemed resi- 
‘dents are opposing the field testing of Bt com, a 
generically modified crop, in 10 towns ofthe 
Province. 

The apposition was formalized during a pub- 
lie hearing here Monday as the municipal councils 
Of four ofthe 10 towns targeted for field txts 
Passed resolutions supporting the activity. 

‘Members of the provincial board sald they 
wouid study the reasons cited by those opposing 
dnd supporting the field testing before desing on 
is endorsement. 

“The proposed il testing activites would be 
done it 11 villages covering a tll of 22,100 
hectares of agricultural and 

Monsanto, a multinational agricultura) firm 
that inated the project, would let foose Yieidgard 
Be com seeds injected with the organism called 
Bacillus thuringiensis in 32 proposed sies in the 
country, including those in Isabela 

"The project aims t confirm the resistance of 
Bt cor 10 the Asiatic com borer, evaluate iS 
Economie value and assess is grain quality 


CALAPAN CITY—At least two rebels 
were killed in a clash between a New 
People’s Army group and soldiers of 
the Southern Luzon Command's Task 
Force Banahaw early Tuesday in 
Mansalay, Oriental Mindoro, 

‘The battle site in Sitio Tumbaga, 
Barangay Panaytayan, some 180 kilo- 
‘meters south of this city, was where Army 
Maj. Noe! Buan was believed held. Buan 
was released in April in Sitio Bait, also in 
Panaytayan, à Mangyan community. 

‘The area was also believed to be 
where NPA spokesperson Gregorio 
“Ka Roger” Rosal is now based. 

Col. Danilo Fabian, Solcom spokes- 
‘person, said soldiers of the 16th Infan- 
try Battalion recovered the bodies of 
the unidentified rebels, who belonged to 
the NPA’s Regional Guerrilla Unit led 
by acertain Kumander Lawin. 

‘They also found two M-16 rifles 
and other NPA paraphernalia. 

In Compostela Valley, an Army ser- 
geant and two militiamen were killed 
When an’ ambush by about 30 NPA 
rebels 'in Barangay Anibungan, Maco 
town on Saturday. 

‘Amy Col, Felipe Berroya, 701st 
Infantry Division chief, said soldiers of 
the 60th TB under Maj. Roger Mada- 
logdog were riding in a military vehicle 
when they were attacked. 

Killed were Sgt. Verbo Castillo, and 
Orlando Anticamara and Bernie Cinda, 
members of the Citizens Armed Forces 
Geographical Unit. 

Berroya said the government troops 
‘engaged the rebels in an hour-long ex- 
change of gunfire until military rein- 
forcements arrived, forcing the rebels to 
withdraw. With a report from Anthony 


By JOEL JABAL 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


CALAPAN CITY—Environmentalists and 
anti-mining advocates hailed the decision of 
Environment Secretary Heherson Alvarez to 
revoke the mineral production sharing agree- 
ment (MPSA) of Aglubang Mining Corp./ 
Crew Minerals Philippines (CMP). 
“This isa victory of the people,” said Evelyn 
Cacha, provincial chair of the Alliance against 
Mining (Alamin). 

je don’t need cobalt and nickel. Our peo- 


“The villages where the field tests are scheduled 
are Carulay in Echague, Alinguigan 2nd and San 
Felipe in Tagan, Sili in Aurora, Villaluna in 
Cauayan, Diarao in Jones, Masaya Sur in San 
Agustin, Malamag West in Tumauini, Napuccu 
Pequeño in Reina Mercedes, Yeban Sur in Benito 
Soliven, and Garita in Cabagan. 

‘The municipal councils of Cabagan, Echague, 
Tumauini and Jones have approved resolutions 
endorsing the field tesis in their areas. 

‘The Bt com is considered a genetically modi- 
fied crop. GMOs are animals or plants conceived 
thróugh bioengineering. 

Prof. Romeo Quijano of the University of the 
Philippines assailed the proponents of the field 
tests for ignoring public health and safety. 

He said that among the side effects on users of 
GMO-enhanced products are the possible spread 
of cancer. 

“It would be better to uphold the environ- 
ment's beauty and safeguard people's health than 
‘embarking on a short-term development." he saic 

Dr. Charito Medina, a UP College Los Baños 


Oriental Mindoro Rep. Alfonso Umali Jr., 
(2nd District) said he had never lost hope that 
the MPSA, approved last December by then 
Environment Secretary Antonio Cerilles, would 
be cancelled. 

‘Alvarez announced the revocation-of the 25- 
year agreement in a press conference Monday in 
‘Quezon City. The MPSA covers more than 9,000 
hectares near the boundary of Victoria, Oriental 
Mindoro and Sablayan, Occidental Mindoro. 

“If the mining operations will continue, we 
will suffer flooding worse than the one we expe- 
rienced in 1993,” Bishop Warlito Cajandig said. 

Environment Undersecretary Gregorio 


Isabela farmers oppose 
field testing of Bt corn 


entomologist, said further study of the effects of 
Bt com-laced seeds was needed before doing the 
field tests and selling the seeds to farmers. 

Danilo Tumama, Cagayan Valley Agricultural 
Regional Center chief, welcomed the proposed 
field testing in Isabela. 

He expressed confidence that Bt corn yields 
‘would increase by 30 to 69 percent compared 
with ordinary com varieties, like the IPB-911 and 
the Super Sweet Com, 

‘The increase in harvests was first reported in 
General Santos City where initial field tests were 
held last year. 

‘Tumamao and other Bt com test proponents 
said the crop's leaves and stalks were free from com 
borers, its grains clean and undamaged, its yield 
increase would reach 9 percent, and the plants could 
withstand adverse weather conditions. 

‘The 3,000-strong Danggayan Dagiti Mannalon 
iti Isabela, a province-wide farmers’ organization, 
asked Gov. Faustino Dy Jr. to oppose the field 
testing. saying it was “environmentally poisonous.” 
Villamor Visaya Jr, PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


Mindoreños laud mining pact revocation 


sidered a “landmark ruling to guide mining opera- 
tions in the future.” 

Cabantac said the DENR evaluation team 
found that the mining area is traversed by two 
active earthquake faults, is located in a critical 
watershed, overlaps with areas being claimed by 
Mangyans as ancestral domain, and is being 
claimed to be a Tamaraw Reservation Area. 

He said Alvarez saw for himself that the 
mining area was indeed inside a watershed, the 
source of the Mag-Asawang Tubig which sup- 
plies water to two major irrigation projects in 
Naujan town and this city 

‘The company said it was willing to invest $35 


Allada, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


ple need something to eat.” she said. 


Cabantac said Alvarez’s decision could be con- 
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billion to develop the nickel and cobalt project. 


Journalists 
to march today 


CITY OF SAN FERNANDO, Pampanga—Fifty 
‘journalists in Pampanga vowed to wear red shirts 
‘when they march to the provincial capitol here 
today to demand a public apology from Board 
‘Member Crisostomo Garbo for acts “inimical to 
the pursuit of press freedom.” 

The Capitol Press Corps, the Pampanga chap- 
ters of the National Press Club, the Kapisanan ng 
mga Brodkaster sa Pilipinas and the Angeles City 
Press and Radio Club have also asked the Bureau 
of Immigration to verify Garbo’ s citizenship, 

Garbo angered the journalists when he said in 
a speech at Wednesday's provincial board ses- 
sion that capitol reporters were behind the “im- 
aginary rift” between Gov. Manuel Lapid and 
Vice Gov. Juan Miguel Arroyo. 

Chris Navarro, Sun*Star Pampanga reporter- 
photographer, said Garbo also pressured report- 
ers to reveal their sources of stories disclosing the 
“pre-scripted” session that had maneuvered the 
selection of heads of powerful board committees. 

Reporters leamed that Arroyo and some board 
members, in meetings held before the elections, 
had already chosen who was to get what commit- 
tees, violating the policy of transparency that 
the vice governor had laid down. 

Garbo, who became Arroyo's ally early into 
the campaign trail, got the chairmanship of the 
powerful committee on appropriations. 

Other board members comered committee 
chairmanships except Robert David, a Lapid ally 
who felt “strangely left out.” 

Apologetic, Garbo said he was “taken by emo- 
tions.” 

‘Arroyo appealed to reporters to be more “re~ 
sponsible” in exercising faimess in reporting pro- 
vincial affairs. Tonette Orejas and Jun Malig, 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 


Traders warned 
on fake ad agents 


A PAMPANGA newspaper publisher has warmed 
businessmen and government offices against 
dealing with bogus advertising agents who are 
using the Central Luzon Weekly Mirror (CLM) or 
the non-existent Metropolitan Mirror in their 
swindling activities. 

Jerry Lacuarta, CLM publisher and editor, said 
a syndicate, headed by a woman, has been solic- 
iting ads in Pampanga without authority from the 
newspaper. 

Lacuarta said the group has duped small busi- 
nessmen, mostly fishpond operators, fingerling 
breeders, cooking oil producers, and animal feed 
makers in remofe villages. 

He said that among the recent victims who 
complained to him were a cooking oil manufac- 
turer in San Simon who paid P750; a small tomato 
planter in Arayat, P500; and a feed producer in 
Lambac, Guagua, P3,500. 

Lacuarta said the woman, described by the 
victims as a “sweet talker,” had obtained blank 
forms of CLM ad contracts from Angel Camiling, 
a former advertising agent of the newspaper, and 
reproduced the documents. 

Lacuarta said Camiling recruited the woman 
as partner in soliciting ads sometime last year. It 
was then that CLM started receiving complaints 
from some businessmen who did not see their 
ads in the newspaper. 

Lacuarta said the group wás also soliciting 
ads for the non-existent Metropolitan Mirror, 
which was planned to be a sister publication of 
the CLM in Metro Manila 
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SC dismisses judge 
TUGUEGARAO CITY—The Supreme Court 
has dismissed a judge in Cagayan for allowing 
a payoff between litigants in court premises in 
1996. It also ordered the forfeiture of govern- 
ment benefits of Judge Dominador Garcia of 
the municipal trial court in Tuao. In a decision 
issued last week, the high court said Garcia 
allowed the use of his sala for a payoff be- 
tween two Tuno policemen and a suspected > 
gun wielder on Oct, 30, 1996, Villamor Visaya -+ 
Jr, PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


Rapist gets death 
LA TRINIDAD, Benguet—For the first time in 

this capital town's history, a court sentenced a 4} 
man to death for raping his 10-year-old step- 
daughter. Judge Francis Buliyat of the regional, 
trial court said the man should die by lethal es 
injection for sexually abusing the gil three times 

in 1997 and 1998 in Taloy Sur in Tuba, Benguet. 
Ina decision issued on July 2, Buliyat ordered 
the man to pay his victim P375,000 in damages. 
Buliyat said 80 percent of at least 60 pending rape 


cases in Benguet involved child victims. Joya 
Santos Doctor, PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


SC tests camera use 


LA TRINIDAD, Benguet—The Supreme Court is 
testing the use of modern visual equipment to ease 

the fear and discomfort of child rape victims while 
testifying in court. Amadeo Degay, assistant clerk 

of court for Benguet, said the high court was 

thinking of installing cameras inside the judge's 
chamber where victims of child rape will testify. 
Viewing screens will be put up inside the court- 

room. Degay said that under the present system, 

the child faced the accused rapist, along with several 
others, making it difficult for ber to testify during. 
the tril. Joya Santos Doctor, PDI Northern Luzon {1 
Bureau 


Calamity funds sought 


SAN FERNANDO CITY—llocos officials 

appealed to President Macapagal-Arroyo to order 
the immediate release of calamity funds, including 
internal revenue allotments of provinces, forthe 
rehabilitation of towns ravaged by Typhoon “Feria” 
in the region early this month. Senior Supt. Arturo 
Lomibao, Regional Disaster Coordinating Council 
chair, said Pangasinan, La Union, Ilocos Sur and 
Tocos Norte needed at least PI million each as 

initial financial aid and P500,000 each forthe ~ 
region’ eight cities. Peter La. Julian, PDI North- 
ern Luzon Bureau 


Soldiers seize guns 


CAMP MELCHOR DE LA CRUZ, Isabela— 
Army soldiers recovered 11 high-powered firearms 
from a suspected rebel armory in Pamplona, 
Cagayan, Reports said Valeriano Balbuena, a 
former member of the New People's Army's 
Apayao Party Committee from 1987 to 1992, 
guided the soldiers to a firearms cache in Barangay 
Gatto in Pamplona. Balbuena said five M-16 rifles, 
one M-14 rifle, three shotguns and two -38 cal. 
revolvers were entrusted to him by his former 
colleagues, Villamor Visaya Jr PDI Northern 
Luzon Bureau 


3 drug suspects nabbed 


HAGONOY, Bulacan—Police arrested three 
suspected illegal drug pushers in their hideout in 
Barangay Sto. Niño here on Thursday. Arrested were 
brothers Candido, Ferdinand and Luciano Laderas. 
Recovered from them were 19 plastic sachets of 
shabu (methampethamine hydrochloride), a digital 
weighing scale and a list of people believed to be their 
regular customers. Carmela Reyes, PDI Central 
Luzon Desk 


8 wounded in robbery 


KIDAPAWAN CITY—Eight persons were 
wounded when five armed robbers entered a grocery 
store here on Sunday night. Witnesses said the 
‘gunmen barged into the Kasapid Warehouse and 
declared a robbery. A security guard, Edwin 
Malatabon, wrestled with one of the robbers but € 
was hit in the nape, Also wounded were Sergio 
Samonte, store owner Jose Pimentel and his son 
Ryan, The robbers took off in two L-300 vans with 
P40,000. Jeffrey Tupas, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Moro leader killed 


KIDAPAWAN CITY—A Moro community 
leader, his two sons and a daughter-in-law were 
shot and killed by three gunmen while entering a 
mosque on Alim Street here yesterday morning, 
Hadji Abdul Tangkle, his son Tato and his wife 
Nono died on the spot. Another son Mukalidin 
died at the hospital. Tangkle’s wife Noria was 
wounded and brought to the hospital. Noria 
identified one of the attackers as Sahid Ali, a 
neighbor. Ali, who was arrested after the incident, 
claimed he acted alone and that the Tangkles had 
mauled him. Jeffrey Tupas, PDI Mindanao 
Bureau 
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Villagers feast on logs 2 dead men 


dumped in 


swept away by ‘Feria’ lahar area 


By TONETTE OREJAS 
BY CRISTINA ARZADON A farmer said they pulled the trees branches and roots in some trees. PDI Central Luzon Desk 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau ashore.for their own use. “This is incredible, We are calling s 
“This is our only relief from our (on) the DENR to determine who 2 a x MINALIN, Pampanga—Of late, 
BANNA, Ilocos Norte—While ty- losses. We cannot allow anyone to should answer for this,” Abadilla: ; i's lahar fields have become 
phoon victims in locos Norte are claim these trees. We will keep them Nueva Era officials have adopted A $ $ te dumping ground of sus- 
Still probably cursing "Feria," villag- as our own,” the farmer said. an internal arrangement allowing i s pected victims of summary executions, 
ers here are going gaga over what Banna Mayor Jaime Abadilla, farmers to keep the trees as long as a Ex police reports showed. a e 
they consider “a gift from herecent amazed by the volume of trees that they live within the river's surround- eas MNE oi e 
calamity. swamped the river, said even 50 10- ing areas. Sto. Tomas-Minalin tail dike found two 
Residents have feasted on hun- wheel trucks would not be enough The arrangement was reached af- dead men there on Friday last week. 
dreds of trees swept downstream by to haul all the trees because of their ter the DENR reportedly gave per- | See osewern z f : ‘The heads of the men were wrapped 
flashfloods at the height of the ty- sizes and quantity, mission to local officials to allow the in packaging tape. Their necks were siran- 
phoon early this month. “I cannot say Whether these trees residents to get what they need even > gled with nylon rope, the children said. 
“The felled trees—an array of vari- are manna from heaven or a disas- without securing salvage permits otis wand vae of dhe man Doo 8 
ous species from mahogany, acacia, er," Abadilla said, noting that while from the agency. 4 art er er es tes ns, 
damortis to arro-o—were found the trees caused farmland to be silted Nueva Era Councilor Jose Valente, > 7 Ger jaan dan toon tie tae wae. 
Spread across the Bongo River, which when the river overflowed, residents however, said priority would be given remained unidentified. FS 
also traverses the neighboring towns have found materials to rebuilddam- to those affected by the typhoo 3 For villagers who fought in a people 
of Nueva Era and Marcos. aged houses. Farmers lost no time in looking 3 power-like manner the attempts by dis- 
Heaps of uprooted trees and bro- “Let's just say thetreescameasa for what they can salvage from the Nils posal firms to throw garbage here, the 
ken logs clogged the river channel reward to affected residents,” he rare find. 5 z; 3 discovery of dead bodies drew angry 
and swamped nearby farming areas. added. Armed with chainsaws, the farm- ike. mae iod < 
Residents say the trees were swept However, Abadilla, expressing ers took to the river and cut the trees ; $ Pien Moselshris g eas ader 
s a = always resisted. Now, they're 
from the Surong Valley in Nueva Era suspicions that some of the trees into slabs. They etched markings on dumping the dead in our village. This is 
and carried by strong water currentto may have been illegally cut, told re- those they could not work on for the sii scion a bad,” Dominga Mendoza, a resident in 
the Bongo River that straddles Banna porters he wanted these to be kept as day to signify that the tees have epes Sta, Catalina, said. 
allthe way to Marcos. Evidence for he Department of Envi- already been owned. RUDE RIVER CROSSING CEN In Bacolor town, which lies north of 
Due to the weight of the trees, 50 ronment and Natural Resources to Valente denied that illegal log Children make their way across a jetty over the Cagayan de Oro | Minalin, farmers on July 12 discovered 
hectares of farmland in four villages assess. in his town caused the trees to be | River. The structure was installed in preparation for the | ahalfnaked dend woman along the San 
here were flooded whentheriverover- He shared the residents’ obser- swept away from the mountains. construction of a bridge. Local historians and anthropologists are | fidro segment of the S6-kin long FVR 
flowed orits channel diverted creat- vation that a large fraction of the He said the trees were uprooted | opposing the bridge project, saying it would affect archeological Kraan oo 
1g a new spillway from adjacent trees seemed to have been previously whena portion of the mountain slope | efforts near the area. to be between 18 and 22 years old stood 
fields, they said. cut as shown by the absence of eroded during the typhoon. at 5 feet 3 inches, remained unidentified. 


Egg basket’s fate 
blamed on DPWH What Drives You 


MINALIN, Pampanga—Typhoon repair the structure. 
fury spared most parts of Bondoc and Board Member Nestor 
Pampanga, but it left this coastal town, Tolentino have asked the Commission 
the egg basket of Central Luzon, ina on Audit last week to audit the project 
state of calamity. funds. The two officials also asked the 
Feria’s floodwaters, coming from DPWH to compel R-II Builders to ex- 
three rivers, drained through this town, plain why it was not repairing the dam- 
bursting the unfinished San Femando- aged section. * 
Sto, Tomas-Minalin tail dike. ‘We were expecting that they would 
From a 30-meter gap three weeks maximize the non-rainy days for the 
ago, the dike’s damaged segment wid- repair. To date, no equipment has 
ened to 70 meters on Monday, forcing moved and no action has been taken 
more floodwaters to swamp Minalin, Since this is already the rainy season, 
according to Mayor Edgar Flores. more than 40,000 residents in my dis 
More than 3,000 families in seven trict (fourth district) including those in 
villages are still under two to three feet Minalin, will deal with more serious 
of floodwaters that have turned murky, and longer flooding,” Bondoc said. 
he said. Post-election hostilities have made 
But more than the floods, it was the the situation worse. Former mayor San- 
“inaction” of the Department of Publie tiago Yabut withdrew the truck, which 
Works and Highways’ Mount he owns, that the town uses during 
Pinatubo Rehabilitation Project Man- evacuation. 
‘agement Office (MPR-PMO) that has Financial records were also missing 
prompted the municipal board to de- from the municipal offices, making it 
clare a state of calamity, Flores said. difficult for newly elected officials to 
Requests by residents and officials determine how much money was avai 
to immediately repair the damaged dike able for relief assistance, Flores said. 
have fallen on deaf ears, Pampanga Rep. Tolentino has asked the provincial 
Juan Pablo Bondoc said. government to allot emergency funds 
‘Amando Ramirez, head of the to the town. Flores has asked town 
DPWH MPR-PMO office, said he residents, especially the rich, to pool 
has repeatedly urged R-II Builders, local resources like food, medicines, 
the construction firm which won the potable water and vehicles. Tonette 
project to strengthen the dike, to Orejas, PDI Central Luzon Desk 


Negros sugar farm 
overseer, son killed 


By CARLA P. GOMEZ house of Baylon in Hacienda Luga. 
PDI Visayas Bureau Among he suspects in the bush 

were the Javelosas 
BACOLODCITY—A sugar fam over- Andres Siacor, the cousin of Alex, 
Sear and his son were slatted dead yes. TUNS the 24-hectare Hacienda Luga, a 
terday by two men inside a jeepney in SUBar farm claimed by Baylon in 
Sagay City, 82.5 km north of here. Barangay Baviera, Sagay. 

Killed were Gerardo Javelosa,63,a ,_Javelosa was claiming the property 
cousin of Sagay Mayor Fortunio i” behalf of his employer, a certain 
Sosa und Gason Fumando 30.” Gen. Emilio Luga, who lives in Manila. 

Gerardo's daughter Shiela, 26, suf- Gerardo and his (wo children were 
fered stab wounds in the hands. riding in a jeepney owned by their rela- 

Policemen were able to amestoneof Wy) p ap ase Reais 

the suspects, identified as Andres WAY to the town proper hey 
Sizar, an hour aer he amek a o Wefetcked at about 6:30am, 

Siaor, 43, s he ndminisirstorofa THe Javeosas were seated in the 

gon 45 is the administrator OF back of the jeep when a passenger got 


P aS Two men at a waiting shed chased 


Supt, Modesto Sanson, Sagay Po- ihe slow-moving Jeep, got inside the Æ Performance. 
lice chief, said the anack could have "he slow-moving jeep, go: inside the 
heen uiggered by revenge for a previ- anman sane There are great demands on people in my line of work. | travel 

AB shout 20 armed men He Said Sheila wied to ward off the 
Killed farm worker Margarito Torres 
and wounded Amel Berales and Alex 
Slacor, who were staying in the farm 


assailanis almost 400 kilometers a day — road or no road -visiting provinces 
Gerardo and Femando were declared DEA ; 

dead on arrival at the Lopez District for medical missions and relief operations. It’s tough, even for 

Planters Foundation Hospital 


my 4x4 vehicle. That's why | insist on using only the best diesel 
engine oil- DELO. With DELO, my engine runs smoother and 


Cargo vessel sinks E E Gorey 


DAVAO CITY—An interisland C.F. Sharp Shipping Corp., was 
cargo vessel docked at the Sasa loaded with cars, accessories, and is EL aN 
Wharf here sank afer it was rammed other imported good: T- 
by a bigger Singaporean vesseleariy Wharf security guard Romualdo Rimpy Bondoc 
yesterday. Mariano said the Pacific Eagle was 
pie 29 eewmembers ofthe MV docking beside the Dingalan Bay Congressman, 
ingatan Bay and their wives es- when the accident happened. ist anga 
caped unhurt. Badjaos helped those Coast Guard Capt. Crisolito Siini inatin 
Who had difficulty in swimming. Agustin said damages could reach 
The 1,479-ton Dingalan Bay, millions of pesos and their clean-up 
which was loaded with iron bars, operation would run for days. 
canned goods and plastic products, Based on preliminary investiga- 
docked at the wharf at } a.m. tion, the skipper of the Singaporean 
Its captain, Alfredo Sarturio, ship, Ahmaed Hashim, a Bangla- 
said they were about to take iheir deshi, had acknowledged having 
breakfast when the Singapore-based problems with the steering wheel 
MV Pacific Eagle hit their vessel, and engine. Anthony Allada and 
Lino Vietorino, skipper of the Joel Bscovilla, PDI Mindanao 
8,533-ton Pacific Bagle owned by Bureau, and ARP 


== = ACROSS: 


NATIONE 


iY ar ined 
fu 


2 


A COUPLE in a traditional Kalinga wedding ceremony. Weddings are the 
grandest and most colorful of events in Cordilera communities. oesiree caza 


JUN BANDAYREL, e 


s ROLANDO B. FERNANDEZ, Bureau Chief 


Divorce, Cordillera style» 


By DESI 
Benguet 


REMEMBER an Ifugao friend 
from Banaue telling me in jest that 
she wanted to get married in a 
traditional Ifugao wedding ceremony. 
‘My friend said she wanted to do this because 
in marriages formalized in indigenous communi- 
ties in the Cordillera, it would be casy to get out 
of marriage,or get a “divorce,” il circumstances 
did not allow the marriage to work out. 
1 never believed her. 
In my visits to Cordillera communities, I would 
always notice that traditional weddings are the 
grandest and the most colorful of community 


CALUZA 


events. Merrymaking fills the air while tapuey 
(rice wine) or basi (sugarcane wine) flows, 

1 never imagined that the concept of divorce, 
whichis perceived to be a Westem practice, could 
reach as far as the hinterland communities of Mt. 
Province, Ifugao, Kalinga and Benguet, 

T tied lo track down my friend from Banaue 
to confirm if it is indeed true that “divorce” exists 
in indigenous communities. Instead of finding 
her, Lended up with another friend, Manny Ngitit, 
a native of Lagawe, Hugao. 

Divorce doos exist in Cordillera communities, 
he said. 

“In our place, you call it bolhe. Actually, this 
has been the practice of our forefathers who 
wanted to get out of marriage,” Ngitit said. 

In Tlugao, infertility and domestic violence 


are among the grounds for divorce. But inferi 
has always been noted as the most common reds 
son cited by Ifugao couples in separation 

“Having a child is a very big factor fo 
family. So it is their belief that it is useless Livi 
together if you do not have any children,” Neiti, 
sai aeg 

For many Tgorot families, having childrég, 
‘means opportunities for a better life for the colt” 
munity that basically relies on farming. 

‘The process of divorce in Ifugao, however:ist 
not as tedious as the one offered in the divorde® 
bill prepared by our legislators. 

Ngitit said the separation of a couple ‘wag, 
processed through amicable settlements betwee. 
the families of the concemed spouses. Commi 
nity elders play a vital part in mediating these, 
settlements, 

‘fier an agreement is reached, the couple dis 
vide their property and end the talks with the! 
butchering of a cow or a pig to be shared with the- 
community. 

In Sagada, Mt, Province, a member of ‘thi? 
Kankanaey tribe said the grounds for divoréd! 
varied from homicide, infertility and impotence, 
to insanity, The divorce process among, 
Kankanacys is called sina. 

Parties involved in the separation butchers 
carabaos and pigs to formalize the settlement. 

Childlessness i 

Ina 1979 dissertation titled “The Social World: 
of the Ibaloys” by Ursula Cariño Perez, childless 
ness was cited as the “strongest ground for 
vorce.” Incompatibility, laziness, cruelty and in’ 
fidelity are seldom used as reasons for divorce in 
Ibaloy communities. 

Divorce among Ibaloy couples is knowns 
ed'dang. However, this type of separation is only 
temporary because Ibaloys believe the coup] 
can remarry. 

In other Ibaloy communities, divorce is calied 
bisak. 

The ed'dang can take effect for about a month 
or more depending on what has been agreed upon- 
by the parties. In case of cruelty or infidelity, the” 
ed'dang may be imposed for a certain period'tó- 
allow the guilty party to reform. 

IE the spouses insist on having a divorce, Me” 
council of elders would give them a prescribed! 
period, about a year or more, to consider their. 
desire to separate. 

If conflict between the spouses was not re~i 
solved within the prescribed period, the elders 
‘would then require them to submit ‘themselves 
for final separation, 

In the ritual, a pig, cow or carabao is butch 
ered and community members are invited and 
notified of the divorce. 

‘A couple granted divorce due to infertility, 
divide their property equally and share in the 
expenses for the ritual performed. 

‘A study conducted by Lyn Madalang, execu- 
tive director of the gender rights group Ebgan, 
dealt with a case of separation and multiple mar- 
riages in Bauko, Mt. Province. 

Madalang, a native of Bauko, said a part off 
the study dealt with the experiences of her grand- 
mother, who was engaged in multiple marriages, 
and the cases of divorce in their town. 

“I ound out that multiple marriages in Bauko 
are born out of divorce cases. Divorce has been. 
practiced by our forefathers and it (helped ex- 
plain) why most members of the community ace. 
our close relatives,” she said 

Community concern 

Divorce, like marriage, in Bauko is consid- 
ered a community concern, 

‘The beauty of the traditional practice of mar- 
riage and divorce can be felt when the commu- 
nity is there to support the couples, according to 
Madalang. 

“Either the former wife or husband treats the, 
new wife or husband as his or her sibling,” she’ 
said 

‘The Kankanaeys in Northern Benguet also 
treat divorce cases as community concerns, 

When former Benguet board member Bial 
Palaez was born, the Kankanaeys in Kapangan 
town were so happy that the curse was broken 
after his parents underwent a divorce or man-abs. 
olang. 

Palaez said divorce was actually allowed by.23 

‘cultural requirement. 

“In my case, my parents had to undergs 
man-ol-olang because my seven siblings who. 
came before me were dying one after the other, 
so the elders decided that they have to separate to 
break the (curse)," Palaez said. 

A ritual was performed afier the Palaez couple 
decided to divorce. A ritual that involves: she 
butchering of a pig was done to ask the spirits to 
assist the couple in mending their problems. 

Months after, Palaez's parems remarried, but 
this time, they had to change to their names. to 
signify their intention in establishing a new Jjfe 
and a new family and to forget the past. 

“So when they married again, I came as, the 
first born until there were seven of us. No gne 
died anymore,” Palacz said, 

Only a few couples in northern Benguet still 
practice the man-ol-olang since Christianity and 
other religions have slowly been embraced -in | 
indigenous communities, 

In Mt. Province, couples choose to undergo $ 
indigenous wedding ceremonies but still formal- 
ize their marriage vows in Catholic or Anglican į 
churches, 

“Colonial policies did not help in solving rar- 
riage problems. For me, the divorce bill being $ 
(proposed by Sen. Rodolfo Biazon) is just right | 
since we have so many cases of separations, And } 
we can never say that divorce can erode family | 
values,” Madalang said. 

“Why is it that violer 

cest rape are rampant if there are rea 
values?” she asked. 


inst women and | 
family | 


Baguio’s deep, 
dark secrets 


By VINCENT CABREZA 
Baguio City 


AGUIO City’s prime real estate is perhaps its bi 
gest asset. About 30 percent of properties in the city 


have commercial values that shoot up to as high as 
P500 million, making Baguio land one of the country’s 
most coveted assets in recent history. 


“That quality of wealth had also been - beets lime is chemically vulnerable to 
pressure enough to keep the city's deep-water. Such sinkholes act as water tun- 
Est, darkest secrets buried for nearly 11 nels, delivering surface runoff water 
geass. Until typhoon "Feria showed up down to underground rivers or toward 
an July 4, battering its hillsides andthe lowlands. 

Unraveling its “very real” geological Many are big enough to swallow 
‘ightmares forall to sce. houses. 

‘About 50 sinkholes, imperiled The MGB documented the collapse 
cliffside communities and countless of a house in Crystal Cave in 1997, Apil 
fome lots that are vulnerable to flooding Said the house was built right above a 
were again uncovered as Feria's rains thin layer of limestone that barely 
Jalled close to 40 people in a matter of shielded a sinkhole, 
days. Typhoons that year caused the 

ost of these conditions had been- sinkhole layer to open, swallowing a 
documented and mapped out by the foundation column of the Daag family 
Mines and Geosciences Bureau (MGB) home. The same sinkhole is endanger- 
as far back as 10 years ago, following ing the household of neighbor Liza 
ihe city's devastation after the July 16, Mamaril 
1990 earthquake. 'A teal estate broker said industry ex- 

Bul the city government has only pens felt that the hazard zones could 
been reflecting on the geological haz- Wigger a 50-percent plunge in Baguio's 
ards after Feria. Jand values. 

Vice Mayor Betty Lourdes Tabanda “Weare worried because the way we 
is bracing herself for a fresh round of understand sinkholes and geological haz- 
legislative debates to push into lw a ards, you are not allowed to develop 
comprehensive land-use plan that incor- these parcels of lad anymore, and land 
potas “very renl public hazard zones” -is a vital commodity in such short sup- 
Kaentifed by the MGB five years ago. ply in Baguio. The city realized our con- 

"It will be the land-use plan's second cerns because its need for investors re- 
foray into the public eye. When the pan lied.on how valuable Baguio land really 
was first introduced in 1998, councilors is," the broker admitted, 
agonized over the hazard zones' impact Gaps in land value 
Oh real estate tares, as well as the fundas But even Baguio's nnd value scale 
menial foundations of Bagwio's landed may bs temporary. 
wealth, Tabanda said. Estrella Tano, city assessor, said the 

“The hidden issue (behind) the city's gaps beween the actual land values the 
resistance to hazard zones had been land ~ city imposes and the commercial land 
Values. There were fears (raised by other yxiues tmposed by brokers have been 
Councilors) that the hazard zones wil too wide for comfort. 
plunge Baguio's real esate values © a” Tano cited Session Road in down- 
disastrous Tow. (A councilor) kept mis- oyun Baguio and the Mines View Park 
ing the hazard zones’ impact on taxes properties 
teeause he suid the zones could mean a Ene Session Road property, for et- 
Scaling down of values,” Tabanda said. ample, reportedly sells at P100,000 for 

“While i is ideal to defend the land- = every square meter when we actually 
use plan because it protects people from valus such land at P3,300," Tano ex- 
Such hazards, the real concems (raised plained. 
by most city officials) were about (eco- “The Bureau of Intemal Revenue also 
nomics).” has a vastly divergent zonal valuation 

True land scale system, 50 the same property costs 

Neoman de la Cruz, MGB regional 20,000 per square meter to them. So 
director, said the city's real estate con- Baguio land had been atthe center of 
tem could never replace the lives lost to such (industry confusion). 

Feria's landslides She said the proposed hazard zones 

"The buried houses in Barangays might actually help rationalize the real 
Misan and Pinsao Proper were built on estate industry and help stabilize land 
cliff sides, prices inthe ay 

People did not relly ler from the 
1990 earthquake. But | am hoping they land has problems Jike ths. ‘The city 
teamed from Feria. itsometimes takes a reduces your taxes and the land remains 
tragedy to prick our conscience about an asset, In fact, the city could actually 
‘wt our priorities should have been,” offer beller incentives for tree farms or 
De la Cruz said. parks i these parcels of land are not 

“Heat estate was the real issue why supposed to be inhabited. Trees can help 
our geologica! hazad warningshadbeen secre the land, and the city can offer tax 
ignored, why deceive our Geal estate) incentives for tha," Tano said. 
buyers? Why didn’ we tell our people De ta Cruz said Baguio homeowners 
that their lands lie atop danger spots? and real estate brokers should take a sec- 
We should not use the principle of ca- ond look at the geolagical sciences, 
veat emptor buyers beware--because Monsters or angels 
We nre talking about lives hera” “I think the fears are misplaced be- 

But real estate fears have not been cause they are reacting more to monsters 
flimsy concoms. than angels, We did not propose a haz- 

Fay Apil, the region's chief govem- ard map so we can eject people, We are 
ment geologist said the hazard zones offering the hazard map so people would 
posted onenvironmentalmapsaredawn your Fow to live there. he said, 

{0 include a wide margin of coverage "He said houses on perilous sites must 
Because most of the actual danger spols deal with their fite from "good engi- 
have yet to be measured scientifically, neering perspectives” 

according to their acteal scale. “If a house sits on top of a small 

Several zones re located in high-end sinkhole, it can extend its foundations 
properties. For example, the mansions beyond the sinkhole or seek new braces 
near Mines View Park, which the Inte to avoid falling nt them. Sinkholes are 
strongman Ferdinand Marcos allegedly not made overnight, It takes millions, 
bought or built in the 19805, are actually hundreds of yews Tor one to develop, 
Jocated on a fauk ine that geologists had and water eats imo lime for the same 
already mapped out before July 1990. amount of time. So we ae nol dealing 

Limestone base with new problems, unless you block 

+ Mulimilion-peso houses also line the sinkholes,” he said, 
Barangays Crystal Cave, Dominican "Water will always look for a way 
Hill, Mirador Hill and Quezon Hill. All down, and that will probably cause land- 
properties sit on limestone foundations, slides instead. We are advocating mili- 

Limestone areas are normally lined = gation measures because you cannot stop 
with surface and underground sinkholes natare, You just have to ive with i." 


“Edsa 2’ launching 


a JHE BAGUIO launch 
ig of “Edsa 2 À Na- 
ion in Revolt,” a pho- 

tographic account of the 
events that led to People 

* Power 2 in January this 

year, will be held at 4 p.m. 
~ on July 21 at Iggy’s Inn and 
Restaurant on South Drive. 

Some of the 53 leading 
Filipino photojournalists 
whose works are included in 
the 231-page journal will 
grace the launching. 

‘The book, published by 
Anvil and AsiaPix, is not 
just a photographic account 
of the revolt against Presi- 
dent Joseph Esirada but 
also a chronicle of the 
events that Jed to tie downfall of back 
the popularly elected president. cover blurb. 

‘The photographs “unmask the An essay written by Sheila S. 
‘renl Estrada and reveal that the im- Coronel, director of the Philippine 
age he projected was different Center for Investigative Journal- 

tefrom what he really was: A Presi- ism, leads off the 252 photographs 

dent who took advantage of his judiciously chosen by a group led 
iy to rob the country by managing photo editor Sid 
according to the book's Balatan of AsiaPin 


m 
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i a "TOOTS SOBERANO 
RESCUE workers dig for survivors in a house swamped by a landslide along Camp 8 in Baguio City during typhoon "Feria's" onslaught early this month: 
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Importante na tumibay ang tiwala ng mga 
customers ko sa akin. Kaya naman laging da best 
lang ang nire-recommend ko. Pagdating sa diesel 
engine oil, bilib ako sa DELO. ‘Di nagpuputik ang 
makina kaya mas malakas ang hatak at matagal 
ang pagpalit ng langis. Sa DELO, siguradong hindi 


ako mapapahiya. 
lun Sandor 


Jun Salvador 
Experienced Mechanic 
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Police to do a Basilan in Metro Manila 


(From page A1) 


the suspects as Tirath, Harmil, Joseph 
and Kulwant Singh. 

Judge Ma. Angelica Paras- 
Quiambao of the municipal trial court 
in Magalang and Mabalacat towns in 
Pampanga issued the warrants for 
arrest. 

Immigration Commissioner Andrea 
Domingo also ordered the arrest of 
Baljit and Parmait Kaur, the wives of 
Tarith and Harmil, respectively, who 
had allegedly entered the Philippines 
using spurious papers. 

farting in February 
‘The four Indians were linked to the 


abduction of Sukwinder Singh, Balwint 
‘Singh, Paul Singh Nahai and Asha Rani. 

‘They were also allegedly involved 
in about 20 other unreported kidnapping. 
ceases in Central Luzon's Indian com- 
munity of more than 2,000 nationals, 

‘According to reports gathered by the 
NBI from Indian communities, the vic- 
tims were abducted starting in Febru- 
ary in Mexico and Magalang towns in 
Pampanga; Gerona town in Tarlac; and 
San Jose City in Nueva Ecija. 

“The families of the victims—except 
for Rani, a 30-year-old businesswoman 
‘who was believed raped and killed— 
reportedly paid ransom of at least P1.8 
million each. Rani has been missing 


since Feb. 11 

The kidnappers, reportedly aided by 
Filipinos, held the victims for an aver- 
age of 30 days, releasing them only 
‘when the ransom had been paid in full, 

Orlando Dizon, NBI regional di- 
rector, said the crackdown on the In- 
dian kidnappers of fellow Indians 
would not have been possible if the 
victims’ relatives did not provide 
leads to authorities. 

Dizon said the NBI had been inves- 
tigating kidnapping incidents since 
1998 but could not come close because 
of the silence of the victims" relatives. 

NBI sources said the syndicate, be- 
lieved led by one Jaswinder Pal, had 


“outgrown” its robbery and extortion 
activities in the early 1980s. 

I now reportedly operates in Bataan, 
Bulacan, Nueva Ecija, Pampanga, 
Tarlac and Zambales under the super- 
vision of provincial handlers with con- 
nections to the police and military. 

Most of the abductors are new ar- 
rivals from India who operate in tandem 
with longtime legal immigrants, the 
sources said. 

They said local Indian business 
‘groups had not raised an alarm. I is the 
‘communities of Indians into small re- 
tail and lending businesses who are do- 
ing so, 

“Weare urging the victims and their 


Gov’t agents arrest 2 alleged ABE leaders 
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porters of Estrada, who is now detained 
‘on charges of plunder and perjury. 

‘The sources said PMLP was identified 
with Noli de la Cruz and Arturo Tabara, 
‘who broke away from the Communist 
Party of the Philippines in the erly 1990s. 

‘On Dec. 26, 1999, Tabara, the al- 
leged chair of the Rebolusyonaryong 
Partido ng Manggagawa ng Pilipinas 
(RPMP), and De Ia Cruz, the alleged 
vice chair of RPMP, met with then 
President Estrada in Baguio City. They 
announced the holding of peace talks 
between RPMP and the government. 

‘The RPMP's armed wing is said to 
be the Revolutionary Proletarian Army- 
‘Alex Boncayao Brigade (RPP-ABB). 

The Sosyalistang Kilusang 
Manggagawa (SKM), however, said that 
Singh and Marcelo were not ABB lead- 
ers but trade union organizers of SKM. 

“We deny that they are ABB lead- 
ers." SKM vice president Roel Garcia 
told the INQUIRER last night. 

‘Garcia said Singh and Marcelo were 
arrested on Commonwealth Avenue while 
holding a meeting with SKM members. 

He said SKM was a legal organiza- 
tion of workers, peasants and urban poor 
chaired by lawyer Emesto Arellano, head 
Of the National Federation of Labor. 

Political dissenters 

“Despite Edsa I and Edsa II demands 
for meaningful social transformation, the 
military-police establishment continues to 
resont to practices blatanly disregarding 
human rights by simply labeling political 
dissenters as members of the communist 
movement,” SKM said in a statement. 

Garcia said the military planted the 
guns and the grenade allegedly seized 
from the two trade union organizers 

De los Santos said a joint military 
and police team confiscated from Singh 
and Marcelo two .45 cal. pistols and a 
fragmentation grenade. 

“The Army chief said the two were 
Also in possession of documents suppos- 
edly detailing plans to disrupt Ms 
Macapagal's Sona, De los Santos did 
not disclose what these plans were. 

But Army spokesperson Lt. Col 
Jose Mabanta said the documents indi- 
cated “no violent plans. “All of these 
‘are protests and march 

‘Mabanta said the civil disturbance 


CAPTURED communist rebels Danilo Singh, alleged national commander of the Alex Boncayao Brigade, and 


Rolando Marcelo, alleged head of the education department of the Partido-M: 


presented to the media at Fort Bonifaci 


plan included a march by leftist groups 
fon Congress, where they would protest 
against government's policies. 

Militant groups are planning to launch 
rallies on Monday to highlight what they 
call Ms Macapagal's “failure to live upto 
the expectations of People Power I.” 

Garcia said SKM was planning to 
stage rallies on Monday. 

"The rallies are aimed at exposing Ms 
Macapagal as a President not serving the 
interests of the poor. “During her first six 
‘monthsin office, she did nt keep her prom- 
ise to fight poveny, adopt new politics and 
push for good governance,” Garcia said. 

Director Thompson Lantion, com- 
munity relations chief of the Philippine 
National Police (PNP), said security 
preparations for the President's first 
Sona would be further tightened in light 
ofthe arrest 

Lantion said the PNP would field 
1,000 additional personel, raising to at 


Jeast 3,000 the number of police person- 
nel to be deployed.at the Batasang 
‘Pambansa where Ms Macapagal will de- 
liver her Sona. 

‘Singh and Marcelo are reportedly 
wanted for the “liquidation” of four people, 

‘Delos Santos said the rwo were respon- 

sible for the killing of Angelo de la Cruz, 

general manager of Kawasaki Philippines 
in November 2000, and Remedio Pascua, 
a resident of Bulacan, on Oct. 12, 2000. 

‘Singh and Marcelo also reportedly had 
a hand in the killing of Gregorio Yaber, 
president of the Katipunan ng mga 
‘Kooperatibang Pangsakayan ng Pilipinas, 
‘on Sept. 14, 2000 and Enrique Alden, 
president of the Ugnayan ng Maralita sa 
Letre in Malabon, on Nov. 27, 1999. 

“We expect a slowdown in liquida- 
tions as a result of their arrest,” De los 
Santos said. 

Mabanta said investigators were de- 
termining whether Singh and Marcelo 


No budget for 2002 in GMA ‘Sona’ 
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proposal during his Sona because the 
economy was then in good shape. 

“But this is the first budget of Presi- 
dent Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo anyway 
50 we would like to make sure that it's 
realistic. That is why we cannot disclose 
now how much budget we will be ask- 
ing for because there will still be a Cabi- 
net meeting after the Sona,” she said. 

In the proposed budget, the 
Macapagal administration must assume 
a specific peso-dollar exchange for next 
year. It must also set the targets for rev- 
‘enue collection, budget deficit and eco- 
nomic growth rate. 

‘The steep depreciation of the peso 
‘against the dollar the past few days and 
poor revenue collections amid the glo- 
bal economic slowdown make the set- 
ting of the national budget for 2002 dif- 
ficult. 

For this year, the administration 
adopted last year’s budget of P629 bil- 
lion as Congress failed to pass the pro- 


posed general appropriations act for 
2000 because it was preoccupied with 
the impeachment of former President 
Joseph Estrada. 

‘The Macapagal administration later 
asked Congress to pass a P10.9-billion 
supplemental budget. 

Presidential spokesperson Rigoberto 
Tiglao said the President was concemed 
about the fall of the peso to its lowest 
since she assumed the presidency. 

Tiglao attributed the peso's fall to 
the pronouncement of Argentina that it 
would drastically cut government 
spending. 

He said fund managers not just in 
‘Asia but the rest of the world responded 
to Argentina's announcement by bring- 
ing their dollars back to the United 
States. 

Boncodin disclosed that the govern- 
ment posted a less-than-expected bud- 
get deficit of around P76 billion in the 
first six months. 

“On a preliminary basis, figures 
show we are P4 billion below (the tar- 


ge)” Boncodin told Reuters. 

‘The target for the period has been 
fixed at P80 billion. 

Financial analysts closely watch the 
‘government's budget deficit. They have 
said the mounting deficit is a major 
negative factor for the economy. 

‘in an earlier statement, Boncodin 
said weaker tax revenue in the first half 
Of the year had been partly offset by 
improved collections from Customs and 
‘Treasury operations as well as unex- 
pected privatization proceeds. 

‘She reiterated that the goverament 
was sticking to its P14S-billion budget 
deficit target for the full year despite 
newspaper reports suggesting it planned 
to hike the figure to around P180 bil- 
Jion because of the sluggish economy. 

“As of May this year, collections 
from fees and charges (by Customs) 
have exceeded by P1.2 billion the P9- 
billion projection,” she said in the state- 
‘ment. 

Collections by the Bureau of Trea- 
sury exceeded the targeted amount by 


ta-Leninista ng Pilipinas, are 
EDWIN BACASMAS 


were behind the assassination of labor 
leader Filemon “Popoy” Lagman inside 
the University of the Philippines cam- 
pus in Quezon City last February. 

Lagman was the head of the ABB 
until a faction led by De la Cruz broke 
sway from the group. 

“You know Nilo de la Cruz has been 
quiet for sometime. But the top henchman 
of the ABB certainly continues to have 
ties with the members.” Mabana said. 

Lagman's group itself was a 
breakaway faction of the Communist 
Party of the Philippines. which suffered 
splits due o ideological differences in 
the early 1990s. 

‘Mabanta said the ABB's membership 
had dwindled to only about 200 active 
members due to military successes. 

“The ABB and its allied organizations 
‘ad earlier entered into a peace agreement 
with the Esrada administration. With a 
report from AP 


P4 billion while P489 million in 
privatization proceeds were received in 
the first five months which had not been 
programmed for. 

The statement said efforts were on- 
going to keep expenditure within pro- 
‘grammed levels. 

‘Tax revenues have come under pres- 
sure from the country’s economic slow- 
down, prompting the inter-agency De- 
velopment Budget Coordinating Coun- 
cil to scale down the income target of 
the Bureau of Internal Revenue for this 
year by P20 billion. 

‘The revised total revenue target for 
2001 is now set at P558.2 billion, the 
‘council said in a statement on Monday. 

In the first five months of the year. 
the deficit reached P58.326 billion, up 
sharply from P28.079 billion in April 
but lower than the programmed figure 
of P61.8 billion for the period. 

Boncodin said final deficit figures 
for the first six months would be re- 
leased by next week. Reports from 
Juliet L. Javellana and Reuters 


Senate, House still squabbling on leadership 
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sension in the Senate when she ad- 
mitted last week that she supported the 
candidacy of Sen. Franklin Drilon 
though “not in public.” 

Another fight 

Another bitter fight is brewing in the 
Senate over who will chair the finance 
committee, the most powerful panel in 
the Upper Chamber. 

‘The issue has further snagged talks 
among Drilon and his rivals for the Sen- 
ate leadership, Senators Renato 
Cayetano and Joker Arroyo. The other 
contender is the incumbent Senate presi 
dent, Aquilino Pimentel Jr. 

Drilon reportedly supports the 
present finance committee chair, Sen, 
John Osmeña; Cayetano backs Sen. 
Sergio Osmefia Ill; and Arroyo is all- 
out for Sen. Manuel Villar. 

‘An administration senator is 
hell over Drilon's choice of Osme! 
independent senator who used to'be 
identified with the opposition and 
former President Joseph Estrada. 

"We don't want to play footsies with 
the enemy,” the senator told the IN- 
QUIRER. 

He admitted that it is not the failed 
power sharing agreement that is divid- 


ing the PPC contenders for the Senate's 
top post but the chairmanship of the fi- 
nance committee. 

“Our problem with Drilon is this: 
We cannot understand why Drilon is 
driving hard to give John Osmeña the 
finance chairmanship, considering he's 
not with the PPC,” the senator told the 
INQUIRER. 

“Why give the most powerful com- 
mittes in the Senate to a non-PPC? he 
asked, adding that Osmeña “is going to 
give you a headache.” 

Sen. Juan Flavier, who is acting as 
“honest broker” in the talks, admitted 
that the chairmanship of the finance 
committee has become a sore point, but 
denied that Drilon wants to give it to 
Osmefia 

“IL was never discussed in my pres- 
ence, it was never discussed in any of 
the meetings we had. Nothing,” he said 
in a news briefing. 

‘The INQUIRER tried to reach Drilon, 
but he was not available for comment. 
He did not return the INQuIRER’s call, 

‘Killing’ each other 

Flavier admitted that the fight be- 

tween Sergio Osmefia and Villar is heat- 

ig up. Villar wants the post pn the ba- 
sis of the fact that he was once a Speaker 
of the House. the fourth highest official 


of the land. 

“T've heard the two have alread 
killed each other over the matter, 
Flavier typically tried to make light of 
the ongoing struggle when asked how 
intense was the fight over the finance 
chair who oversees the budget alloca- 
tion to government agencies, including, 
pork barrel for senators and congress- 
men. 

But Flavier did not discount the pos- 
sibility that John Osmefia could also be 
working to reclaim his post, since he is 
now an independent senator. 

“That's the third angle of the tri- 
angle,” he said of John Osmeña. 

‘The INQUIRER source said Drilon 
‘was backing John Osmeña so that he can 
draw support from the opposition 
should he fail to get support from the 
PPC. 

‘The scurce said this is totally unac- 
ceptable to the administration party, 
which he claims already has about 14 
voles to elect a president. 

Besides, he said the opposition oc- 
cupying key committees in the Senate 
will spell trouble for the Palace. 

“Can Malacañang or we in the PPC 
allow a situation that, maybe (Panfilo 
Lacson) becomes chair of the peace 
and order committee” the source ap- 


peared incredulous. 

“Can you have a situation where the 
majority members of the Commission 
on Appointments is with (Sen. Edgardo) 
‘Angara’s faction? Malacafiang is dead 
meat, what happens to (Justice 
Hemando Perez). President 
Macapagal’s Cabinet will be sitting 
ducks,” he said. 

Angara is the opposition’s lone can- 
didate for Senate president. 

He said the opposition can’t wait to 
‘support Drilon to“ get back into power.” 

On the matter of power-sharing, 
Flavier said Drilon has agreed to the 
idea and is still discussing details with 
Cayetano. 

He said Cayetano is willing 10 cut 
his term to only one year if he is allowed 
to serve first. Cayetano wants to use the 
two remaining years to prepare for his 
reelection bid. 

‘Administration senators were sched- 
uled to have at least three more meet- 
ings yesterday evening to resolve the 
issues that continue to divide them. 

bad in a corner 

In the Lower House, Abad, the only 
serious rival of De Venecia for the 
speakership may have painted himself 
into a comer afier nixing a power-shar- 
ing agreement ay chair of the House 


families to come out in the open to iden- 
tify the kidnappers. We need your par- 
ticipation to pursue the crackdown, 
Dizon sai 

Corrupt cops 

‘Tiglao said the President had also 
ordered Mendoza to bear down on 
mulcting cops. 

He quoted Mendoza as saying that 
the PNP would deploy some 2,000 new 
recruits from the provinces to replace 
the corrupt traffic cops who collect pro- 
tection money from drivers. 

“Mendoza said one of their solutions 
isto get new trainees from the provinces 
to replace the beat cops in Metro Ma- 
nila. These are the new graduates who 
are still idealistic...” Tiglao said. 

“The only problem with them is that 
most of them don't even know where 
(SM) Megamall (on Edsa) is. They are 
very well trained, very well motivated, 
and they will be properly familiarized 
with Metro Manila where 30 percent of 
crimes ha 

“Tiglao said these idealistic new po- 
Jiceien would wear a different uni- 
form to distinguish them from the sta- 
tion cops and would also report to a 


central command. 

At the Cabinet meeting, Mendoza, 
gave a 10-minute situationer on peace, 
and order. 

He said the total crime volume, 
dropped by 14 percent in the first six 
months of this year, compared to the 
same period last year. 

He also said total index crimes, or 
crimes against persons and property, 
decreased by 12 percent from 19,5180 
17,348. 

"Non-index crimes involving viola- 
tion of special laws decreased by 12 
percent. 

Tiglao said the PNP was in dire need 
of equipment because 90 percent of its 
yearly budget was going to the salaries , 
Of its 110,000 uniformed and non-uni- 
formed personnel. 

“Even some of their police cars 
aren't that well maintained," he said. 

‘Tiglao said the PNP needed P1.5 bil- 
lion to buy surveillance and other equip- 
ment, 

He said Budget Secretary Emilia 
Boncodin and other Cabinet members 
had promised to find the needed 
amount. 


4 more Abus... 
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they will reach the end of the road. In 
just a matter of time they will land in 
Jail or lie down in the grave. I assure 
‘you their time of reckoning will come,” 
she said. 

Gepilano identified three of the four 
arrested on Monday as Nasser Hashim 
of Maluso town, Abubakar Asalin of 
Tuburan and Ismael Idris of Lamitan. 

Lt. Col. Danilo Servando, Southern 
‘Command spokesperson, identified the 
fourth as Abdel Oreña alias Abdel 
Cariñol or Abuc Tagalog, a linesman of 
the Basilan Electric Cooperative 
(Baselco). 

Of the 37 arrested in Basilan, 28 
were tumed over to the Zamboanga City 
Reformatory Center after a summary 
inquest Monday, and five were released 
for lack of evidence. Gepilano denied 
reports that two men believed to be ne- 
gotiating for the release of the Abu 
Sayyaf hostages had been freed. 

8 in Sulu 

Gepilano said 18 persons were ar- 
rested in Sulu, 

Of the 18, two were released and 11 
tured over to the Sulu Provincial Po- 
lice Office. Four are still undergoing 
tactical interrogation at the 104th Army 
Brigade in Jolo. 

Gepilano said one of those arrested, 
William Lim Manihas, was killed yes- 
terday “when he tried to grab the pistol 
Of the investigator.” 

Fiscal Richard Cabaron, assistant 
regional prosecutor, said documents 
were being prepared for the summary 
inquest of those arrested in Sulu. 

“We are still awaiting reports from 
the Provincial Prosecutor (in Sulu). T 
still don’t know when they will go for 


the inquest. I don’t know if the 36 hours © 


have already lapsed,” Cabaron told the 
INQUIRER. 

In Zamboanga City, Chief Supt. 
‘Simeon Dizon, regional police chief, 
said local policemen had arrested 11 
suspected Abu Sayyaf members and 
supporters. 

‘The Southcom reported that only 
three had been apprehended, but Dizon, 
in a phone interview, insisted on his fig- 
ure. He said that most of those arrested 
were covered by warrants, and that they 
were not arresting anyone not listed in 
the joint order of baule. 

Dizon said they had intensified se- 
curity preparations to preempt any at- 
tempt by the Abu Sayyaf to rescue the 
28 suspects held in the city jail. 

Lawyer Jose Manuel Mamauag, 
‘Commission on Human Rights director 
for Western Mindanao, said his office 
‘was still studying the cases that could 
be filed against arresting personnel of 
the military and police. 

‘Mamauag said he was not able to 
talk with any of the 28 “because the 
military immediately brought them to 
Zamboanga for the inquest.” 

‘Zamboanga Mayor Maria Clara 
Lobregat told reporters that she was 
against the transfer of the 28 to the city. 
Lobregat said she had gone as far as 


committee on appropriations. 

From the commanding eight of te 
speakership, Abad may find himself stuci 
with being a mere co-chair of one of the 
House's most powerful committees, 

‘Abad had remained adamant about 
a "15-15" agreement that had been set 
up by PPC leaders in the House. 

Under the agreement, Abad would 
have assumed chairmanship of the pow- 
erful committee on appropriations while 
Palawan Rep. Vicente Sandoval would 
lead the House contingent to the Com- 
mission on Appointments for 15 months. 

‘After 15 months, Abad and 
‘Sandoval would exchange posts. 

“But Congressman Abad wanted the 
chairmanship of the committee on ap- 
propriations to be permanent,” said a 
Lakas source. 

Dismayed by Abad's reaction, Lakas 
withdrew its compromise offer and 
downgraded its proposal to co-chair- 
‘manship of the committee on appropria- 
tions vice Camarines Sur Rep. Rolando 


is chance to lead the 
House delegation to the CA. Sandoval 
had already agreed to assume the post 
inexchange for his withdrawal from the 
speakership race. 

‘As of late Monday night, Abad way 


calling up Chief Justice Hilario Davide 
to block the transfer of the 28 to the 
Zamboanga City Reformatory Center. 

She said she had also expressed her 
‘opposition to Southcom officials and the 
Fiscal's Office. 

Moro soldiers 

în Davao, Adan said that while there 
might be a number of Moro soldiers in 
the AFP, they were also in the thick of 
the campaign against the Abu Sayyaf. 

He said nobody should put religious 
color to the campaign. 

He also said the policemen suspected 
of being Abu Sayyaf sympathizers were 
found providing weapons to the bandits. 

In a press conference yesterday at the 
Philippine Information Agency office, 
‘Adan cited statistics showing thal the 
AFP was winning the war against the 
‘Abu Sayyaf. 

He told reporters that of the 30 en- 
counters with the bandit group since 
May 27, 17 soldiers and 27 bandits were 
killed in the Basilan operations. 

In Sulu, he said, 11 soldiers and 38 
bandits were killed. Adan said there 
‘were only two objectives in the military 
operations: the rescue of the hostages 
who were still in Basilan and the neu- 
tralization of the Abu Sayyaf. 

He said the govemment could win 
the war against the bandit group only 
when its capability is dismantled 
through the arrest of its leaders and the 
confiscation of its arms. 

“That’s our go 

Harsh eri 

‘The President said the past few 
months had been difficult for her ad- 
ministration because of the Abu 
Sayyaf problem. She said the military 
and police had “swallowed harsh eriti- 
cism while remaining focused” on 
their mission to destroy the bandit 
group. J 

She said their efforts were beginning 
to pay off, with the arrest of the fourth 
ranking Abu Sayyaf leader, Nadzmie 
Saabdulla alias Commander Global, on 
July. 

She added that she expected more 
‘Abu Sayyaf leaders to fall. 

“31 hostages have been safely se- 
cured, released or recovered by our 
troops, and with our people's support 
and cooperation, we will bring this cri- 
sis to a decisive conclusion,” the Presi- 
dent said. 

She said the crackdown on the Abu 
Sayyaf would continue “until we put an 
end to lawlessness in Southern Philip- 


there was a need 

defense and se- 
curity capability for the AFP and the 
PNP because of the new challenges 
posed by terrorists. 

“The changing face of crime and in- 
surgency must be dealt with if we are 
to lay the proper and safe atmosphere 
to promote growth and investment,” 
she said. Reports from Julie Alipata- 
Inot, Jonathan F. Ma, Alexander M. 
Young and Ayan C. Mellejor, PDI 
Mindanao Bureau; Juliet L. 
Javellana in Manila 


reportedly meeting with member of the 
Liberal Party to discuss the proposal to 
co-chair the committee on appropria 
tions 

‘Should Abad still refuse to accept the 
offer, he may be lefi with no choice but 
to carry on with his fight 10 foil De 
Venecia’s comebacking bid to lead the 
House. 

‘The election for Speaker will be held 
10am. July 23, just hours before Presi- 
dent Macapagal delivers her State ofthe 
Nation Address at the Batasan 
Pambansa. 

Minority floor leader 

In the event he loses the ruce, Abad 
would have to assume the post of mi 
nority Moor leader, and ironically find 
himself allied with congressmen witb 
close ties to deposed President Estrada 

(Abad) would definitely not want 
to be identified as pro-Erap,” said the 
Lakas official. 

‘Aller the election for Speaker, also 
to be voted upon will be the Deputy 
Speakers for Luzon, Visayas and 
Mindanao, 

‘AS of yesterday, it was most likely 
that Masbate Rep. Emilio Espinosa and 
Toile Rep. Raul Gonzales would be 
named deputy speaker for Luzon and the 
Visayan- respectin ely 
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Peso falls to 53.95 against the US dollar 
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dollars on the spot market would 
continue pressuring the peso in the 
coming days. 

Victor Valdepeñas, president of 
Union Bank of the Philippines, 
urged the BSP to intervene and stem 
the peso's plunge. 

“What you need now is a body 
that has the bullet, the ammunition, 
the tools to be able to cool down 
the market and that would be the 
central bank,” Valdepeñas told lo- 
cal television, 

Not yet 

But Buenaventura pointed out 
that the peso was not totally out of 
line with depreciating currencies in 
the region. 

“Not yet,” he said when asked 
about possible BSP intervention. “If 
it is speculative, we will not hesi- 
tate to come in.” 

‘Asked by reporters whether the 
BSP would adjust overnight rates 
to help the peso, Buenaventura said: 
“No, because this is not driven by 
interest rates but purely market 
forces. We're not totally out of line 
with other currencies.” 

‘The overnight borrowing rate is 
now at 9.0 percent and the lending 
rate is 11.25 percent. 

Buenaventura attributed the pe- 
so's current weakness to the imbal- 
ance of demand and supply—a tem- 
porary condition, according to him, 
until more dollar flows came in. He 
did not say where the liquidity was 
likely to come from. 

‘Asked if the Philippines would 
consider using a recent currency 
swap agreement with Japan to de- 
fend its currency, the BSP governor 
said: “We still have $14.5 billion 
gross international reserves. We 
don’t really need it. What we're try- 
ing to avoid is to set a rate that is 
not supply-demand driven.” 

Manila and Tokyo reached a ba- 
sic-agreement last week to set up a 
dollar-peso swap facility, expected 
to be around $3.0 billion, as part of 
an Asia-wide currency safety net to 
fend off future financial crises, 

Futile 

‘Analysts agreed it would be fu- 
tile for the central bank to try to 
arrest the peso's decline given the 
limited weapons at its disposal. 


Smoking... 
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sumption is not a draih on the budget 
of the Czech Republic partly because 
the early death of smokers helped off- 
set medical expenses. 

‘The report, which was released in 
the Czech Republic several weeks ago, 
sparked a new burst of outrage from 
anti-tobacco groups. One group called 
it “callous.” 

‘The US-based Campaign for To- 
bacco-Free Kids said the report 
showed the tobacco company’s disre- 
gard for public health. 

Would a responsible, reformed to- 
bacco company tell foreign govern- 
ments that dead smokers are a good 

i for their budgets?” asked cam- 
paign president Matthew Myer 

“The same Philip Morris that has 
spent millions of dollars on a public 
relations campaign to convince the 
American public that it is now a re- 
sponsible company, is also telling 
the government of the Czech Re- 
public that smoking is good for the 
government's finances because of 
savings from early deaths caused by 
smoking.” 

“Philip Morris’ cost-benefit analy- 
sis'of the consequences of smoking 
represents not only bad economics, but 
also a callous disregard for life,” Myers 
said. 

The report, commissioned by 
Philip Morris and produced by a con- 
sulting firm, said the premature de- 
mise of smokers saved the Czech 
government between $23.8 million 
and $30.1 million on health care, 
pensions and housing for the elderly 
in 1999. 

Even afier the cost of caring for 
sick smokers and people made ill by 
second-hand smoke, the report con- 
cluded that in 1999 the government 
had a net gain of $147.1 million from 
smoking. 

*Shocking’ report 

Philip Morris, after confirming 
the existence of the report, which was 
earlier published in the Wall Street 
Journal and The Prague Post, was 
quick to say that the company was 
not seeking to debate the effects of 
smoking. 

“It is absolutely not the intention 
of Philip Morris to try to put smoking 
in a positive light” for individuals or 
governments, said Remi Calvet, a 
spokesperson for Philip Morris in Eu- 
sope. 

Calvet acknowledged that the way 
the report was released “could appear 
rather shocking.” 

He said the company commissioned 
the report to gather economic data in 
the.debate over how much health care 
for smokers costs the country. 

There's actually no intention by 
Philip Morris to enter the debate on 
tobacco and health," he said, 

In a statement issued on Mon- 
day, Philip Morris International said 
it "deeply regreis any impression 
from this study that the premature 
death of smokers represents a ben- 


‘They said the country could also 
derive some advantages from a 
‘weaker currency. The peso has now 
lost almost 6 percent of its value 
this year. 

“| don’t think they (BSP offi- 
cials) should be considering either 
option . . . With intervention, you'll 
end up throwing money into the 
market and it will say thank you 
very much. A tighter interest rates 
environment is also not good in a 
weakening economy,” said Andrew 
Fung, Rabobank Singapore head of 
research for Asia/Pacific. 

Keon Lee, JP Morgan deputy 
head of Asian economics, shared 
Buenaventura’s view that an inter- 
est rate hike was not the way to go. 

“Buenaventura learned back in 
October 2000 that raising interest 
rates by 400 basis points does not 
do anything to the exchange rate if 
the underlying reason is political,” 
the Hong Kong-based Lee said. 

‘The BSP raised rates by 4 per- 
cent last October to try to defend 
the peso that was reeling from the 
“Juelengate” scandal involving then 
President Joseph Estrada 

ung said a weaker peso would 
still bring some benefits to the 
economy. 

Export earnings would be bol- 
stered, the central bank would pre- 
serve precious international reserves 
and letting the peso track the weak- 
ening economy would avoid the 
danger of misalignment with re- 
gional currencies. 

But the cost of imports, such as 
oil and elettronic components, 
would rise. A weaker currency 
would also push prices of imported 
goods and raise the cost of servic- 
ing foreign loans. 

Bleak outlook 

According to Fung, the peso's 
overall direction will be determined 
by the yen, which has dropped more 
than 8 percent this year. 

He said his bank saw the peso 
falling to 55 per dollar by the end of 
the year. 

Barclay's Capital in Singapore 
painted a more bearish outlook, say- 
ing in a recent strategy report that 
the peso could fall to around 60 to 
the dollar in a year’s time. 

‘The slump in electronics exports, 
which makes up to 60 percent of 
exports, was unlikely to improve. 
Foreign investment also looked grim 
given the law and order problems 
and Southeast Asia's attractiveness 


efit to society.’ 

Die young to save money 

‘Anti-tobacco groups lambasted the 
report. 

“I think it's preity egregious.” said 
Richard Daynard, chair of the Tobacco 
Products Liability Project. 

“You don't see other companies 
doing it. This is not the normal way 
Wwe think about the lives of citizens, 
that the government benefits when they 
die off prematurely.” 

"Even if it were true that smokers 
dying young would save money for 
the economy, it's a real scary logic on 
which to base policy,” said Patti Lynn, 
associate campaign director for the 
corporate watchdog group Infact, 
which has battled tobacco companies 
over their marketing practices. 

Daynard questioned the data in the 
study. 

He noted that the report talked 
about how much tobacco sales con- 
tributed 10 the economy, but he said it 
assumed that if these sales were 
ceased, smokers would not spend the 
money on other goods. 

Pressure on 

In late June, the industry tried to 
get a hand up in a battle over tobacco 
advertising in the Czech Republic by 
proposing its own voluntary code. 
Pressure is building on the Czechs to 
amend their laws to conform to Euro- 
pean Union norms ahead of a possible 
membership in 2004. 

Last year the Czech government 
proposed, but then withdrew, a law 
that would have tightened existing 
rules. 

‘The current law allows cigarete 
advertising on radio at night, advertis- 
ing in cinemas, newspapers and maga- 
zines and the prominent display of 
company logos on billboards and 
streetcar. 

“Tobacco companies such as market 
leader Philip Morris have offered to 
ban radio and billboard advertising, 
stop sponsorship of events and exclude 
all print advertising where more than 
one third of the readership is under 18. 

Philip Morris has about an 80 per- 
cent share of the Czech market. 

‘Bloody’ reputation 

Activists were not sure if Philip 
Mortis would suffer any backlash from 
the Czech report. 

“The interesting thing about the 
tobacco industry is that its reputa- 
tion is already 3o bloody, it takes a 
lot for people to be shocked,” 
Daynard said. 

Just last week, Philip Morris Phil- 
ippines held groundbreaking rites for 
its P16-billion cigarette manufacturing 
plant in Laguna. President Macapagal- 
‘Arroyo hailed the company as a “so 
cially conscious” cigareite manufac- 
turer and welcomed its investment in 
the country. 

‘The facility will be fully opera- 
tional by 2003 and will become Philip 
Morris” regional hub. I will manufac- 
ture Marlboro and Philip Moris ciga- 
rettes to be sold around Asia. Reuters 
and AFP 


as an investment destination, the 
weekly report said. 

In addition, foreign remittances 
were unlikely to improve due to the 
economic slowdown in Asia and the 
Middle East, the main destinations 
for Filipino migrant workers. 

BAP to cooperate 

Buenaventura said the Bankers 
Association of the Philippines had 
agreed to take steps to arrest specu- 
lation against the peso. 

“They (BAP officers) promised 
to take the necessary steps, and we 
took it in good faith,” Buenaventura 
said. He did not elaborate on the 
measures the banks will implement 

The central bank is currently in- 
vestigating 10 banks for allegedly 
violating currency trading rules. 

BAP president Placido Mapa said 
the central bank met with the BAP 
on Monday and expressed concern 
that the industry practice known as 
churning was exacerbating pressure 
on the local currency. 

Churning involves banks buying 
and selling dollars to each other 
purely for capital gain without any 
underlying trade-related purpose, 
such as buying the US currency to 
pay for imports 

Mapa said the heads of banks 
“indicated a willingness to cooper- 
ate” when asked by Buenaventura 
to curb the practice. 

He said the proposed anti-money 
Jaundering bill was also discussed. 

‘Mapa said the BAP was support- 
ive of the bill as long as it preserved 
“the existing protection of deposi- 
tors regarding their concerns that 


the lifting of secrecy might expose 
them to kidnappers and to abusive 
BIR agents.” 

The Philippines, along with Rus- 
sia and the Pacific Island of Nauru, 
has been given an ultimatum to take 
concrete steps by Sept. 30 to com- 
bat money laundering or face sanc- 
tions, 

‘The Paris-baséd Financial Action 
Task Force has singled out the three 
countries from a longer blacklist of 
“uncooperative jurisdictions” on the 
issue 

Hedge facility 

For his part, Buenaventura said 
the BSP was considering expanding 
a dollar-hedging program to ease 
pressure on the peso. 

‘The central bank's hedging fa- 
cility, or currency rate risk protec- 
tion program, is designed to pro- 
vide non-deliverable forward cover 
io focal businesses that are con- 
cemed about a decline in the ex- 
change rate. 

Buenaventura said the program 
might be expanded to include new 
investments and debt up to five 
years in maturity, following a pro- 
posal from local banks 

‘At present the scheme's maxi- 
mum coverage period is only 180 
days. 

“We have not made up our mind 
but we are still studying the pro- 

T's worth pursuing, 


‘What we are trying to avoid is a 
temporary imbalance where people 
are not bringing in funds (dollars 
into the market),” he said. 


Asians cut back 
on frills, opt for 
value-for-money deals 


ASIANS are continuing to buy ex- 
pensive items such as houses and cars 
despite the economic downturn, but 
are cutting back on fitness classes, 
according to a regional survey. 

‘The Straits Times Asia poll on 
spending patterns showed that de- 
signer clothes and dining out were 
also off the menu as consumers 
were opting for long-term invest- 
ments and value-for-money deals. 

“I have actually sold more 
houses this year than in the past 
two years,” said Yanti Handayani, 
who works for an Indonesian real 
estate company. 

But the survey of middle-class 
consumers in 11 Asian economies 
found 44 percent of the respond- 
ents knew someone who had lost 
his job because of the downturn, 
and 52 percent were bracing for the 
economic climate to worsen. 

“Anything that can be saved, we 
try to save,” said Randy Cheng, 37, 
the director of operations at a Sin- 
‘gapore travel agency. 

“If I can have a 3-dollar meal, 
why should I have a 5-dollar one,’ 
Cheng said. 

But the mood is not all pessimism 
with close to 16 percent expecting 
their eamings to increase this year. 
38 percent said their income would 
stay the same despite profit warnings 
and job cutbacks. 


“The economic downturn is a 
temporary thing. It Will pass,” said 
Zhong Ming, a 27-year-old consult- 
ant in China. 

‘The most optimistic views on 
‘earnings emerged from the Philip- 

ines and Japan. South Koreans and 
ingaporeans believed their income 
would go down. 

As to the cause of the down- 
tum, 34 percent blamed their own 
government compared to 29 per- 
cent who recognized the cause in 
external factors such’as the US eco- 
nomic slowdown, 

Whatever the cause, 62 percent 
said they were now more discrimi- 
‘nating in their personal spending in 
areas such as fitness classes and 
buying cosmetics, while 45 percent 
were more inclined to buy non- 
brandname goods. 

Almost 50 percent are eating at 
Jess expensive restaurants and 35 
percent have postponed a holiday. 

But when questioned about 
spending money on a house or car, 
43 percent said their plan had not 
been put off by the downturn, com- 
pared to 38 percent who said they 
had, 

‘The poll was conducted in the 
Philippines, China, Japan, South 
Korea, Singapore, Malaysia, India, 
Indonesia, Thailand, Taiwan and 
Hong Kong. AFP 
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Æ The bottomline. 


As one of the biggest bus transportation companies in 


the country, we take care of a very large fleet. Here, 


customer service and vehicle availability is our priority. 


That's why we use DELO diesel engine oil 


buses in top condition. They can stay longer on the road, 
we get less downtime, and save on our operating cost. 
DELO really helps our bottomline. 


‘Theodore M. Torrillo 
Vice-President, Maintenance 
Yanson Group of Companies 
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Andam, ‘Bata’ pace 
Cardiff world pool 


LEONARDO Andam, Efren “Bata of the 2001 Admiral World Pool 
Reyes and three other Filipinos Championship in Cardiff, Wales, UK, 
Congress help needed moved into strong contention yes- ends Tuesday with the Top 4 fin- 
terday in making the round of 64 of ishers of each of the 16 groups ad- 
the 2001 Admiral World Pool Cham- vancing to the final 64 knockout 
WHEN the 12th Congress opens on. |. pionships in Cardiff, Wales. stage of the 9-ball tournament. 
Monday, July 23, members of both ANS With the results of the remaining With the results of the remaining 
Houses particularly sportsminded matches in the preliminary round sill matches still unaccounted for, here 
Rees ies Lopes sot ene to be completed Tuesday evening, is how the Filipino players stand: 
entevell,a former commissio = ms 
of the Philippine Sports Commis- rite apea oom” WAY Leonardo Andam-—5 won, Olost; No. 1 
sion, and Sens. Robert Jaworski and regs ar 16 with „1n Group 16 with 10points. 
Vicente Sotto IIl, who are both a6 10 ata is ahead in Group 16 with = Eten Reyes —5 won, 1 lost; No. 1 in 
former national players, should note Points on the strength of his 5-0, =" Group 8 wih 10 points, 
the plight of the differently abled . win-loss slate, while Reyes, the 1999 Franceso Bustamante. won, 1 lost 
athletes. champion, is pacing Group 8 with 10 "No. 2 in Group 13 with 8 points. 
L appeal to them, for the sake of the Paralympic Games are parallel | points on account of a 5-1 card. Rodolfo Luat—3 won, 2 lost; No. 2 in 
equity and faimess, io file abill that to the Olympic Games. Held imme- The other Filipino cue artists ex- Group 6 with 8 points. 
Should reward the medal winners of diately after the Olympics proper, | pected to gain the next round are Rami Gallego—4 won, 1 lost; No. 3in 
the Paralympic Games similar to the meet is supervised by the Inter- | Francisco Bustamante, Rodolfo Group 1 wih points. o 
House Bill 12029 which wasrecently national Paralympic Committee, a Luat and Ramil Gallego. Antonio Lining—2 won, 3 lost; No. 6 in 
signed into law by President counterpart to the Intemational ‘Bustamante is in second spot in Group 14 with 6 points. 
Macapagal-Arroyo grantingeash and Olympic Committee. Group 13 with eight points (3-1) Luat. Warten Kiamoo—2 won, 3 lst No. in 
other incentives to Olympic and "Avid followers of the | jg also at second in Group 6 with S*OUP7 with4 points. 
‘Asian Games medalists. These dif- Paralympic Games will find them- | Gight points (3-2), while Gallego is ‘Their remaining matches: 
ferenly abled athletes rain and pre- selves marveling—as they wouldat | running third in Group 1 with eight Reyes ve George San Souci (USA). 
are for international tournaments the Olympics proper—at the | Tone (4-1). "this isthe lah day othe days 
Just as hard and serious as normal Paralympians’ grit and exceptional “Tie more Puyat Spors-backed matchas scheduled for Ive showing 
athletes in their quest for glory. ability to push the envelope of hu- by ESPN otating at D pan Tiea 
‘Although the Paralympic Games man performance,” saida supporter | Filipino bets—Antonio Lining and BY EAPN Sao at 9p 
lack the breathless media coverage ofthe Paralympics. “I've gone to | Warren Kiamco—are both in sixth -an gaY m pichan Schmidt (Germany) 
Othe Olympics proper, these griy many of hese compettionssodT've | Spots in Groups 14 and 7, respec- - frtamana va Map inean (Eran, 
athletes with a disability deservea found again and again that very | tively. Luat va Dimi Jungo (Suiteertand) 
benter treatment from ali sectors, in- quickly the spectators start to see The top four finishers of each of Luat vs Paul Davies (Wales) 
cluding the government, because the the athletes for the sportsmen they | the 16 groups advance to the final Gallego vs Fong Pang Chao (Taiwan) 
Paralympic athletes are the true truly arè: The focuson the disability | 64 knockout stage of the $300,0009- Gallego vs Quinten Hann (Australa) 
Olympians. As the name implies, goes away very quickly.” ball tournament. Lining vs Peter Nielsen (Denmark) 


The four-day preliminary round Lining vs Daryl Peach (England) ANDAM: Keeping abreast with Bata. memoro 


Ballesteros 21 Filipinos start action in World Junior Golf 
Maxi champ oeoo. one rap. mace E 


pines, represemad by 21 teenager, will "There area total of 1.056 players may deliver forthe RP team. ’ n 
DEFENDING champion Geoffrey fan its campaign in the 34th Junior entered în five age divisions Joshua Uy has come to the US early PMA ’58 golfest at Villamor 
Ballesteros of Casirol survived a gutsy World Golf championship today on "We have assembled the most re- to familiarize himself withthe condi- 
stand by Randy Oniz of RC. Car Ex- eight courses here. pared contingent and we kok forward ons at the pitch-and-putt Presidio THE PHILIPPINE Military Academy PMA class "S8 president, said that pro- 
change and Ricky Montelibano of2211- "Tye last time a Filipino won here {fo some positive results.” said Amalia Hills. Class 1958-sponsoredinvitsional golf ceeds of the 18-hole invitational golfest 
EI Racing to rule the third round of te was Dororthy Joy Delasin inthe girs Montecilio, chair of the Junior Golf ‘The other members are Dollie tournament reels off on Friday at willbe used oftheir various socio-civic 
Maxi Scone Series atthe Batangas Rac- 15-17 years in her final appearance in Foundation of the Philipines. Ardina. Angela de Villa. Keenan Ugane, Villamor, with First Gentleman Mike projects. 
ing Circuitin Rosario, Batangasrecenly. 1968, Among the other previous wi Jayvee Agojoand Tonis Asistioare Don Padilla. Mary Grace Cruz Karina Arroyo as guest of honor. Principal sponsors include San © 
Ballesteros, who bagged the title ners include Carito Villaroman, Ramon favored to win in their divisions after Gonzales, J. Agojo, Zandrea Dizon, Also expected to grace the ceremo- Miguel Corp., Banco Filipino, 
witha dramatic victory overCaro Yalo Brobio, Carmelene Villaroman and they won last week inthe Temacula Martin Mediana, DJ Padilla, IG nial ieeoffat 7 amare ExecutiveSec- Himlayang Pilipino, Fortune Tobacco 
Of Exact Jast year, held off both Oriz Cosco Oben Intemational Gutierrez, Asislion, Alejandro, retary Director General Leandro Corp., United Laboratories, Philippine 
tnd Montelibano in the one-day event ~ Former nationalchampion Artemio Like Morakami, Agojoand Asistio  Gerieleen Fiandog. Eain Lumanog cha Mendoza. Isabela Gov. Faustino DyJr. Airlines, CARphil International In. 
Sponsored by Elf Lubricants, Castrol, Murakami plays in the boys 13-17 in are the standouts of a 10-ig summer Abdon. Rei Medesiomas, Deborah De and Tarlac Rep. Gilbert Teodoro. Star Paper Corp., Pro-Line Sports and 


Silkolene, Red Bull, Liana’s Supermar- his final stint against 236 of the tour. Villa and Jobim Carlos. Retired General Ramon E. Montaño, ACSAT. 
ket, 221 1-Cycle Works, Pirellik Exact 


and Malossi ; . P 4 
Baualiy impressive was bak yenr's 3 L p . Wi ll b k b g gl ry SE. AG 
n eaa Al opez: Vve win pac. oxmM ory in 
Woruledthe geuedclasoverperenial HM 
rivals Alfie Lim of Casual- Period Racing By DENNIS U. EROA “The Philippines forded it over the No doubt, Thailand is again our main rival 
tnd Dennis Banez of EIE 2211. % : ring in the 1991 and 1993 SEAG in for supremacy," said Lopez, 
Ingo wor ort Lin and Bass, ho MANNY Lopez, pete te Ame Manila oad Sippora reenen o paasa Navy grabs 
enjoyed 1-2 positions in the overall í a a a, fore getingovesiadowed by themighty posed of 11 regulars and 6 aliernates for 
standings pS Yesterday said the nationals are going io Thais inthe 1995, 1997 and 1999 edi- the national team. Like Thailand, the ilco lead 
i x d tmakea determined bid to win he overall tons of the biennial Games. Philippines will see action in the light- 11cO lea 
Osaka CEO Toph in the Kuala Lumpur 2st South But Lopez is confident thatthe Fili- est (pinweight) and the heaviest class 
cas Asian Games in September pinoboners ughenedbyanonomscase (ligh-heavyweigh) in Kuala Lumpur. NAVY blanked Kaya, 3-0, to assume 
. Nace an spite the Daly wich tok them toscven pest ‘Surprisingly. however, Sydoey soo leadership ine Ln Amy-Udko 
sports chair decom a cae sce ponien enanta bmn ety Lao rt ate t [ence van al ee 
eee an Ci a inate arang etek ODAMA GLa Me o DOS a gu nese fell 
Ma Lope de meeki PSA intheMalaysancepia,“Tocboysarein ight flyweight gtaffeted by personal fa pon Bonitanio 
OSAKA Iridology CEO and sportsman n anI ALa polomila Wenecl topiycureards problems and aed to hundie dhetough "anson Dioso, Jimmy Dona and 
Sonim Gums wa ened av ai LOPEZ SE Red Hallet ae Holy tae Fight amd do oor bes to unseat the Theis. qualifiers set by Abap. wee 
nts Cate Soe Coe . and 83rd minutes, respectively, to 
Guardo's appointment was an- Ri l Te h U d t fi tb ll fi l power the Navymen to their second 
ire Newly berai zal Lechno advances to football mals fright win in he ure ein 
nessmar athlete Jay Aldepuet, Freeman ry, sponsored by Utiko Inerma- 
Spons editor Ningod Qainetes, Fort RIZAL Technological University and Indusvial Technician Centerin suc- UST, College ofS. Benide,Soutridge, __Araquel saidthe4on is fast-paced onal Trading Corp, and sanctioned by 
president Roly Jonico and fitness guru proved unbeatable, whipping fiveteams, cession before an enthusiastic crowd. UP Los Baños, Don Bosco Tehnical and full of thrillers. Among the salient the Philippine Football Federation. 
Calixto Paequiao—-who were also to advance to the Aug. 25 finals ofthe RTUisbeing coached by Pat Macalinao. = Institute-Tarlac. points in its rules are: 1) there is no Favored Army am orce also 
tapped as commissioners. inaugural Lipovitan 4 on 4 soccercam- Organized by Pro-Aide, Inc with The next qualifier willbeheld onJuly offside, 2) games are 10 minutes each hurdled their respective rivals to share 
P hese people are equally qualified pustourrecenly tthe Don Bosco Tech. Dexter M. Araquel as project director, 20at the Don Bosco Technical Insite played in two S-minute halves, 3) ref- Second place at -1 while San Beda shut- 
and have commited thet dives to = nical College Oym in Mandaluyong iy, the tournament is co-sponsored by at Makai Cy. Competing inthe giris eree throws the ball into play 10 siart inthe oer games, 
ports: said Jakosalem. “We wam Bannered by Antonio Jason, Eari Mizuno, Magic 89.9, Excel Press, division are Assumption College, the game and aliereach goal, goalkeep- The Armymen blasted PCU 
people who have ine time and also he Don Torres, Charlie Aquino, Aldrin de Powerplant Reckwell Center. The na: Colegio San Agustin and Savio Youth ers may not score goals aside from mot Dasmarifas, 8-0, while the Airmen 
deste todo the job” fos Angeles and Jay Ros, the RTU kick- tonal finals willbe eldatthe Rockwell Center, while te boys" side features handling the ball wih heirhands froma crushed Collegeof St. Benilde, 6-0. 
Guardo said he was honored and ers downed iheir coumerparts from Don Center fost Don Bosco Technical Insure, backpass: Goalies musn'talsoleavethe Tournament officials Saeid 
grateful to Jakosalem and Cebu City Bosco, Jose Rizal University. Savio Aside from the Don Bosco elims, Colegio de San Agustin and Tuloy sa  penakyarea,nocomersandall feekicks  Nikpassand, Capt. Ferdinand Espejo Jr. 
Mayor Tommy Osmeña for their confi. Youth Center, Alumni of Don Bosco games will aiso be held at UP-Dilimaa, Don Bosco. pa ny and M/S. Jesus Baron Jr., who graced 
dence in him and “Tor giving me this yesterday's PSA Forum, bared that 


rae art Silverio cops both races of Asian Formula 2s. Scnveme 


Chariot, Lhuillier to the sport, being a former football 


Cebu winners JOJO Silverio of Sundari Insurance: sue con ail improve alothaving sized Seti, i aes 5 of te e ea Paice Kit sv pata 
lecronics-Team Tom's domi- up my competitors” syota Cup (FT). Hermoso dominated third in both rounds 
CEBU CITY—Chariot Metro Cab tlcdbobh ces ofthe 3rdlegof thesi- Silverio's best 16-lap time in the both races of the first ieg in Apri! Philip Alvendia won secondinbotn _Mfontoya, Asuela 
CEBU CITY Chariot Metra Cab jeg Philippine Asian Formula3Chllenge 2.873 km BRC wack is 2345.385; the Tuason said the sith race was his AF3 races, Intemational racing veteran hell ch 
yg0 and M. Lhuillier prevailed over (P3) gring e Casino Figino Grand Pix fastest ap time was 1:13.674inrace 5, best race ever—iading the lead many Mark Goddard Pepon Marwvespiuthid COP Shell chess 
Lo apard L recently at the Batangas Racing Circuit Teammates JP Tuason and Roland times with Enzo Pastor who edged place in races 5 and 6, respectively. 
tide bids on a positive note in the Cebu ged pi 
por era y fu emesan Silverio said: “It's a good win! Igot Hermoso of the Standard Insurance- Tuason 1.12 seconds, finishing 44.164 Marave actually finished second behind BACOLOD—Local defending champi- 
ithe New Cebu Coliseum. IP aig overall lead. I'm now comfortable KACE-Toyota Alabang team supported seconds behind Silverio's 20-48-3002 to- Silverio in race $ but was "DQ" when ons Edsel Montoya and Ellan Asueln 
as b i „With my car, thanks to my team. I'm by Petron finished first and second, re- tal time in the re-started 14-lap com- his car weighed underweight. took the top slots in their respective 
‘The Chariot Sykgoers needed an ex p : 
ira period 1o squeeze out a hard eared bracts in the Western Visayas leg of 
B1- thriller over a revitalized Osaka he ll National Youth Active 
Iridology while the Jewelers, beefed up a 5. : : Chess Championships. 
by former Shell import Bobby Parks, m Fig q p “The evert round Swiss format tour- 
banked on experience o turn back ML reai ight: Pacquiao vs Espinosa samen isco- sponsored by PLDT, Solid 
warta Padala. A es sipping Lines Corp. and the Shell- 
Keala Lkanda and defense special- | OK,ajoke coverage. With Jimmy Lennon as the eamingstotheransomdemandofthe | Ciubank Mastercard. 
ist Gary Cortes took charge with 15 Ajoke? ring announcer, yet. Abu Sayyaf gang if only to lampoon Top seed Montoya, a 17-year-old 
points apiece while Berrie Ursal added 1 guess not 3 How about Rudy Salud, the man- the rapaciousness of the conscience- | = high school senior from La Carlota City, 
13 as Chariot uncorked a decisive 8-1 | A couple of readers wrote to say ager of Gerry Peñalosa? Whatdoeshe less Abus. 3 noiched 6.5 points in seven games to 
nun inovenimeand leanedonisexperi- | they want Manny Pacquiao, the re- think? ‘m sure Espinosa, now training | grab the junior division gold medal, 
ence to repulse a laie game uprising by | ceniiy crowned world super bantam- ‘Well, the good lawyer may try to hardin San Franciscounderthe wings | $3,000 im eash and a ticket to the na- 
Osaka now underthehelmoľnewiead | weight champion, to fight Luisito work something out of this. Good for agree to the fight 
conch Elmer “Boy” Cabahug. Espinosa, the former two-time world Philippine boxing, don't you think so, He's raring to climb the ring a "Siler medalist Ervi! Villa, a Colegio 
“The scores: champion (bantamweight and feath- Mendoza Pareng Mama? I've always known you And, against Pacquiao, i's going lo | ge San Aguslin-Bacolod management 
First Game Erweigh), to be always championing the eause of be a big break in bis comeback bid. | sident eamed P4,000 plus a finais slot- 
se yi Para 24 Duran 13, “Let's make it a non-tite fight,” Philippine boxing. This one deserves But Pacquiao? Veteran Shell chess kiddie cam- 
sth 9, Alvarado 7, Enigues 6, Ocanada aie : i 
ice onan T D said the first reader. “Remember, their weight. R's a nom-title fight, any- your attention, Pare. He'll think twice, I know. But, | paigner Asuela went undefeated in seven 
"ML Kwarla 75— Guerrero 14, Romeo | Pacquiao used to be a flyweight. way.” Both fighters will look pogi should if I were Pacquiao, I'llsay yes. This | games, He took the kiddie division gold 
12, Reiampagos 11, Um 11, Ganoneo 6, | Nowheisa bantam. Ubelicve he'll "One of proponents of the “Dream they agree to fight since an encounter is one ime when fecan show. inall | fedal, P4,000 and a seat to the finals. 
Tundag 6, Cabrera 4, Lumarias 4, im 8. | go on growing, and accumulating Fight" is T.M. Reynoso of the LWUA Would mean they'dbe doing itmore for sincerity, his oneness with the na- |  Second-seeded Roque Quebrar took the 
Wat 4299 those poundage. I will not be sur- Public Affairs Department. the Filipino than boxing. A good idea tion. For, this is not just a fight. | —Sivermedal P3,000 and a finalist slot 
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Mobi 


line guns for q’final 


slot vs Sta. Lucia today 


‘Standings 
‘San Miguel 
Red Bull 
Puretoods 
Alaska 

Sta. Lucia 
Ginebra 
Mobline 
Pop Cola 
Tanduay 
Shell 


Games Today 
(Philsports) 
5:15 p.m—Red Bull vs 
Purefoods 
7:30 p.m—Sta, Lucia vs 
Mobiline 


BY JUNE NAVARRO 


MOBILINE aims for a trouble-free entry to the 
quarterfinals, while Red Bull and Purefoods jockey for 
Strategic positions today at the end of the elimination round 
ofthe PBA Commissioners’ Cup at the Philsports Arena. 

‘The Phone Pals must beat Sta. Lucia Realty in the 
main encounter at 7:30 p.m. to avert the possibility of 
a four-way logjam at the lower rung of the standings. 

‘A victory will automatically shove the Phone Pals 
to the next round while a defeat will put them in the 
company of cellar-dwellers Pop Cola, Tanduay and 
Sheli, all touting 3-6 slates. 

‘Such situation will pit the Phone Pals against the 
Zoommasters and the Panthers opposite the 
Rhummasters in a rubber match on Friday. 

Winners of both matches advance outright to the 
next round with the team which has a higher quotient 
securing the seventh quarterfinal slot. 

Tn the event of a Mobiline triumph, however, the 
Phone Pals will secure the fifth quarterfinal spot, while 
Sta. Lucia and Barangay Ginebra take No. 6 and 7, 
respectively 

‘Shell and Tanduay wll then have to slug it out with 
the winner facing the Panthers in a do-or-die match for 
the last slot in the quarters. 

Red Bull and Purefoods, squads safely perched at the 
top, scramble for the No.2 spot in the eurtain-aser. 

Like San Miguel and Alaska, Red Bull and Purefoods 
are already assured of twice-to-beat incentives going 
into the quarterfinals. 

“The Aces, through the heads-up plays of comebacking 
impon Sean Chambers, secured the incentive with a 101- 
67 trashing of the Phone Pals last Sunday. 

Counted out of the running after absorbing set- 
backs left and righi, the Zoommasters returned from 
oblivion after dethroning the Kings, 85-75, to keep 
their hopes alive as far as a slot in the quarterfinals is 
concerned. 

Meanwhile, the PBA Press Corps is requesting the 
second batch of participants in the PBA sportswriting 
Contest to be at the venue at 4:30 p.m. 

For information, please call the PBA office at 638- 
1815 to 17 and look for Joy Lopez and Hazel Ancheta. 


N. Ecija tries 
to end 4-game 
losing streak 


Games Today 

(Araullo Centrum Gym, Cabanatuan City) 
3 p.m—Socsargen vs Cebuana Lhuillier 
5:30 p.m.—Fedex Laguna vs Nueva Ecija 


NUEVA Ecija aims to end its four-game slump 
‘when it hosts Fedex Laguna today in the 2001 MBA. 
First Phase at the Araullo Centrum Gym in 
Cabanatuan City. 

‘The outcome of their 5 p.m. match might decide 
both teams” fate in the next round. The Lakers are at 
fifth spot with a 3-5 slate, a full game ahead of the 
Patriots’ 2-6 record. 

Fedex Laguna won its first match over Nueva Ecije 
111-100, two weeks back in Sta. Cruz, Laguna but a 
repeat could be unlikely since the Patriots are unbeaten 
athome with wins over Socsargen (108-93) and Davao 
(107-93). 

Nueva Ecija coach Jojo Villa is also seeking to end 
his wards’ losing streak. The Patriots latest last came 
last Sunday against Negros, 88-96. 

Meanwhile, Socsargen, currently at the bottom of 
the standings with a 2-8 slate, hopes to erase the stigma 
of its last visit to Cabanatuan City when it shoots for 
a win over fancied Cebuana Lhuillier in the curtain- 
raiser at3 p.m. 


UAAP ACTION 


Rich Alvarez (10) of Ateneo 
finds his finger entangled in 
the net after scoring on a layup Ñ 
against the La Salle Archers 
during their UAAP game last 
‘Sunday at the Araneta 
Coliseum. Looking on from 
left are Rainier Sison (Ateneo), 
Mika Vainio (La Salle) and 
Paolo Bugia (Ateneo). The 


Archers prevailed, 91-76. 
'2OMY HOMILADA 


Miriam hosts 75th WNCAA 


IN celebration of its 75* diamond anniversary, Miriam College will host the 32“ 
season ofthe Women's National Col 

School year. The theme is "Vision and Values Through Spors for a New Century.” 
The WNCAA season opens at 8 am. on Aug. 4 at the Philsports in Pasig City 
Presidents of all the patcpating schools will grace the ocgasion. Miriam College 
President’ Dr. Pavricia B. Licuanan will give the welcome remarks. Participating 
schools are Angelicum College, Assumption College. Chiang Kai Shek College, Cok 
lege of St. Benilde, Colegio De San Lorenzo, De La Salle Zobel, Lyceum of the 
Philippines, Miriam College, Rizal Technological College, Siena College Quezon 
Ciy, St. Benedict College. St Scholastca's College, St. Stephen's High School and 
the Unive of Assmpion Pampanga. The WNCAA is headed by ts president 

vian Manila. 

Armstrong’ s Tour just starting 
[AIX-LES-BAINS, France—After 10 days of racing, Lance Armstrong's Tour de 
France is just starting. Nine stages and a prologue left the two-time defending cham- 
pion 23rd in the overall standings, 35 minutes and 19 seconds behind the yellow 
Jerey-wearer, Stuart O'Grady. That was before the Tour hit the mountains. From 
“Tuesday, riders spend five stages tackling exceptionally dificult climbs that force 
many competitors to abandon te event. Armstrong was expected to make his mark 
on the ace in the first mountain stage, a 209-kilometer (129.79-mile) stretch from 
Aix-les-Bains to L'Alpe d'Huez, high in the French Alps. AP 


Ivanisevic skips Canada tourney 


MONTREAL—Wimbledon champion Goran Ivanisevic will skip the Tennis Mas- 
ters Series Canada in order to rest an injured shoulder. Afer his unexpected triumph 
at the All England Club two weeks ago, Ivanisevic postponed shoulder surgery to 
meet a crowded tennis schedule. But since he has already earned a spot in this fall's 
Masters Cup championship, the Croat can afford to miss the Montreal tournament, 
which runs from July 28-Aug. 5. However, he plans to play the Hamlet Cup, a US 
‘Open tuneup in New York held Aug. 18-26. AP 


Blow By Blow tonight on 13 


‘TWO of the country’s most exciting featherweights—No. 6 ranked Femando 
Montilla and No. 9 Arman Molina—clash in the San Miguel Beer main event of the 
popular weekly boxing show Blow by Blow at 10 tonight over Viva Television— 
IBC 13, The 23-year-old Montilla of Davao has a record of 26 wins, 17 by knock- 
out, while the 30-year-old Molina from Misamis Oriental has a record of 37 wins 
with 10 knockouts. IBF world super bantamweight champion Manny Pacquiao, a 
product of “Blow by Blow” will be special guest at the fights. 


Astros 
repulse 
Indians 


HOUSTON — Vinny 
Castilla’s tiebreaking, 
three-run double in the 
eighth inning helped Hous- 
ton come back from five 
runs down to beat Cleve- 
Tand 10-8 in a thriller. 

“The Astros wailed 6-1 
before rallying with three 
runs in the fifth, one in the 
sixth and five in the eighth. 

Pitcher John Rocker 
has struggled since com- 
ing to Cleveland from At- 
Janta on June 22, blowing 
two of four save chances 
and posting an 8.31 ERA. 
The Indians have lost 
three straight games. 

Ron Villone (3-3) 
pitched the eighth for the 
‘win as the Astros moved 
within two games of the 
Chicago Cubs in the Na- 
tional League Central. 

Billy Wagner allowed 
a two-run homer in the 
ninth to Roberto Alomar 

is second of the game. 

Reds 9, Tigers 1 

Ken Griffey Jr. hit 
two of Cincinnati's four 
homers as the Reds beat 
the Detroit Tigers 9-1 in 
Cincinnati 

Rookie starting pitcher 
Lance Davis 2-1) gave up 
five hits in Cincinnati's 
first complete game this 
season, — outpitching 
Dewoit's Adam Pettyjobn 
ina matchup of rookielet- 
handers. 
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BILLIARDS: World 
Professional Pool Cham- 
pionships 2001, Day 4, 
Ist Session at 11 a.m. (P) 
2nd Session at 5 p.m. (1), 
Day 5, Ist Session at 9 
pam, nd Session tomor- 
row at 2 a.m. on ESPN 

GOLF: LPGA 
Michelob Light Classic, 
Final Round at 7 a.m. (@) 
on ESPN 

PGA Greater Mil- 
waukee Open, Third 
Round at 8am. (r) on Star 
Sports 

‘Senior PGA Bellsouth 
Senior Classic, Second 
Round tomorrow at 12:30, 
am. on Star Sports 

MOTOR SPORTS: 
CART Molson at 9 am. 
@on ESPN 

International 
Motorsport News 2001 
at 14 a.m. (r) on Star 
Sports 

Motoworld at 7 pam. 
on ESPN 

Max Power at 7:30 
am. on Star Sports 

Race Day - Great Brit- 
ain Grand Prix at 9 p.m. 
(1) on Star Sports 
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INSPECTION : JULY 15-17 ‘SALE 


* NO MINIMUM PRICE 
* ALL MUST GO 
+ TAXES & DUTIES PAID 


THOUSANDS OF 
MACHINES } 
FROM JAPAN, U.S., G 


AUSTRALIA, anol ws 
& KOREA 


Lower Mau Camp, Argonaut wa Subic ‘Bay 


Email: asiainc@svisp.com 
A Subic Te: (047) 252.3333/252-7996/252-5861 + Fax: (047) 252-6840/252-1441 
Manila Tel: (02) 531-5751/ 531-5789/531-5061 
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STARTS at 8:00 a.m. 
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END YOUR 
THINNING RECEDING, 
AND FALLING HAIR PROBLEMS 
AT SVENSON 


Stop your hair from receding, thinning or falling out completely. Come to 
Svenson international and prevent baldness with the ultimate weapon to 
combat excessive hair loss, 


‘Tricho-DHT Inhibitor is the solution to counteract Dihydrotestosterone 
(DHT), a converted hormone that is proven to be the main culprit of hair 
loss among men, DHT builds up in the hair follicles causing thinner and 
weaker strands until nothing regrows. Combined with this treatment, 
Svenson can also offer Laser Hair Cell Accelerator. A special soft laser is 
applied directly on the scalp and acts like alight vitamin to increase the 
amount of hair cells. It helps to prolong the life of these cells so you can 
get longer, stronger-growing hair. When combined, these treatments are 
proven to combat hairloss and accelerate the process of halr regrowth. 


End your hair-loss problems only at Svenson. 
Call or visit us now! 


Svenson 
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ane Machines’) FITNESS EQUIPMENT 


PRO-GYM 


Used by countless Health Clubs, 
jompany Gyms, Condominiums, Hoteis, 
‘Schools and Resorts. 

‘Since 1979. 


Home Gym &Trainer 
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THE POWER TO LIVE THE LIFE YOU CHOOSE. 


Congratulations to 


Ms. Maribel Dano, © 


a 16 year old UP Diliman student 
winning the second grand prize raffle of 


~~ P1,000,000.00_ : 


In cooperation with: 


PHILIPS 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


METRO 


Louie C, CAMINO, Editor 


Pizza delivery 


boy strangled 
by dangling 
telephone line 


BY JEROME 
ANING 


A PIZZA delivery boy 
on a motorcycle died in 
a freak accident in 
Ermita, Manila before 
dawn yesterday. He 
ran into a severed, dan- 
gling telephone line 
that caught him in the 
neck and strangled him. 

~The phone line 
tightened around the 
neck of Rolan Nolasco, 
21, as one end was 
caught and pulled tight 
by a passing jeepney, 
strangling the’ young 
man and dragging his 
body on the street, said 

‘SPO4 Virgo Villareal of 
the Western Police Dis- 
trict homicide section. 

Nolasco, a delivery 
boy of Shakey’s Pizza 
in Malate and a resi- 
dent’ of 578 Hermosa 
Street Extension in 
Gagalangin, Tondo, 
had just delivered pizza 
to a customer in Tondo 
and was on his way 
back to the pizza parlor 
when the accident took 
place, police said. 

Villareal said the 
phone cable that runs 
along M.H. Del Pilar 
Street was severed 
‘when it was hit by a ce- 

r truck around 
3. Monday. 

‘% Around 2:30 a.m., 
béth the jeepney and 
Nolfisco’s motorcycle 
were on the south- 
bound lane of M. H. Det 
Pilar when the dangling 
phone line got snagged 
on the jeepney’s right 
side mirror. 

‘The wire caught the 
neck of Nolasco, who 
was overtaking the 
jeepney. As Nolasco 
struggled to get the 
wire off, the jeepney 
continued to move fast, 
tightening the wire and 
strangling the delivery 
boy, police said. 

Nolasco's _ body 
was pulled off the mo- 
torcycle and was 
dragged by the jeepney 
for several meters. 

Witnesses later told 
SPO4 Villareal that the 
unidentified driver 
stopped the jeepney 
and got off, but only to 
untie the wire from his 
side mirror. Then he 
boarded and drove 
away. 

Hans Ramos, a pas- 
senger of a passing FX 
taxi, saw the accident 
and brought Nolasco 
to the Ospital “ng 
Maynila, where the vic- 
tim was pronounced 
dead 


1 killed, 
2 wounded 
inrunning 
gunfight 


By NELSON 
F. FLORES 


POLICE yesterday 
killed one suspected 
Tobber and wounded 
two others in'a running 
gun battle that started 
in Makati, City and 
ended in Parafiaque. 

Senior Supt. Jose 
Gutierrez, Southern Po- 
lice District director, 
identified the dead sus- 
pect as Richard Bala- 
tingaw, a resident of 
Manila. Balatingaw 
died on the way to the 
Ospital ng Makati 

"The wounded sus- 
pect, Raymond Solo- 
mon, 22, of Onyx Street, 
San Andres, Manila, is 
in critical condition in 
the same hospital, 
Gutierrez said, 
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Clotrimazole 


[Ration Pecado semnngs Ban 


[$  ANTI-FUNGAL ADVISORY 
Don't get caught in synthetic 
underwear. These do not absorb 
moisture as good as cotton. 
Better to wear fabric that cools 

£, you than suffer from Jock itch. jj 


Canesten’ Cream 
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bia, Conese’ foot Powder 
IReymetems pores carat your cot 


Each Child Has His Own Unique Potentials. 
Give Jours A 


to Discover His. 


ENROLLMENT ONGOING 
AUGUST 31,2001 For: 


Grades 1 — 4 (Lower School) 
Grades 5 ~ 7 (Middle School) 
Grades 9 — 12 (Upper Schoo!) 

Chinese (Mandarin) Conversation Ciasses 


We have an excellent curriculum that 
integrates the best of Asian and Westem 
Education. 
* Teaches Math and Science according 
to Singaporean standards 
* Emphasizes the development of 
‘communication skills in English 


for further studies here or abroad, 


tom? 


JNCV Bldg. Pasig Bivd. cor., Rosemarie Lane, Pasig City + 671-8982 to 85 


Enjoy banking day and night in the comfort of your home, 
office or anywhere you are. 


Metrophone Banking lets you: 
E peepee e aa a 

© transfer funds to as many as 5 accounts 
{Ë e pay your bills 
7 e request a ched 
F change your Metrophone Access Code (MAC) 
m Plus: 

© request your most recent transactions 

e request to fax your previous transactions 
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lines. Metrophone 
ISHII BANKING 


No more queues. No more traffic. No more banking hours. Nationwide. 


Now Metrophone Banking has more advanced features to make phonebanking faster and easier. 
You can now do unlimited transactions per call. Talk to a Metrobanker, if necessary. 
And access your account even from the provinces, toll-free. 


Simply dial 5-8000 in Metro Manila or1-800-1-888-5-800 
ji the provinces on a digital touch-tone phone. 


So with the hassles of lining up? Enroll 
Frey reheat hte, ad anil a 
branch, or open one and enroll it at a branch near you. 


Metrophone 


GIGGIGIE. BANKING ‘You uneto tast banking anywhere you are. 
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You're in good hands with KAJ METROBANK 


erenn 
Member of the Philippine Deposit Insurance Corporation. Deposits insured up to P1(0,000.00 per depositor. 
4 P 


, 


A~ 


WEDNESDAY, JULY 18,2001 


PHILIPPINE. DAILY INQUIRER 


MITRO 


urderer 
of granny 
gets death 


By Pum C. TUBEZA 


THE QUEZON City Regional Trial 
Court yesterday sentenced to death a 
man who robbed and brutally murdered 
his own 76-year-old grandmother two 
yearsago. 

Branch 103 Judge Jaime Salazar 
sent Alfredo Montallana Ramos Sr., 
of Talipapa in Novaliches, Quezon 
City, to the death chamber afier he 
Found the accused guilty of killing his 
grandmother, Melissa Montallana. in- 
side her home at 15 San San Antonio 
de Padua St. at Villa Sabina Subdivi- 
sion in Talipapa. 

Ramos was said to have been high 
onillegal drugs when he killed his grand- 
‘mother, a retired schoolteacher, on June 
10, 1999. 

“The judge ordered Ramos to pay the 
victim's family a total of P205,750 in 


1 killed, 2 wo 


(From page A23) 


A third man identified only 25 Ryan 
managed to escape, although police be- 
Tived he, too, was critically wounded in 
theexctange. 

Gutierrez said a manhunt was un- 
erway for the third man, who he said 
could aso bleed to death if he would not 
surrender immediately- 

Gotierez said police teams under 
Chief Insp. Eduardo Balmaceda, Makati 
City police operations chief, had 
‘waited in strategic parts of the South 
Lezon Expressway after they received 
reports that three men on board a Toyota 
Corolla bad been robbing motorists on 
the highway since Monday night 

‘Atd30am, a police unit detailed at 
the Merville Kalayaan Road Exit of the 
expressway spotted the suspects on 
board the Corolla (URE 375) and tried 
to lag them down. 

But the suspects reportedly refused 


Arnold Clemente, Ramos” co-as- 

cused. was acquitted for lack of evidence. 
Seven other suspects were cleared 

dusing the preliminary investigation. 

But another accused, Roberto 
Cone, is stil at large- 

‘Court records showed that Ramos 
joined a pot session with his friends 
before the murder bappened. 

‘After getting high, Ramos and his 
friends went to his grandmother shouse. 
“They ganged up on the old woman, beat 
her to death and took ber money. 

“The victim died from wounds in the 
face, the back of the head and the chest, 
police said. The wounds were inflicted 
‘with a hammer. 

Police later found the kammer be- 
side the victim's body. 

The old woman's head was 
wrapped in a plastic bag, ber mouth 
sealed with packing tape, and ber hands 
and feet were tied up. 


unded ... 


to slow down and even opened fire at 
the lawmen just as the Corolla sped past 
the checkpoint on the southbound lane 
of the expressway, Gutierrez said. 

‘The Jawmen pursued the suspects. 
Other police units joined the chase, 
which soon turned into a full-blown 
shootout, Gutierrez said- 

But the suspects lost control of their 
car and smashed into a concrete barrier 
of the expressway, Gutierrez said. 

Police found the two suspects in the 
car. The third suspect managed to flee. 

‘Makati investigators said the sus- 
pects were responsible for at least three 
robberies oa the South Luzon Express- 
way since Monday night 

“Among their recent victims were 
Allan Batalyer, Dennis Mallari and 
Christian Yango. Investigators said the 
‘Suspects took the cellular phones. jew- 
elry and cash of the victims while they 
‘were driving on the expressway Moo- 
day night and early Tuesday moming- 


PERIODIC MAINTE Fri 


THEY confessed tothe misdeed an d 
said they have returned the missin g 
‘goodies intended for distressed box = 
‘ers im the Mandaluyong City stable = 

‘They said they did not mean t o 
doit 
FOE stont everything, E tok d 

They left locking very relieve d 
and walked under the thin evenin: g 
drizzle. 

themselves looked lost, un = 
derfed. 1 knew they bad had to beh p 
themselves tothe donated goodies ou t 
of necessity. They have their ow a 
hungry children to feed. 

How I wished I could've give n 
them something. But the remainin, g 
‘extra cans of tuna and packets of in = 
stant noodles, which I had hande d 
the night before toa godson who wa s 
uprooted after the factory in the nex t 
barangay where he worked close: 
shop. 

Canding, with three kids to feed i, 
now stays in Laguna, ears PIGO :3 
day and walks to the poultry feer 1 
factory where he works. 

‘You're luckier, I told this godson , 
‘becamse many poor families bere prac- 
tically bave to scratch the earth every'— 
day toavoid going coid and hungry- 

Anyway, we are supposed te) 
feel a little relieved. 

‘The Mandatuyong City gor - 
ernment, through Mayor Benian- 
Abalos, bas vowed renewed sup- 
port for the boxers initsstable whe + 
had threatened to mutiny kasti 
week. 
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You see, there has been renewed 
enthusiasm over boxing here follow- 
ing the sensational world title tri- 
umph of Manny Pacquiao in Las Ve- 


Trinidad 


zas. 

President Gloria Macapagal-Ar- 
royo, herself looking very excited, 
batted for the modernization of pro- 
fessional boxing in the Philippines. 

She indeed sounded siicere and 
serious in voicing her intent. 

Sorry, but so far, nothing signif. 
cant has been done by sports authori- 
ties to put flesh to the President's 
lofty plans for boxing. 

Last heard of, the President even 
congratulated herself for having won 
over enormous investments from 
Philip Morris whose products, no 
doubt, will lessen the chances of 
countless young citizens to excel in 
boxing and other sports. 

I's now easy to suspect, after her 
display of genaine concern, that the 
President's announced plans would not 
even reach the planning stage. 

President Macapagal indeed eared 
some solid points with her announced 
support for the sport that had given the 


The se, indeed, are very trying times 


country its brightest moments interna- 
tionally 

But those points will have to be nul- 
lified until the so-called modernization 
(of boxing) is able to take off the ground. 

Anyway, Sen. Gringo Honasan has 
written this reporter a personal note to 
thank us for the “effort to establish an 
academy for aspiring boxers.” 

Said Honasan: “Such an endeavor 
would greatly help young fighters rar- 
ing to slug it out in the ring while èar- 
ing the basics of the sport. Rest assured 
that you can count on my support for 
your worthy cause.” 

He also said he would file a bill inthe 
12th Congress on providing incentives 
for athletes who excel in international 
‘competitions. 

Now, for an update on the pro- 
posed boxing academy. 

Jimmy Zuno, a fight manager who 
has helped send several Filipino box- 
ers abroad, has come up with 
planned curriculum, 

As you very well know, sportsman 
Tony Aldeguer has wholeheartedly 
offered the facilities of his modern 
gym in Cebu for the endeavor. 

Sportsman Rudy Salud says he’s 
110 percent behind the proje 

ward, Gerry Peñalos: 
fered to be one of the resource per- 
sons. 


ers Association (PSA) preside 
‘Tacujan agreed to help run and su- 
pervise the planned academ 
Everything is being carried out 
very carefully to ensure its success. 


And it would indeed be great if the 
‘academy doesn’t end up as the un- 
dertaking of a single individual 
alone but of one or two prestigious 
institutions like the PSA and a big 
commercial firm. 

No, we can no longer hope and 
pray for presidential blessing or sup- 
port. 

We know too well how President 
‘Macapagal is practically down on her 
knees trying to solve all the monu- 
mental problems and troubles hou 
ing and hobbling her administration 
and the distressed Filipino people, 

You see, we even dared to play it 
very pretty anti write about the miss- 
ing donated goodies for hungry box- 
ers in one city gym. j 

As we had noted earlier, it was 
hard to truly blame those who had 
helped themselves to the donated 
goods. ie 

‘These are very trying times in- 
deed, 

‘Look, ifthe President herself could 
rik the health 6f countless citizens, 
young and oldalike, by hosting a cet- 
tified cancer machine like Philip Mor- 
ris, we cannot condemn other poor 
souls who had to do anything to avoid 
dying ofhunger.  ' 

Let's just hope anid pray that the 
enormous foreign tobacco inves 
ments on local shores would not end, 
up as an idea to help fund the mod- 
cemization of RP boxing, as had been 
proposed by the President, 

Tt would no longer be funny, tif 
that happens. 


Atienza 


MANILA Mayor Lito Atienza yester 
day said be is giving government agen 
cies and private groups who want t 
save the Mehan Gardens only two mor: > 
‘weeks to convince the Department of 
Tourism to give up the old Ateneo de> 
Manila lot ip intramuros as an alterna - 
tive site forthe new City College of Ma - 
mila campes- 

‘Atienza said the city government È s 
excited” at the prospect of relocatiny z 
the CCM campus to Intramuros, but is 2 
said the proposed land-swap “should 
be resolved soon because we bave to 
prepare for ext year's enrollment o f 
CCM students.” 


sets land-swap deadline 


“We want them to have a new cam- 
pus by next school year.” the mayor 
said in a press statement. He warned 
that if no decision would be made after 
two weeks, the City Hall would have 
no choice but to continue the construc- 
tion of the new campus on the Mehan. 

Tt has been more than a week since the 
search team formed by the Department of 
the Environment and Natural Resources 
identified the old Ateneo site as an alter- 
native site for the CCM campus. 

‘The property is administered by the 
Intramuros Administration, an attached 
agency of the DOT. 

“The construction of the CCM cam- 
pus on the 140-year-old Mehan was 
‘ordered temporarily halted on June 28 


by the DENR after the private contrac- 
tor was found to have cut and pruned 
trees without permission. 

Atienza said the city government 
would request the DOT to give up the 
property in exchange for the 24,600- 
square-meter Mehan. 

“We will do our share in convincing, 
the DOT to give up the property and 
we expect those who proposed the a 
ternative site to make strong represen- 
tations with the DOT,” Atienza said. 

“The National Historical Institute. the 
National Commission for Culture and the 
Ans, the National Museum and various 
private conservationist and environmen- 
talist groups want the Mehan to remain a 
public park to preserve its historical and 


a 
dE 


ANCE SCHEDULE 


cultural legacy as the First zoological and 
botanical garden the capital. 

Bul Atienza said only one-third of 
the park would berused and tha the new 
buildings would tually enhance the 
place. : 

“The mayor wafned that the city gov- 
cemment “cannot Wait iridefinitely” for 
the acquisition of the old Atenes 

“This project has been approved by 
the city council and there are no legal 
impediments," he explained, "We have 
to continue with our development plans 
for the city.” 

He said the City Hall would remain 
steadfast in its cominitment to provide 
the poor students of the CCM the qual- 
ity education that they deserve, 
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Shooting champ Malonzo threatens to sue Tancangco 


Jethro Dionisio 
T a EA S S 


robbed of guns “Her sttement is uncalled for." Malonzo = mess is over.” "The office of city treasurer Lourdes Jose was tasked 
g BAE E ere rar E e aT 
ASSOC, OIG Mer BaS E Ne ea ee Oa es creat aa O ee 
e a E S a peg gata 
‘Commission on Elections for “preempting” that she granted the petition of the Asistiosto President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo ap- | TIF ECT REAM Purifiers 
TORMER vot pert ving cmmpoa etry aeaaea E Anaa gaier iiai imei Caboche polnd Malonzo ad mes of pgm 
FORMER world spes shooting champion etre edt nF r e a I E ae REEN EAO IAN 
Bro kon deont PA mion wore COR e ASi ang foran- “cad Sr cn was en ot be asp fe Asn a eS 
gun prea A ee, Sp ie an) eee eee 
re ee ci nue Quace ene etie arate itor +See: 
City, reported to police that his Jethro International clare an election failure in Caloocan. The Malonzo said Tancangco should not have many voters were disenfranchised. 
Tos, ote. ‘at 49-D G. Araneta Avenue in Barangay petition was filed by former Rep. Luis made the statement since the Comelec has yet ‘They accused Malonzo and other local 
De mae aA OAmnsa Arse in Bapay ES Ces A Daia Seamer Deas EE nonde, OT aE aaae Sr 
Sintal Quezon Ciy vat barglar Saadiy sty Bo Aast e pee em pu erates 3 
eae z 2 ches : T 
Bomam esma Man kills y b drinking figh hearan oresouo 
maii wes Se an ounger brother in ng fight name” RASOR 
eet OT a T “aes E 
three gun frames, 17 gun slides, 29 gun barrel pieces, BLOOD might be thicker than water, but Jim, 27, when they got in an argument, said derstanding that turned fatal, Esteves added. rage P1,795 $ 
pee un Fames 17 pin sidas 29pm, BE onae ia aaien aeae RAA Eesaia o Mea Aa Oa ies meran sak E, 
‘worth P21,750 and P3,500 in cash. to kill each other. tral Police District-Criminal Investigation when their quarrel started. Privado pulled outa With one year waranty 
PAITO mi PASO nh eater Monday cheooniauenCiy.a30- Ua (CPB) eppes 
ae pole mit ea M e e EAT on, 
Police said the break-in happened while the store they fought during a drinking bust. house when they started arguing about 2:30 pect, who is now detained at the CPD-CIU “es 591-4287 * 5339776- S36 2703 O83 GAB T4729 
T Polke sid he beatin ype wie desore Heyman lng an ay pa Nonin Esere mi aeaea fali Camp Kalas Shanes Vilage [ovo Stat tetas Eaa Een 
Monday. The robbers apparently took advantage of enue, Quezon City, stabbed dead his brother trying to find out what sparked the misun- Quezon City. Philip C. Tubexa Websle address: wow sriquentomatona com.pt 
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lice said. 
ie NAKASISIGURO GAMOT AY LAGING BAGO 


SPD chief foils rob 4 
try, nabs 2 suspects oN 


By NELSON F. FLORES WHITEHALL 


SOUTHERN Police District Office Director Senior 
Supt. Jose Gutierrez personally foiled a robbery at- 
tempt on Monday and arrested the suspects in Makati 
City. 

Gutierrez identified the suspects as Teresa Jalarda, 
19, of M.H. Del Pilar St, Barangay Rizal, Makati 
ity, and Reynaldo Porcioncula, 24, of Jacinto Street, 
Barangay Bambang, Pasig ity. 

‘Gutierrez said the suspects had just tried to rob 
Lino Santos, 46, a taxi driver and resident of Orquidia. 
Street, Barangay Pembo, also in Makati City. 

Investigation showed that Gutierrez, who was on 
his way to the SPDO headquarters in Taguig, foiled 
the robbery attempt about 4:30 p.m. Monday along 
Mckinley Road in Barangay Forbes. 

‘Gutierrez said he was on board his service vehicle 
‘when he spotted Santos running away from his taxi- 
cab, which was parked on McKinley Road. 

He said he also saw the suspects who: were appar- 
cently about to run after Samos. He said he alighted from 
his Vehicle and introduced himself as a law enforcer. 

But upon seeing him and his close-in security per- 
sonnel who were armed with M-16 rifles, the suspects 
immediately surrendered, Gutierrez said. 

He said two fan knives were also found on the 
suspects. 

‘Upon interrogation, the suspects told Gutierrez 
that Porcioncula wanted to celebrate his 24th birthday 
but had no money so they decided to stage a robbery. 

Santos said the robbers flagged his taxi down near 
the Guadalupe Commercial Center and asked him to 
bring them to The Fort. He said they announced the 
holdup when they reached McKinley Road. He said 


that was when he decided to jump off his taxi. HOW TO JOIN: 
~“ 5 


he ect ae now dei te Mak Ciy 
Jail, andarefcinghargesof illegal possession ofdeady | ~~, Avail of big discounts by using the discount coupons provided below. 
T E You can get more discount coupons for free at any Mercury Drug Stores 


nationwide, or in Mercury Drug 2001 calendars. 
RCBC robber known, 2. Once you use a discount coupon to purchase a participating product, you are 


automatically qualified to join the cell phone raffle. The discount coupon will 
getaway car found serve as your raffle stub. 


By ALCUIN PAPA 


POLICE have identified one of the suspects in the 


robbery of a Rizal Commercial Bank Corp. (RCBC) it 
Pecar op enap mapaa praat prapa akara 4. Write your name, address, telephone number, signature, and branch where product was 


Parany purchased at the back of the receipt or coupon. 

‘According to Senior Insp. Samuel Turla, chief of 
the Pasay City police station 6, a gray Honda Civic 
(WHE-732) was recovered in the city by SPOL 
ee Denko SERTAS rear The more Whitehall products you buy, the more discounts you get, and the more chances 

Investigation revealed that the car was abandoned of winning a brand new cellphone. So hurry! Promo is until August 31, 2001 only. 
by alone male suspect last Friday around 4 p.m. at the 
parking lot of the San Jacinto Restaurant on Taft Av- Promo offered only at Mercury Drug Stores nationwide. 
Cre ar at Tak 
ob wi Re RCBC branch in Quezoe Ciy lst we z<_ Discount coupons cannot be used in combination with other discount privileges and 

Twas also the same car used by men who held up ‘are valid only for single purchase. 

AMA Computer College students Bemard Velasco 
thd Ma, Craton Linda Soriano, police si Sour nene 

Turla said that found inside the Honda Civic were 
a lady's handbag with papers from AMA school in p 
the name of Soriano. ; n aS 

‘They leamed from AMA authorities that Soriano fh Bertoni |Carbociste! 
was held up last week while she and Velasco were on 
board Soriano's Mitsubishi Adventure (WCF-324) in 
Novaliches. 

"Turia said a witness described a suspect who was 
Jast seen with the Honda Civic. The suspect was 7 - 
described as between 35 and 40 years old, 5-foot-8, [| Hydrotalcite 
with short hair, stocky and wearing denim walking j i 
Damia bredai Tait, Teamia $ $ 8 Magnesium hydroxide 
of the Central Police District are coordinating closely Dimethicone 
to solve the RCBC bank robbery- ~ Simeco 


Fake shampoos seized 


3. Ask for your cash register tape receipt and attach to the discount coupon. 


5. Submit coupon with receipt to authorized Mercury Drug personnel. 
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BY JEROME ANING ue i p 00: 

a P e 
< P500,000 in fake shampoo and air products during a ; 00 "ei i 


‘raid on two warehouses in Quiapo, Manila the other 
day. 


= 


~ 


Director Reynaldo Wycoco of the NBI said the 
raid stemmed from a complaint filed by Unilever Phil- 
ippines Inc. which, through its counsel R.V. Domingo 
A Associates, requested the bureau to investigate and 
prosecute wholesalers and importers of counterfeit 
products bearing their trademark 

NBI agents conducted surveillance and leamed that 
the 808 General Merchandise was storing counterfeit 4 EROMO PERAD: JULY 4 is AUGUST 31, 2001 
products in their warehouses on Norzagaray and FFR # 7| BRRWe, REDNaR: auy i AugysT at, aoo 
Castillejos streets. CH : } sss 

‘The NBI obtained a search warrant from Mania mercury drug 
regional trial court Judge Antonio Eugenio J, then a! 4 cee merase fe 
conducted the raid, o eon 1 i ei our Vee a wwa rand oom or omal us diniwaid oon 

"Agents seized from the warehouses several wooden i || For inquiries, please cali Whitehall Pharmaceutical Phis. 
erates containing plastic boules and sachets of fake : | at telephone number 8430941 focal 572 
‘Vaseline shampoo, Lux shampoo and Crème Silk con- 
ditioners worth P500,000. 
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Participants can only win once. 
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Thursday evening and 
join the happening 
‘crowd at 8th Bay in St. 
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i , ENTERTAINMENT 


Loute C. Camino, Editor 


Mikey pra makes his bid as leading man in the movies 


“Mahal Kita, Kahit Sino 
Ka Pa,” is opening in 
Metro Manila theaters 
today; Local films open 

* every week no big deat, 
so why is there an un- 
usually,.noisy buzz 
about this one? Well, it 
stars Judy Ann 
Santos—and the Presi- 
dent's. son, Mickey 
Macapagal-Arroyo, 

People are curious 
about the movie because 
they want to see for 
themselves if Mikey can 
act. Actually they had 
many chances to do that 
in the past, since Mikey 
has been acting in films 

-for four years now. 

We've caught a 
‘number of those mov- 
ies and can report that 
they were generally 
budget action films 
topbilling second-tier 


Gentxt 
movie 
parade 


GLOBE Handyphone 
Gentxi, your ultimate 
passport to coo} gim- 
micks and big dis- 
counts in town, hypes 
the level of fur with 
four blockbuster Hol- 
Iywood movies‘which 
Gentexters can have 
the privilege to'see. 
The Gentxt movie 
parade kicks off with a 
double header on July 
126 with the screening 
Of “Cats and Dogs” at 
SM Megamall Cinema 
Sand “Moulin Rouge” 
at Sinema 11, both at 
740 p.m. 
livThe Gentxt movie 
night presents Steven 
2 Spielberg's adventure 
movie, “Jurassic Park 
IL.” on July 28 at Glo- 
eta 4 Cinema 3, 730 
pm. 

Gentxt caps the 
month with the roman- 
tic-comedy film, 
“Bridget Jones Diary,” 
to be shows July 31 at 
Glorietta 4 Cinema 3, 
7:30 p.m. The movie is 

„based pn the best-sell- 

g novel by Helen 
Fielding. Renee- Zell- 
Wegger plays the title 
ole, with Hugh Grant 
as costar. 


stars, and Mikey 
played only supporting 
and second-lead roles 
in them. 

„What about his act- 
{ng ability? Well, if 
memory serves, he 
came across as cager 
and enthusiastic, but 
wasn't really given 
scenes that were intense 
‘or complex enough to 
reveal his depth as an 
actor. So, when itcomes 
to Mikey's thespic tal- 
ent, the jury is still out 
on that score, 

Which is one reason 
why “Mahal Kita 
could bea dodgy propo- 

ion for him. I's the 
first movie he's topbill- 
ing, so some people will 
naturally wonder why it 
took his mom's becom- 
ing president for Mikey 
to finally be given his 
initial lead role. 


Gloria Macapagal- 
Arroyo and her prog- 
eny be any different? 

Of course, some 
children of heads of 
state take advantage of 
their own popularit 
“reflected celebrity” to 
launch show biz ca- 
reers for themselves. 
‘Some of them make it, 
while others don’t. 

If Mikey Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo does well in 
his first lead role, 
there'll be no fuss made 


Nestor U. Torre 


All sorts of reasons 
can be advanced to ex- 
plain such a “coinci- 
dence,” but let's face 
it, the two events are 
inextricably linked. 
Nor should that be 
something that Mikey 
should apologize for. 

After all, in this 
country, show biz and 
politics have been not 

strange bedfellows 
since the time of 
Ferdinand Marcos: 
Imee produced and 
acted, Irene conducted, 
and even Bongbong 


had a cameo role in a 
historical film on Fili- 
pino nationhood. 

Cory Aquino? 
Kris is the most visible 
example, going straight 
from chirpy teenager to 
film and then TV star. 

Fidel Ramos? Jo 
sang and had her own 
group, and went on to 
marry moviestar Lloyd 
Samartino. 

Joseph Estrada? 
Both Jinggoy and Jude 
tried to approximate his 
success in the movies. 

So, why shouid 


comes across as ner- 
vous, awkward, lacking 
in thespic intensity or 
trying-hard, watch out 
for a cacophony of cat- 
calls—and run for 
cover! 
New show on 
MTV 

WATCH out for these 


Sexy Date Movie Begins TODAY! 


Introducing, the “Tomcats,” tropa ng free- 

wheeling, sex-obsessed guys, na walang inatupag 
kung hindi make-iskor at magbilang ng nobya. 

4 Nagpustahan ang barkada - sino ang hating » 

barako na di patatali sa pag-aasawa? 

Matapos ang ilang’taon, sina Michael (Jerry 
O'Connell ng JERRY MAGUIRE) at Kyle (Jake 
Busey ng STARSHIP TROOPERS) na lang ang 
natitirang bachelor sa grupo. 

Upang manalo sa pusta, ise-set up ni Mike si 
Kyle with super-seductive Natalie (Shannon 
Elizabeth ng SCARY MOVIE, AMERICAN PIE). 
Nguni't di niya inaasahan na maiinlab din pala siya 
sa sexing dalaga. Manalo man siya sa pusta, 
maglalaho naman ang true love niyat 

Silipin din sa hilarious sexy comedy from 
Columbia Pictures sina Playboy playmates Julia 
Schultz at Amber Smith. Rated R. 


mron 


rR Chidren below 13 yrs. old wil only be allowed 


Final Fantasy > Pen | e a a 


Eye-popping sci-fi epic adventure 
In the year 2065, a meteor crashes Earth, 
unleashing millions of destructive alien creatures. 
The beautiful Dr. Aki Ross is the planet’s hope to 
overpower the alien invaders. 
Infected with alien spirit, Aki holds the key 
to defeating the creatures, as she scours the 
earth to collect the eight spirits that will save the 
planet, and pursues her final fantasy. 

Share a motion picture unlike anything seen or 
imagined before on screen. Marvel at the latest in 
hyper-real CG! (computer generated image) 
technology, 
| Don't miss the adventure movie of the year! 


- 2ND MUST-SEE ADVENTURE WEEK! 


UNLEASH anew REALITY 


TMA FATAST 


THE spita WITHIN 


ONE SHIP IS ABOUT TO IGNITE 
A GLOBAL WAR TODAY 


COMING VERY SOON 


Bo cick 


J: THEWORLD's MosT POPULAR GAME 

i OF ATHOUSAND THRILLS IS NOW 
J] |, THISYEAR' MOST ACTION-PACKED MOVIE! ` 
HY e nGORDON CHAN ma 


OAR 
CONVER 


Starring AARON KWOK 


YOUNG AND READY FOR THE BIGTIME 


new shows on MTV 
Philippines starting 
this month: 

“MTV's Cribs,” a 
show that visits celeb- 
rities’ homes and 
shows how stars live in 
private. The twist here 
is that the featured art- 
ists themselves serve 
as tour guides. 

Catch glimpses of 
the homes of Ozzy 
Osbourne, Joey 
Mcelntyre, Sugar Ray, 
Outkast, Destiny's 
Child, Snoop Dogg, 


Robbie Williams and 


Tommy Lee. 


“MTV's Cribs” airs 
on Channel 41 (non- 
cable TV)every Monday 
at 8 p.m., with repeats 
every Wednesday at 1 
pam, Thursday at 2 pm. 
and Saturday at 8 a.m. 


“MTV 


check,” a music show 
that presents three new 
music videos each 
week. Viewers are in- 
vited to vote for their 
favorite on www. 
mtvasia-com, and the 


most popular new 
video can be added to 
‘MTV's playlist, 
“MTV Sound- 
check” is seen on 
Channel 41 every 
Monday from 2to 2: 
p.m, Replays are on 
Tuesday at 8:30 a.m., 
Wednesday at 10 a.m., 
‘Thursday at 9 p.m. and 
Friday at 5 p.m. 
‘Pick the Flick’ 
STAR Movies’ “You 
Pick the Flick” gives 
viewers a chance to 


choose the movie 
they'd like to watch, 
Simply vote for 
your favorite movie at 
www com, 
and tune in to Star 
Movies every Friday, 9 
p.m., to catch the win- 
ning flick of the week 
For July 20, movies 
to choose from are 
“Fire on the Amazon," 
“10 Things I Hate 
About You,” “Lake 
” “Stigmata” 
and “A Midsummer 
Night's Dream.” 


Sound- 


secon 
WEE! 


AYPER-ELEETRIFYING 


AGTION 


THATS HOTTER THAN BURSTING FLAMES I 


esy FR [Strictly for ADULTS No one below 18 yrs. may be admitted. 


TRAVOLTA 


JACKMAN 


bon 


CHEADLE 


log on 
Hath in 

Go anywhere 
Steal evergtbing 


ORD 
~ FISH 


GP 


‘ARTFILM . GLORIETTA 4- 
NOW SHOWING 


Avaa CINEMAS 


ad Í 


a] 


anal conor 


Children below 13 yrs. old will only be allowed 
if accompanied by a parent or adult. 


INE PREMIERE 
ally Acclaimed Director of 
“CROUCHING TIGER, HIDDEN DRAGON” 


RIDE WITH THE DEVIL 


Rockwell Center 


DRIVEN- P13 
140,235, S00, 725,850 


SKEET ULRICH TOBEY MAGUIRE 
| Ang Loe (The lce Storm,” “Senso 


E 
FINAL FANTASY -P 13 
1230, 250, 510,740,850 


A Film by ANG LEE 


INA NOSMAN'S LAND BETWEEN NORTH AND SOUTH, 

YOU DION'T FIGHT FOR THE BLUE OR THE BRAY- 
YOU FOUGHT FOR YOUR FRIENDS AND YOUR FAMILY. 
JEFFREY WRIGHT 


snd Sanetity” & Crouching Tiger, Hlddon Dragon") 
‘feroct time and place, and imo Ni 


ALONG CAME A SPIDER - P 13 
30,1 


DR. DOLITTLE2- GP 
340, 550, 0, 1010 J 11:30, 130,330, B90, 740, 930 


TOMCATS -R18 
1245,255, 50, 715,800 


‘SWORD FISH- R 18 
285,05 15,800 


MATINEE P80.00 - FREE SEATING - SCREENINGS BEFORE 5 PM - MON. TO FRI. 


> FR_| strictly tor ADULTS No one below 18 yrs. may be admitted. 


‘A SMART RAINY DAY TREAT! 


Amazing handset price drops with 
SMART Money & SMART zed plus! 


Enjoy great discounts on selected handsets with a 
SMART zed plus or a SMART Money SIM pack! 
Grab one at the nearest SMART dealer --NOW! 
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By CLARISSA S. BATINO could not be re-negotiated. $500-million deal, the US-based 

However, Buenaventura said investment bank would be tasked 

WHILE the terms of the $500-mil- the investment bank could choose to farm out the debt notes to other 
lion bond deal may have been a better timing for the offering. nvestment banks. 

carved in stone, US-based invest- “The only problem is that the But pricing problems because of 

CURRENCIES carved i toe Sab inflow we are expecting would threats that Argentina would default 

rade Rate ton is planning to defer the offer- ` also be delayed. But if ever, it on its loans and thus affect other 

PESO - DOLLAR iP 53.95 S] ing of the global bonds by at least 4 would only be delayed bya month emerging markets like the Philip- 


a month when market conditions or so,” the central bank governor pines would leave Credit Suisse 
Sasi on emerging markets shall have said. “We are mindful of the cur- with no other choice but to hold on 
aot and improved. rent market conditions. We expect to the bonds if no other buyers will 

A Oe < A senior finance official said A that the completion of the documen- be brave enough to take them. 

A; 125.44 Fi the bond offer may be postponed tation process and suitable market Credit Suisse was among the 
as aa specndi on: OOII MER mlao Tor aiaocceyalil ima. Sven banks alec coordine Ge 
The US dolarwastredng borrowings continued to widen 4 will coincide,” Camacho said. roadshow that the finance depart- 
at 125.44 as of 5 p.m., because of fears that Argentina ‘The financial market has been ment had scheduled late this 
July 17,2001___: would default on $24 billion abuzz with talks that Credit Suisse month. The roadshow has been 
“goun-$267.00/267.5035° Worth of maturing loans this year. had been trying to re-negotiate the postponed to a later date so as not 

ere ven, Even Bangko Sentral Governor terms, particularly the pricing of to coincide with the bond float. 
suty erie d Rafael Buenaventura said he the bond issue. The US-based in- Tt had earlier raised $200 mil- 
1y 17,2001 __ would not be surprised if the in- = BUENAVENTURA vestment bank has reportedly lion for the government through a 

vestment bank would postpone the BUENAVENTURA | committed 1o “firmly underwrite’ private placement, 

bond float to a later date. tral bank chief sai e $500-million 10-year global Sources said that spreads on 
STOCK MARKET “if they postpone it for 30 | Buenaventura supported the bond issue of the Philippine gov- emerging market bomowings Tose 
days, I wouldn't be surprised be- stand of Finance Secretary Jose ernment with a yield of 5.1 per- by at least a percentage point since 

Stocks down PSE Composite Index Cause of the (current) condition Isidro Camacho that the pricing centage points over 10-year US reports anplas ginda 

T 1 STOCKS closed Of the market. But the terms and other terms of the $500-mil- treasury bond rate. fault reached the market two 


‘GRAPHS ay ROBERT. ANDRES 


weaker yester- call would have to be intact,” the cen- lion, 10-year global bond offering As sole “bookrunner” for the- weeks ago. 
hy day due to a 
heme AAT Banks chip in P100M f h 
of profit-taking on food con- 4 F] | 
loner San Migue Corp. | anks chip m or hew excnange 
and the drop of the peso to 
fresh six-month lows. i BY ELENA R. TORRIJOS tion of the Philippines, insurance mand and increased transparency. on secondary trades of commer- 
Traders said San Miguel ere Gaus companies and large corporatedebt The exchange will also provide cial paper and asset-backed secu- 
was ripe for cash calls fol- f ‘THE BANKERS Association of issuers such as food and beverage `a venue for individuals and orga- ities, among others. 
lowing gains of about 10 mY the Philippines, composed of the conglomerate San Miguel Corp. and nizations to dispose of their debt Coronel noted that there were 
percent in the last few country’s more than 40 commer- oil giant Shell were among those papers immediately without hav- about P1 trillion in outstanding 
weeks on news it was bid- (See stock market report on Page B4} cial banks, last week approved a being considered as possible inves- ing to resort to buyback or repur- government securities and this fig- 
ding to acquire 85 percent of P100-million investment for the tors, Coronel said. chase agreements with financial ure represented the potential 
soft drink firm Cosmos Battling Corp. establishment of a fixed-income The exchange, which will al- institutions. amount of paper that could be 
4 Cosmos parori Ea Corp. said it expects to decide on the buyer for exchange that has a potential for low trading of various fixed-in- Initially, the exchange will traded on the planned fixed in- 
osmos within the week. E PI trillion in trades. ‘come instruments such as govern- trade government securities, the come exchange. 
Meanwhile, the peso further sippedto 83.95 o the dollarin morning trade Naa ee det aP executive ment securities and commercial secondary trading of which is not ‘The BAP" investment will rep- 
from ita Monday close of 59:71 onhedging and dolar short-covering. dek director Leonilo Coconel said the paper, should be set up within the: subject to documentary stampstax resent a 20-percont stake in the 
. BAP was preparing information year, he added. under a ruling by the Bureau of fixed-income exchange. Under the 
D patha ae E teadiisent range aireedy, itSfor roadshow inthe nexttwo | The BAP executive explained Internal Revenue. Securities Regulation Code, a 
Fen a a r an ai neues: Weeks toraise investments forthe that, eventually, the exchange Several associations involved single industry group can only 
eae aes amen ot bak of the Philippive islands. Trust, balance of the planned exchange’s could lead to lower interest rates in the country’s capital markets have a maximum 20-percent stake 
‘STOCKS/ B3 P500-million capital base. or borrowing costs for companies are pushing the government to in any local exchange while an in- 
Si pe Ş The Investment Houses Associa- as a result of possibly higher de- support legislation lifting the tax dividual can have up to 5 percent. 


N VARIOUS TESTS, 
THE SUBARU FORESTER 
SOMES 0 : 
A SAFE B 


0 SLIDE TEST 


E 
LOG TEST 


FORESTER We tested the new Subaru Forester against other SUVs, and in every case, it came out the clear winner. It went clean through the | 
AWA 


-s lide test; stood 3 l hen it shou ave 
THE COUNTRY'S FIRST SPORTS SAFETY VEHICLE soapy, super-slippery slide test; stood up to the standing tilt test; sawed through the log test; and didn’t zig when it should hi 
zagged in the slalom test. 
All proof why you should check out the country's first SSV, or Sports Safety Vehicle. The Forester’s All-Wheel Drive constantly and evenly 
distributes power to all four wheels. Power that comes from a light yet efficient Horizontally-Opposed Engine that gives the vehicle 
a high ground clearance but low center of gravity. Result? Full-time excellent response and handling in any condition. You drive more 
safely, corner more surely, brake or maneuver around obstacles more confidently. You and your family experience a safer, more enjoyable ride. 
Visit your nearest GM AutoWorld retailer, test drive the Forester SSV, and experience the best of both worlds- sporty driving pleasure made safe. 
Bi) Introductory Price: 


M/T - P1,188,000 | Z387 resme tno excnson, waka cty ee ee bes, 2r eeen Aeae Quenna, Activo Driving, Active Safety 


A/T -P1,238,000 | Baia ratang 75008 i Pasay ieee GP SUBARU 


E] Autoworld nn’ RANGORDO Fet Noč (45) 903-1358 
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MRT extension seen key to MRTC profitability 


Work anywhere with the Dell™ 
Latitude™ CPx notebook, the mobile 
powerhouse of the Latitude™ range. 
With its durability and performance, 
you can get in touch with your office 
wherever you may be. You can still 
be productive while on the road. 
And don't get snippy about it 


The new Dell™ Latitude™ CPx series 
retains commonality with Lotitude™ 
C-Family media. modules ond 
docking solution providing flexibility, 
desktop expansion and helping to 
reduce Total Cost of Ownership 


The Dell™ Latitude™ CPx is equipped 
with Intel® Pentium® Ill processor 
650MHz and 128MB RAM memory 
capacity to handle all your work with 
ease. lts 20GB Hard Disk Drive lets 
you store your memos, 
presentations, and important 
documents. 


Dell means business 


PRODUCTIVITY IN MOBILITY. 
THE DELL" LATITUDE” CPx 


Dell™ Latitude™ CPx 

* Intel® Pentium® Ill processor 650MHz 

© 14.1" XGA Color TFT 

* Active Matrix Display 

* 128M8 RAM 

+ 20GB Hard Disk Drive 

* 24X CD-ROM 

* Duol Pointing Device (Touchpod & 
Trock Stick) 

* Microsoft® Windows® 98 

* Corrying Case 


Limited offer at P99,950 


By GIL C. CABACUNGAN JR. 


METRO Rail Transit Corp. yesterday insisted that 
the proposed 5-kilometer extension of the Edsa mass 
rail transit (MRT) from its North Edsa station to 
Monumento was the key to putting the project on 
track to profitability. 

MRTC chair Robert John Sobrepefia said the ex- 
tension would finally complete a transport loop be- 
tween Lines 1 (Light Rail Transit) and 3 (Edsa 
MRT), which should boost passenger volume on 
both routes. 

‘The LRT runs from Monumento to Baclaran 
while the Edsa MRT line stops at LRT's Taft Av- 
enue station. The 5-km extension would allow com- 
muters access to both lines and enable Edsa MRT to 
capture a sizable chunk of passengers from North 
Metro Manila. 

‘Sobrepefia said the Edsa MRT line was not vi- 
able because of its marginal traffic—average of 
270,000 commuters a day—and the low fare. “The 
government can only make the MRT viable and re- 
duce or wipe out its subsidies by completing the loop 
and raising the fare when the economy has recov- 
ered,” Sobrepefia said. 

‘The MRTC consortium has been blamed for rail- 
roading a deal, which critics said ensured the group 
of a 15-percent annual return on their $190-million 
equity investments even if the Edsa MRT was not 
running profitably. MRTC is made up of Fil-Estate 
Management Inc., Ayala Land Inc., Anglo-Philippine 
Holdings Corp., Greenfield Development Corp., 


Ramcar Inc., Allante Realty and Development Inc. 

'Sobrepeña said that the terms of the build-lease- 
transfer contract were originally made during the 
Aquino administration with businessman Eli Levin 
as the private party. He said MRTC took over the 
project during the Ramos administration under the 
Same BLT contract with some revisions that made it 
more attractive for the government. 

"This included a cut in the internal rate of retum 
from 20 percent to 15 percent and government's 
lease payments were changed from straight line 
(equal payments over 25 years) to a back-end sched- 
ule (where the bulk of payments are made only at the 
latter part of the contract). "We would start getting 
returns starting on the 15th year from start of opera 
tions or after all the loans have been paid,” Sobrepefia 
said. 

He said critics fail to realize that the BLT was a 
better option than the build-transfer mode. “Under a 
BT, the government should have paid lump sum af- 
ter the project's completion unlike the BLT where 
the payment is spread over 25 years.” 

He said the loan guarantees were necessary con- 
sidering the project's risk and cap on investment re- 
tums, "We were not the only company granted gov- 
ernment guarantee. No company would touch the 
project unless there is a guarantee.” 

He said the project would not work under a build- 
operate-transfer mode because almost all transport 
systems in the world were operating on government 
Subsidies, "We invested.in the project des 

MRT/ BS 


Internet domain name 
registry opens in RP 


WHAT'S in a name? 
Inthe Internet, it is ev- 
if erything. 


| Similar to real- 
world trademarks, do- 
main names like 
Cocacola.com or 
Microsoft.com are vir- 
tual gateways to infor- 
mation about a com- 
pany. Without a do- 
main name, one will 
not have Web presence 


or a Web address that 
allows customers to 
view on the Internet 


the latest services and 
n acean meno MHOMOIDONE NC Seles that a com- 
tee ne one cee oy Pany offers. 
Soe Sc Semin me my itis this light hat 
the Intemet Carport: 
tion for Assigned 
Names and Numbers 
(ICANN)—the body 
overseeing the global 
Seance nies 
ment system and li- 
censing of domain 
ee tee 
z cided to put up biz , a 
Suite 707, Cityland 10 Tower | top-level Internet do- 
Geronimo St. corner Ayala Avenue North main strictly for bt 
Salcedo Village, Makati City 1227 ness. 


ICANN added .biz 

Our new telephone numbers are (632) 867-1205, (632) | to earlier domains such 
867-1297 and (632) 893-9863. Our new facsimile number is | as „com, org and .net. 
(632) 867-1297. 


ICANN accredited 
PhilippineRegistry.com 
We will maintain the same email address: 

atzamora@ pacific.net.ph 


Give your business the notebook you nsed. Ca our lca Dali distributor now 
Topesk than arpar about tn notebok Pats rignt Tor You. 


prer 


Dall Recommends Windows 2000 Professional for Business 


NOTICE OF CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


The Law Firm of Zamora Mendoza and Associates is 
pleased to announce that on 02 July 2001, it has transferred 
its offices to: 


ee neo 


ow to speed up your 


printing. 
and scanning: 


Do everything 
in one machine. 


Inc, to operate as a glo- 
bal TLD name registry. 
Many will remem- 
ber that domain names 
such as Ayala.com, 
Sanmiguel.com, 
Unionbank.com and 
‘Megaworld.com were 
acquired by individu- 
als, groups or compa- 
nies based in the US or 
ORARAA other parts of the world 
Saran way before the larger 
Manila-based corpora- 
tions filed applications 
to acquire them. 
PilippineRegisty.com 


@& Citystate Savings Bank, Ine. 


709 Shaw Blvd., Pasig Ciy 
Statement of Condition 
Asof June 22, 2001 
AMOUNT: TME BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 
aanze 


Antonio L Cabangor-Chus 
‘ite Cannan 


D. Aled A. Cabangon 


kaon siak ran 
Daor advantage of 
aoa Te len filing for .biz domain 
eae names early and greater 
Fecrato tt. Bote chances of acquiring 
SE their domain names be- 

fore other registrants 
from elsewhere in the 
world get them, 

“biz is mainly de- 
signed for business. It 
nims to protect brand 
Vita ected names, The com domain 


by Ricoh 


A fast-growing business demands swift-moving TORR ent vealed classified. With the 
operations. Day to day. That's why we offer a Dieser “frst-come-first-serve” 
quick solution to help. A digital solution, TOTALUABLITES ACAPTALACCOUNTS P_S3440380077 Benjamin V. Ramos eye iaa 
Consider the Aficio. Soar sanan S 


Armory Tan tions, anyone and every- 
ore fone has boen able to Teg- 

With the Aficio, you can now efficiently handle any aagiat anain | istor and have a com do- 

some of your most common, demanding office iaa. oporno Boy 

tasks--printing, scanning, faxing, copying, 

networking and more--in one machine. 

At less cost per page! 


=" 


L Wd A. Cabangon 


D. Arnoia A. Cabangon 
Been 


Mirto, vice chair of 
PhilippineRegistry.com 

Filipino businesses 
may now avail them- 
selves of the biz domain 
and expand thelr pres- 
ence on the Internet, 
something that no busi- 
ness today can do wlth- 
EE tosaCereanercasardntotoponcie N-O-N È out, Mirto said 
NALO MENENS) PhilippineReglstry.com 

would follow the strict 
ICANN procedures In 
giving out biz domain 
names to clons, 

To launch the com- 
pany and „biz, Philip- 
pineRegisiry.com will 
Bost u conference on the 
importance of domain 
name registration for 
business on July 20 ut the 
Edsa Shangri-La Plaza 
Mate 


OTHER INFORMATION: (OB Oireular 208) 
ri assan 

AT 

aorar 


pon 
PI 


Now spend less time and money every working 
day. With the Aficio. 


Available in speeds of 15, 18, 22, 35, 45 pages 
per minute. 
FREE SOFTWARE! 


‘Take fuil advantage of Aficio's FREE document 
‘management software when you select the Aficio 
printer and scanner options 


kaam ene a manera al in vis rapot 


wore mvourcomer RIGOR 


Passe ua 
‘Pra aotz 01-1601-PAOG 
Tee NO asosa 01:1801 CAPE 
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Dogfight over new Naia Stocks down 1 


IT is now becoming clear how the =—— Alvarez press releases and newspa- cided to defer indefinitely the con- (From page B1) lion, boosted by cross amounting to about P400 
six taipans, the original proponents Cc OCKTALES = per ads against him have been or- struction of the six-star hotel ori; The 33-share com- sales in Pure Foods Corp. million. Reuters 
of the Ninoy Aquino International => chestrated by the PR consultant of nally reserved for Ritz-Carlton. posite index fell 13.60 

Airport Terminal 3 project, had the Public Estates Authority. To make the space productive, Points, ad pti <2, COUNTRY SHARES 

been edged out by the German- What in heaven's name woulda Nestor Padilla, president of the (Stat se ah 

nanced consortium currently build- By Victor government flak hit a government Lopez-controlled Rockwell Land, is "The index has lost | Samsun’ 

ing the new terminal at the former 27 A flagship project and a Cabinet sec- in the meantime building a multi- 739 percent so far this | Biata 0 tuis uw 

Nichols air base. C. Agustin retary at that? level, open-roofed badminton year butis outperformir 
Whereas the taipahs only pro- In addition to slinging potshots Courts. These subterranean courts markets in Hong Kong, 
posed to build the passenger termi- na] 1, where the local players are at Alvarez, the PR consultant has should be ready by October. Singapore and Tokyo. 
nal, the German consortium offered iw iwuntheerisis shrunken pie, l80been throwing mud at the Ger- Heard through Decliners were al- 
a bigger share of the revenue pie to vould te closed down for intema- Mân principals of Piatco, despite the most double that of gain- 


the goverment by-—ihis lp tacts EO Be cicend down ae peng repel baer the grapevine soas win ai | SERE sa 
-+ lights, with all international a k E bach ete 
seret weapon- insning a mo- hah beng fnnled oe new counts the German carmanafacurer QUSTED Manila Polo Ch presi, "Votan jumped to ar m 
nopoly pr arp Terminal 3 ence it opens. BMW/Prestige Cars as clients. dent Antonio M. Garcia flew out ot sees A 
n exchange for P17.75 billionin „7 With Terminal 1 being shut What is going on here? posea ariii raed Monday's P377.96 mil- 
in exchange for P17.75 billionin down and converted to a domestice Hole by the mall ‘ving purportedly written a two- 
guaranteed government revenues SYON 
tium in full-page ads Monday) and 00 them out, where would these jarge hole beside the PowerPlant The letter, unfortunately un- G 
other unknown considerations, the OCA entrepreneurs g0? |. Mallis, that is the basement forthe signed, details the horse-tradings N Gv A g 
Erap administration awarded not= whe mns tee fener a planned luxury hotel of the and petty crimes that allegedly af- il NU 7 
only the construction of the new ter- a . pezes. i flicts even supposedly genteel coun- 
minal but, here's the windfall, the 2 courtesy of the Erap administradon With the economy still not pick- try clubs. © Nesa a 
ruckus by saying it would not relo- = had teen hoped for durin th y 
cargo, ground-handling, and meal) Terus bs -had been hoped for during the g0- mail at cocktales_pdi@ yahoo.com 
ight services for 25 years to the Be re ie te anal go Ramos years, the Lopezes de- or atcocktales_pdi@hoimail.com.) 
German-led Philippine Interna- 
~ In this fight, PAL's kapitan 
a amanaia Ona. be nen PAL ken TY R R A T U M 
fma sarsi thata foreign boxed himself in with his almost 
firm would displace a number Of slavish support for the goonish ex- 
local firms now sharing the business sie z 
A inthe July 16,2001 issue, Philippine Registry.com Inc., and 
latter's rough-riding days. To para- 3 5 : 
year, Welcome to globalization. phrase an Erap-era putdown: | Not “PhilRegister.com”, is the correct first and only ICANN- 3 
Since the Piatco contract remains bingndohan ninyo, magtiis kayo. | accredited Filipino company to offer domain name registry h zy 


38 ‘million fro 
vices in the construction contract, Madea Beet Nase 

a a A page letter explaining why he had 
{as claimed by the German consor. "eminal, and Terminal 3 having IF you are wondering what that to leave the board in a huff. N EGO 
exclusive management of airport, ‘the exclusion of others, joined the ing up a sustained tigerish pace that (Cocktales may be reached by e- 
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In the heat of competition, the best deserves 
a worthy recognition. The Sun Life Prosperity 

Funds honor the mutual fund representatives 
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PEP suspends 
film production, 
bingo operations 


By Doris C. DUMLAO 
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PUBLICLY listed film and gaming 
company Premiere Entertainment Pro- 
ductions (PEP) Inc. yesterday an- 
nounced the suspension of its bingo 
and film production activities as part 
of its streamlining efforts. 

In a disclosure to the Philippine 
‘Stock Exchange yesterday, PEP said 
these measures form part of a reorga- 
nization plan that was aimed at en- 
bling the company cope with the pre- 
vailing economic difficulties. 

Under pressure to explore alterna- 
tive sources of revenue amid the slump 
in its core businesses, PEP has been 
planning to migrate into the telecom- 
munications or information technology 
business. 

“The reorganization involves a vol- 
untary retirement program, The com- 


networks. 

In partnership with the Philippine 
Amusement and Gaming Corp., PEP 
earlier diversified into gaming. This 
entailed the establishment of a subsid- 
iary called Premium Events Palace Inc. 
which was tasked to manage and oper- 
ate bingo parlors in the country. 

‘These bingo and film production 
activities are now suspended, leaving 
only the roving camera and film distri- 
bution in its business portfolio, 

‘The company earlier expanded its 
roving camera activities, where mobile 
vans equipped with projectors and 
other equipment provide film screen- 
ings in provincial communities. 

PEP debuted at the stock exchange 
in May 1997. Premium Events had 
planned to venture into the on-line 
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bingo system during the term of former 
President Estrada but the plan was 
shelved when businessman Dante 
Tan's Best World Gaming was 
awarded the license to operate the 
bingo system by Pagcor. 


pany will continue operating but with 
a downsized manpower. It will limit its 
activities to its roving cinema and film 
distribution business,” the company 
said in the disclosure. 

‘The company's cash cow used to be 
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AN investor group led by investment 
house and securities brokerage firm 
ATR Kim Eng Capital Partners Inc. is 
taking over 50 percent of Philtread 
Holdings Corp., formerly Philtread 
Tire & Rubber Corp., through a P450 
million worth of cash and share-swap 
package. 

In a disclosure to the Philippine 
Stock Exchange yesterday, Philtread 
said it would use the bulk of the sale's 
proceeds to finance its acquisition of a 
61.35-percent stake in Net Curricula 
Inc, from the investor group and a 10- 


According to the disclosure, ATR 
Kim Eng Capital and the other mem- 
bers of the investor group such as 
Francisco Colayco and Motherwell 
Inc. will subscribe to around 50 mil- 
lion new class A and B Philtread shares 
at P9 per share, subject to the waiver 
of pre-emptive rights by existing 
shareholders. 

ATR Kim Eng will become the 
single biggest shareholder of Philtread 
with a 39.42-percent stake. The re- 
maining 10.58 percent will be shared 
by Colayco and Motherwell 

ATRIBS 
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SUBIC BAY FREEPORT—Taiwan- 
ese business leaders accompanying 
Taiwanese Economic Minister Hsin-I 
Lin in his Philippine visit have pledged 
to pour more investments in Subic Bay 
Freeport 

The freeport is the site of a 300- 
hectare industrial park that has grown 
into an overseas manufacturing base 
for Taiwan over the past five years. 

The business delegation, composed 
of chief executive officers of compa- 
nies that rank among the biggest in 
Taiwan, is headed by Jeffrey Koo, 
chair of the Chinatrust Commercial 
Bank and the Chinese National Asso- 
ciation of Industry and Commerce 
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Manufacturing conglomerate Far 
Eastern Group, which has $21.8 billion 
in assets, Jed the businesses that ex- 
pressed “serious interest” in establish- 
ing overseas operations in Subic. 

‘Far Eastern, chaired by Douglas 
‘Tong Hsu, is engaged in shipbuilding 
and textile manufacturing, among 
other things. 

Hsu said he is “seriously consider- 
ing putting investments in Subic,” 
which has lured internationally re- 
nowned Taiwanese companies such as 
Acer and Hitachi to locate large-scale 
‘manufacturing operations at the Subic 
Bay Industrial Park (SBIP). 

‘The Philippines remains among the 
top five destinations for Taiwanese 


overseas investments. Despite the glo- 
bal economic slowdown, Taiwanese 
overseas investments in the first quar- 
ter of the year reached $1.364 billion, 
up 42.22 percent from the same quar- 
ter last year. 

Koo assured Subic Bay Metropolitan 
Authority officials that he would bring 
‘more Taiwanese investors to the freeport. 

Koo is known to have a strong i 
fluence, not only in Taipei's business 
community but also in its economic 
policies and decisions—serving as na- 
tional policy adviser of the Taiwanese 
president for several years. 

He is believed to have played a piv- 
otal role in shifting Taipei's overseas 
investment priorities toward the Phil- 


Taiwan to infuse more investments 


ippines, particularly Subic. 

“The idea of Subic was started by 
myself and former President Fidel 
Ramos,” Koo said. 

“Taiwanese investments are viewed 
as the single most important factor be- 
hind the success of Subic Bay as a 
‘manufacturing site. 

Computer giant Acer, the biggest 
investor here next to FedEx, has in- 
vested over $120 million in its produc- 
tion facility and has accounted for 
about 80 percent of the freeport’s total 
export earnings since 1998. 

‘Acer is expanding its operations to 
include the assembly of desktop com- 
puters. Elizabeth Marcelo, PDI Cen- 
tral Luzon Desk 
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Gov’t needs firm policy 
on granting of guarantees 


By CLARISSA S. BATINO 
(Conclusion) 


A WEEK afier she took her oath of office, President 
Macapagal-Arroyo asked all departments and agen- 
cies of the government to live within their means and 
demonstrate simple lifestyle, Officials were asked to 
refrain from using the expensive vehicles bought by 
the previous administration. The highly paid ones 
were asked to take salary cuts and to forego some 
perks 

‘The moves were aimed 
cutting off unnecessary expen- 
ditures that put further pressure 
‘onthe government's tight bud- 
get 

‘An important part of the process is the review of 
all sovereign guarantees extended by the previous ad- 
ministration that tend to bloat the already swollen 
budget deficit 

‘The government has been doing the review very 
carefully and quietly because the bulk of these were 
Signed not during the term of everybody's usual sus- 
pect, deposed President Estrada, but Under that of 
former President Fidel V. Ramos. 

Inherited projects 

‘Technically, Argentinian-led CBK Power Corp. 
obtained a risk undertaking, a form of govern 
guarantee, not from Estrada who was called the " 
wining godfather" of Impsa Asia Ltd. when the con- 
tract with the National Power Corp. was sealed, but 
from the current administration 

"The Macapagal administration approved the risk 
undertaking on the strength of a Department of Jus- 
tice opinion that favored the extension of guarantee 
to the CBK project. 

Finance Secretary Jose Isidro Camacho, however, 
denied this saying that the current administration 
only did “some legal clarifications.” He, however, 
did not elaborate on his statement 

‘The guarantee means the national government 
assumes the responsibility of paying CBK’s credi- 
tors should Napocor fails to pay for the electricity it 
committed to buy from CBK Power. 

Not that the CBK project does not deserve any 
guarantee, but according to the provisions of the 
BOT law, unsolicited proposals such as that of 
Impsa, are not entitled to any government guarantee- 

'A similar case is that of Philippine Internation 
Air Terminal Co., the proponent of the Naia Term 

‘The Piatco deal recently caused a stir 

1 administration discovered that 

the previous administration guaranteed the loans of 

the project proponent even if the Naia 3 contract was 
based on an unsolicited bid. 

Tn the case of CBK Power, a government guaran- 
tee was a precondition set by the lenders of a loan 
for the rehabilitation of the Caliraya-Botocan- 
Kalayaan power plants in Quezon. 

GMA stance questioned 

Tt was odd, said a former finance secretary, that 
the administration that has beeg meticulously stud 
ing all deals entered into by the previous adminisu 
tion had quietly approved a project as controversial 
and as closely identified with former President 
Estrada as CBK. 

Unlike in the case of whose guarantees 
‘were already firmed up when Estrada was booted out 
of office, the matter of CBK's guarantee was still in 
the hands of the justice department when the new 
administration took over. 


ATR group... 


(From page B4) 


‘The existing major shareholders of Philtread— 
Philex Mining Corp. and Bridgestone/Firestone 
Inc.—will own 24.75 percent and 13.14 percent, re- 
spectively. 

The transaction was approved by Philtread’s 
board of directors last July 12, It will be presented 
for ratification by the company's stockholders in a 
meeting on July 25, 

“Philtread calls for the subscription and full pay- 
ment of the new shares by way of stock offering to 
stockholders. The subscription of the new investor 
group on the Philtread shares will come from the in- 
Crease in the authorized capital stock," the disclosure 
said, 

“In case the new share 
the subscriptions of the new investor group, the bal- 
ance will be taken from the other stockholders of the 
corporation,” it added, 

‘The investor group will transfer its 61.35-percent 
stake in Net Curricula to Philtread for P135.4 mil- 
lion. ATR Kim Eng, for its part, will transfer its 10 
percent stake in LBC Global also to Philthread, 

‘The cost of acquiring these two assets will ex- 
ceed Philtread's total equity by 20 percent. However, 
the company said in the disclosure that it would stili 
be able to generate a cash reserve of P14.6 million 
for additional working capital and future invest- 
ments. 

Philtread chair Gerard Brimo was authorized by 
the board to negotiate the terms and conditions for 
the entry of the investor group. 

Philtread stopped its tire manufacturing opera- 
tions in 1994 and spun off its plant and inventories 
located in Sucat, Muntinlupa to MSF Tire and Rub- 
ber Ine. The property on which the tire plant was lo- 
cated was transferred to Sucat Land Corp. 

lier reports said ATR Kim Eng was buying GE 
Insurance Co. Inc., the Philippine subsidiary of 
GE Capital International Holdings Corp. of the US. 


MRE. merem 


the limited returns, (which was equivalent to Trea- 
sury bill rates at the time) because we thought we 
could offset these from earnings from the project's 
real estate side. Unfortunately, the property sector 
Went bust and we have yet to recover," Sobrepeta 

Sobrepefia said his group bought out Levin only 
when the Supreme Court upheld the legality of the 
BLT contract. He said the deal was reviewed by dif- 
ferent government agencies and was probed by the 
Senate and House of Representatives. 

Instead of being criticized, Sobrepeña said the 
MRTC should be praised for building the project on 
time and within budget—a rarity in the business. The 
net economic benefits of the project in terms of man- 
hours, fuel consumption and pollution far outweigh 
the costs of undertaking the project. Sobrepeña said 
the Edsa MRT should be reviewed with the record 
of LRT Line 2. The transport system from Bilibid 
Prison to Katipunan has yet to be completed even 
though it was started hefore the dsa MRT 


“The current administration could have done 
something to address the concerns about the CBK 
deal,” he said 

This puts to question the Macapagal 
administration's position against the granting of gov- 
ernment guarantees fo certain groups. 

Firm policy 

Itis interesting to note that while the Department 
of Finance had prepared an executive order adopting 
‘a conservative position on the extension of govern- 
ment guarantees, two other departments had their 

‘own drafts espousing entirely dif- 

ferent approaches. The DOF and 

the two other departments are 

currently harmonizing their pro- 

posals before presenting the final 
draft to Malacafiang for approval 

Camacho stressed that the government would ex- 
ercise caution and act judiciously on pending re- 
‘quests for guarantees. 

But until a firm policy is set, there will be no as- 
surance that the state coffers will be spared from ab- 
sorbing the loans of projects guaranteed by the gov- 
emment, whether they are sound or otherwise. 


SECOND IN SUBIC 
Banks want new casino 


By GIL C, CABACUNGAN JR. 


‘THE GROUP of creditor banks that took 
over Subic Bay Waterfront Development 
Corp. has asked the state-run Philippine 
Amusement and Gaming Corp. (Pagcor) to 
put up a casino at the Subic Yacht Club, 
‘which will be the second in Subic Freeport. 

Subic Bay Metropolitan Authority 
Chair Felicito Payumo said the creditor 
banks felt that a casino would help in boost- 
ing the flagging opera- 


Payumo, however, said the creditor 
bbanks have yet to determine whether Pagcor 
could legally set up another casino in Subic 
Bay as it has already given out a license to 
operate a casino in the freeport to the 
Legenda group, owner of an upscale hotel. 

‘The creditor banks claimed that Pagcor 
could run the proposed Subic Yacht Club 
casino while the Legenda casino would 
continue to operate as a licensee. 

Creditor banks led by Land Bank of the 


Philippines took over operations of Subic 
Bay Waterfront from Triple V Restaurant 
‘group early this year after the company de- 
faulted on its roughly P1 billion in loans. 

Triple V owner Victor Villavicencio was 
forced to pay the 17 creditor banks shares of 
the Subic Yacht Club to prevent his prized 
project from closing down, Villavicenci 
sold Subic Yacht Club shares at P1.7 million 
‘each for individuals and P2.3 million for cor- 
porate investors. 


tions of the Subic Yacht 
Club. 

An additional casino 
was expected to attract a 
more regular flow of 
customers at the Subic 
Yacht Club, which re- 
mains a popular destina- 
tion for local tourists 
during weekends but 
mostly deserted during 
weekdays. 
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Logo unveiled reveals sharper focus on RP commitments 


BY JOEL NIGOS 


seek to provide innovative, cost- 
effective and superior solutions in 
master planning, t design and 
management services,” JTCC CEO 
Goh Song How said in his speech 
during the launching. 

Goh said that the company 
would leverage on best technolo- 
gies as well as attract and retain the 
best people so that the company 
will constantly meet the ever-chang- 
ing needs of businesses competing 
in today’s new economy. 

He admitted that what the tom- 
pany hopes to achieve in the coming 
Years is a challenging and exciting 
one—adding that the 
challenge is not only in 
providing the best de- 
sign and management 


“We shall focus on key markets 
in the region such as the Philip- 
pines and build a name for ourselves 
as the consultant 

in this busines: 

Goh also enumerated three 
strengths that JTCC will bring to 
customers. 

First, JTCC will provide com- 
prehensive one-stop service, from 
technical feasibility study, master 
planning, design, engineering to on- 
site project management, 

Second, JTCC boasts of a diverse 
in-house resource base of 438 pro- 
fessionals and supporting staff, many 
of them with more than 20 years of 
experience, and backed strongly by 
an established global network. 

Third, JTCC has a superior track 


Asian experience speaks well 


services, but to do so consistently, 

“Firstly, we want to ‘consistently 
provide’ in our project deliverables. 
This means consistent quality, con- 
sistent schedules, and consistent 
cost controls,” Goh said, 

He said JTCC welcomed repeat 
customers and said it is equally 
‘committed to the long-term success 
of its clients, 

“We will constantly outdo our- 
selves and offer the best solutions 
to meet the ever-changing needs of 
today's business,” Goh stressed 

Goh also reiterated that as part 
of its business focus, JTCC would 
emphasize on its expertise in 
consultancy work for large-scale 
industrial parks and in specialized 
industrial buildings. 


record in delivering on numerous 
projects in Asia which fully demon- 
strates the company’s commitment 
to consistently meet the high stan- 
dards of global customers. 

Goh also said that the company 
looks forward to enjoying the 
challenges ahead and identified 
the twin pillars of success that 
they wanted to achieve: to deliver 
superior project designs and ser- 
vices to clients and to sustain a 
healthy and growing bottom line 
for its shareholders. 

For his part, JICP president 
Foong Kok Meng said in his ad- 
dress that along with the Philippine 
subsidiary, the company “aims to 
be a leading consultancy that offers 
its customers innovative project de- 


sign, management and related ser- 
vices for infrastructure and real 
estate developments globally.” 

JICP president Foong added that 
JICP will be fully-backed by its par- 
ent company JTCC in their local 
‘operations, be it in manpower re- 
quirements or full financial backing 
to undertake large-scale projects. 

“JICP is also keen on working 
closely with local consultants (so we 
could) share our expertise and expe- 
riences; build new capabilities and 
partnerships; and responsively un- 
dertake new projects,” Foong said. 

JTCC, formed through the merger 
of JTC Intemational’s consultancy 
arm and the Technical Services Divi- 
sion of JTC Corp., was incorporated 
on April 9, 2001 in Singapore. 


JTCi Consultants (Philippines) 
Corp. (JICP), the Manila subsid- 
iary of JTC Consultants Group 
(TCC), was launched last night at 
the Makati Shangri-La Hotel in 
Makati City with a new corporate 
identity and a new logo. The com- 
pany aims itself as a total service 
provider for all industrial and in- 
frastructure development in the 
Philippines and in the region. 

“In line with our commitment to 
the long-term business success of 
our customers, JTCC will actively 


Congratulations 
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JTCI Consultants 
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F.T. ORTIZ BUILDERS, INC. 
ENGINEERS + ARCHITECTS 
GENERAL CONSTRUCTION 
Tel. Nos. 743.6898 + 740-2808 


of future capabilities 


‘TRANSFORMING industrial landscapes 
and building large-scale industrial projects 
requires an untarnished track record. The 
success and the immensity of a company's 
previous projects measure its true worth. 

‘The accomplishments of JTCC Con- 
sultants Group (ITC) and the projects in 
which it is engaged in right now speaks 
of how much JTCC can do and how far it 
is willing to go. 

JTCC is the leading consultant for the 
development of industrial parks, commer- 


cial buildings, ready-built or high-rise fac- 
tories and even IT parks in Singapore, 

In the Philippines, the company has 
been involved in the’ conceptual master 
plan and civil engineering design for 
Carmelray Industrial Park I since 1997, 
and in the design and project manage- 
ment for six units of ready-built factories 
in Carmelray Industrial Park II since 1998. 

JTCC was also responsible for the con- 
ceptual master plan of First Clarkway 
Industrial Park in 1998, the New Cebu 
Township in 1998, and the Subic 


Congratulations 


Bay Industrial Park 1 in 1996. 
JTCC is a result of the merger of 
the technical arm of JTC Corp. and 
the international consultancy arm 
of JTC International and is involved 


JTCC is a result of the synergistic merger 
between the technical arm of JTC Corpora- 
tion, and the international consultancy arm 
of STC International, 

Since its formation in 1980, JTC 
International has built a strong reputa- 
tion in consultancy services in 
industrial park and facilities develop- 
ment in the region, JTC Corporation's 
technical services group has played a 
major role in transforming the indus- 
trial landscape in Singapore for over 
30 years. 


Services 


JTCC has complete professional 
expertise in the field of master plan- 
ning, architecture, civil and structural 
engineering, mechanical and electrical 
engineering, quantity surveying and 
project management. 


Architecture 

* Architectural design and interior 
design 

* Retrofitting and renovation of 
industrial building 

+ Archi-media and visual communica- 
tion 


Engineering 

* Land reclamation and infrastructure: 
planning 

* Civil and structural engineering 
design 

* Power reticulation design 

+ Port design, engineering and manage- 
ment 

* Mechanical and electrical engineering 
design 

Accredited checker 

+ Specialized engineering including 

clean room and process engineering 


Our full range of services includes: 


to the company of 
JTCI Consultants (Phils.) Corp. 
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Creative wallcovering & carpets 


ich 


in various aspects of planning, de- 
velopment and management of 
townships, industrial buildings and 
related infrastructure facilities. 

‘The company has complete pro- 
fessional expertise in the field of 
master planning, architecture, civil 
and structural engineering, me- 
chanical and electrical engineering, 
quantity surveying and project man- 
agement. Joel Nigos 


Quantity survey 
* Quantity surveying, cost and contracts 
administration 


Planning 

* Town planning and urban design 

* Development feasibility study 

* Strategic planning and potential 
analysis 

* Master planning and physical land use 
planning 

* Permit and approval submissions to 
authorities 


Survey 
* Topographical, hydrographic and 
reclamation surveys 


Project management 
* Project management and construction 


FACT SHEET/ B7 
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GOODRICH INTERIORS, INC. to the company of 


2310 Pasong Tamo Extension 
Makati City, Metro Manila 
Tel: 728-5757 Fax: 843-5663 
Customer Service: 867-1381 


Singapore + Malaysia + Indonesia + Thailand + Hong Kong * China 


JTCI 
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From 


Congratulations 
to the company of 
JTCI Consultants (Phils.) Corp. 


ARCHIPELAGO BUILDERS 
GENERAL CONTRACTOR 


Lic. No. 184 Category “AAA” Large “B” 


ON ITS UNVEILING THIS 
17th of July 2001 
from 


G&W ARCHITECTS 


SPECIAL PROJECTS DIVISION 
W2305-A West Tower, PSE Center, Exchange Road, 
Ortigas Center, Pasig City, Philippines, 1805 

Tel. (632) 835-5376 to 77 (632) 637-0234 to 36 
Fax. (632) 831-0698 Email: gw_spd@mindgate.net 


29 North Avenue, Diliman, Quezon City, Philippines 
Tel. Nos. 926-9056 to 58 / 926-8453 / 926-1326 / 926-7929 
Fax No. 922-4320 


Email Address: archbld @philonline.com.ph 


INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL INSTITUTIONAL 
RESIDENTIAL ROAD PROJECTS 


services 

* Turkey packaging 
Track Record 

‘TCC is the leading consultant for 
industrial park and its related infra- 
structure facilities development in the 
region, with more than 22 large-scale 
industrial projects in eight countries. 
With more than 30 years of experience 
in various aspects of planning, 
development and management of 
townships, industrial buildings and 
related infrastructure facilities, these 
projects are a proven testimony to 
STCC’s full range of services. 


ongoing) 

* Conceptual master plan of First 
Clarkway Industrial Park (1998) 

* Conceptual master plan of New 
Cebu Township (1998) 

* Conceptual master plan and 
engineering design for Subic Bay 
Industrial Park 1 (1996) 


India 

+ Architecture, project manage- 
‘ment, engineering design, quantity 
surveying for IT Tech Park Phase I, 
Bangalore 

* Conceptual master plan for 
Gurgaon Technology Park ~30 
hectares (1997-1999) 

* Conceptual design of proposed 
ready built factory and office cum 
commercial buildings for Gurgaon 


‘The Philippines 

* Conceptual master plan of 
CCarmelray Industrial Park I — 147 
hectares (1997-ongoing) 

* Civil engineering design for 
CCarmelray Industrial Park I~ 145 
hectares (1997-ongoing) 

* Design and project management 
for six units of ready-built factories in 
Carmelray Industrial Park II (1998- 


Technology Park, India (1998- 
ongoing) 

* Conceptual master plan for 
Mahindra Industrial Park, Tamil Nadu 
~ 540 hectares (1997-ongoing) 

* Architecture, project manage- 
‘ment, engineering design and quantity 


Suzhou Industrial Park (1995- 
ongoing) : 

* Design and project management 
for Earthworks (11 hectares) and Feng 
Huang Bridge 1 at Suzhou Industrial 
Park (1998-ongoing) 

+ Design and project management 


surveying for Vysya Bank, Bangalore 

+ Conceptual master plan and 
architecture for Positra, Gujerat 

‘IT Park for Compact Disc India, 
Himachal Pradesh 

* IT Corridor, Bangalore 


People’s Republic of China 

* Conceptual master plan of 
CChiwan Petroleum Supply Base, 
Sekou, Shenzhen (1984) 

* Detailed development guide plans 
for Phases 1, 2 and 3 of China- 
Singapore Suzhou Industral Park 
(1994-1996) 

* Civil and infrastructural design 
for Phase | of China-Singapore 
Suzhou Industrial Park ~ 1,100 
hectares (1993-ongoing) 

+ Architecture, engineering design 
and project management for the 240 
hectares Start Up 
Singapore Suzhou Industrial Park 
(1993-ongoing) 

* Design consultant and project 
manager for the road network in 
Districts I and If of China-Singapore 


‘Suzhou-Singapore 
International Schoo! in China- 
‘Singapore Suzhou Industral Park 
(1996-1997) 

* Turnkey consultant for additions 
and alternations of ready built factory 
for Beckman Instruments Inc, in 
Suzhou Industrial Park (1998) 

* Infrastructure and engineering 
plan for Yuan Hong Industrial Park at 
Fuging, Fujiang Province ~ 1,000 
hectares (Phase 1) (1993-ongoing) 

* Project management of two 19- 
storey tower blocks for Chongqing 
Yugao Plaza, in Yugao Chongqing Hi- 
Tech Industrial Zone (1999) 


+ Project management and factory 
construction for Baxter Healthcare in 
China-Singapore Suzhou Industrial 
Park (1996-1998) 


industrial township at Kota Kinabalu, 
‘Sabah ~ 3,680 hectares (1995-1996) 


Thailand 

+ Conceptual master plan for Thai- 
Singapore 21 Industrial Estate — 1,547 
hectares (1997-ongoing) 


Vietnam 
+ Detailed guide plan for Phase 1 — 
‘Vietnam-Singapore İndustrial Park in 
Song Be Province ~ 500 hectares (1996) 
* Design consultant for the civil 
and infrastructure works in Vietnam- 
Singapore Industrial Park, Song Be 
Province ~ 134 hectares (Phase 1) 
(1995-1996) 


Yemen 5 

* Master planning and feasibility 
study of the Aden Industrial and 
‘Warehousing Estate in Aden, Yemen 
(1999-ongoing) 


Singapore 
JTCC has more than three 
decades of experience in transform- 
ing the industrial landscape and 
facilities of Singapore, and has 
continued to build upon the group's 
‘core competence in developing 
premier grade industrial infrastruc- 
ture. JTCC is the principal developer 
and manager of more than 33 
industrial estates in Singapore, 
including Jurong Industrial Estate, 
with an area of over 7,000 hectares. 


Indonesia 

* Conceptual master plan and 
detailed development guide plan of 
Cilegon Industrial Estate — 1,885 
hectares (1997) 

* Infrastructure works for Tanjung 
Bunga Resort (Start-Up Area) at 
Ujung Pandang, South Sulawesi — 200 
hectares (1996-ongoing) 


Malaysia 
* Conceptual master plan of 
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The Office Environment 


ICON INTERIORS INC. 


26F Tower II, the Enterprise Center 
Ayala Ave., corner Paseo de Roxas 
‘Makati City, the Philippines 
‘Tel. 632-886-5179 to 82 Fax: 632-886-5183 


Congratulations to 


JTCi Consultants 
(Philippines) Corporation 


MANAGEMENT SERVICES PTE. LTD 


General Consultant for Subic Bay Industrial Park Development 
pur ATASAN Fax MANATEE MI Tana habip aispa 
(St Ott isn Drv Sotte ay Pept Zane” 
Ts) ASSAF (OWSA lI Ooep cs 


Ply gy TYCO DEVELOPMENT CORP. (SUBIC) 
94 ABBE Pritepine Orto Bricin Dene, SBP, hase 1, SFZ 
Met (03-47) 252-1418, (63.47252 = 1420 -22 Fax (63-47)252 - 
1419 
“Tobe Offer. SF No, 148 Sung Ching Rd., Tae Talman 


and 
' SBDMC, INC. 


Developer and Administrator of the Subic Bay 
Industrial Park 
Administration Building, Argonaut cor. Rizal Highways, 
Subic Bay Industrial Park 
‘Telephone Nos. (63-47) 252-3456/ (63-2) 894-1546 Fax 
No. (63-47) 252-6401 
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LFC M&E PHILS. INC. 


No. 146- UG 35, Alfaro Place 
Alfaro Street, Salcedo Village 
Makati City, Philippines 


Branch Office: No. 1407 Petrona 1 Compound 
Angono Sirs comer Ose Sts 

Maka City, Philipines 

“Tele, 896-1618/896-1636 

Fax (632) 8961550 

Email: ephils@puorti.neLph 


We offer: Mechanical and Electrical Contractor 
Supplier and Installer 
Supplier of Busbar Trunking Systems 
Supplies Tap Off Unit 
Supplier of (F&G) RCCB 
Residual Current Circuit Breaker 
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Civil Engineers * Builders 
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OBAYASH! PHILIPPITES, 


OBAYASHI PHILIPPINES CORPORATION 
Unit 606, 6th Floor, Globe Telecom Plaza, Pioneer Highlands Condomi 
Pioneer corner Madison Streets, Mandaluyong City 
Phone Nos.: 687-7108 * 687-7136 * 687-4290 to 93 
Fax Nos. 687-7110 
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TAIKISHA PHILIPPINES, INC. 


Air Conditioning and Cleanroom Systems 
Second floor, Urban Building, 405 Sen. Gil Puyat Ave., Makati City 
Tel. No, 896-3716 Fax Nos. 896-3622 / 3603 
Email Address: tpi_mklg@meridiantelekoms.com 


“Cleanroom Technology 
AT ITS BEST” 
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Condo nr DLSU 0917-7141978 
MANDALUYONG 


nr Shangrila 4BR 278 
438-0922°0919-8617534 


Pioneer Highlands - Studio 
Unit 43sqm 815-0298 


ORTIGAS CNTR 88m 18R 
207 Semi-turn 412-1625 


Oris 
aoa 


Cr Pare Royale 
9 CP 0519-4037225 


Renaissance 2000 Brand New 
FE wing Call 6582115716 


Verde 638A PAST 723-2381 


288 W Parking Front Ateneo 
POTo. 633-T60103 


AESENCY P. HOUSE BHEVEL 
PACIFIC P FORT TEL S1S-S177 


(lls 388 FFor P3OT: 18R Far 
(NE PAST Call 723-2351 


Tittany Mansion 28A 25T 
Tt. FE No Pg 815-0298 


12meter (tront) x 26meter 
along Paso de Blas 
Valenzuela 2826937 Nely 


Mong mia. 
oom Ca 


East Rd. 
6582115716 


alley. Golf Rd. 
Call 658-2115716 


Lats, Aing 
KER 


Taipan Ole 128m 160m" 
Nice Unit 6812457 4121825 


Mina 1933884147313776 


FINANCING-EASY FAST VERY 
PRIVATE CONVENIENT Ht. 
Business Personal Gigle/Ali 
8803461 loc. 25/23 


“12090 DENTALHOUSE (5h Fx) 
WOKE, Fite CALL 81-4298 


295sqm Grd Fir - Ortigas 
Improved wezz 815-0298 


‘som 7osom MEGAPLZA 
ORTIGAS CALL 015-4298 


SFLOORS CONTL APT 3612863 


(402. S0S0M Ortigas 
ISUSOM WiAircon Cali 816-0298 


BNBSSOM Shaw BLVD 
2505M TEL. PACKAGE 815-1298 


aamanoanossom 
‘SHAW BLVD-ORTIGAS 815-0298 


MegaPiaza-origas, 28-708am 
Sisam 815-0298 


OFF AVENIDA WR RAON BLOG 
BUSS OST TEL 7356518 


Tower rigas 
150S0M87SON Cal 818-0298 
Prestige Tower-Ortigas 60- 
150Sqm 815-0298 


Salcedo Makati 100sam 
25Tima. Wipkg Tel 815-0298 


Shaw Bivd-Ortigas 80-100 
Sqm 380Sqm 815-0298 


OPTICAL, DRY GOODS, 
and TIANGGE 
Noses a Sretenom 
One Mercedes Plaza 
quince ave. Ca menceDeS 
paap tan 


#6404121-6438141 


| FASTFOOD (P15T FIRATE) 


TRANSPORTATION 
FOR SALE 


"39 onta Sk i, Setup. 161kms 
18 Mags, Sats, Cali 825-8018 


94 GRACE 2107 360-9528 
98 BESTA 2807 360-9523 
98 GRACE 280T 360-9523 


98 BESTA 2407 360-9523 
96 PREGIO P345T 3609523 


Besta P2407 Neg. 
671-3535 « 733-2507 
Cell. 0917-8472716 


"BS M. BENZ ETE AT 2-886, 
‘98 MB1000 3957 3609523 


"95 Lancer GLI P210T 532-3935 


L300 Am Van 
5313366 * 


2507 
5315538 


S VANETTE 4407 Tel. 61-3588 
TovOTA £ 


96 Toyota XL (Red)tilleage 
BSTKM 2207 534-6610 Jojo 


9TMaharlica Sunit 9seater 
44030 P150 Call 646-7687 


VANPICK-UP 


2000 isuzu Or 


SWnir 
P1507 Vic 8903461 Loc 27 


FEE EGA Bon - 
n W fi 
@ an 


NEW & JAPAN SURPLUS 
GUARANTEED SERVICE 
upeenvout se west AV- GG 
Hie Mind. Aver GO 8201798 


JE MULTI CARS 


Brand New imported CARS 


3456-SUV 
Call 0917-3375028 
0917-5020486 


Pis 


ELECTRONIC 
INDUSTRIAL EQUIP 


ELECTRONIC & 
INDUSTRIAL EQUIP 


GENERATOR FOR SALE 


‘ONE (1) UNT- BRAND NEW PERKINS DIESEL 
ELECTRIC GENERATOR SET RATED 404.5 KW 
(608 KVA) STANDBY OUTPUT AT 08 PF. THAEE 
(3) PHASE, 220 VOLTS, 60 HZ. 1800 RPM 
DRIVEN BY A RADIATOR COOLED PERKINS 
DIESEL ENGINE MODEL 3008TAG2A, EIGHT (8) 
CYLINDERS, VEE TYPE, TURBOCHARGED, 
DIRECTLY COUPLED TO A NEWAGE 
STAMFORD BRUSHLESS ALTERNATOR, 
COMPLETE WITH STANDARD ACCESSORIES! 


ONE (1) UNIT - AUTOMATIC TRANSFER SWITCH 
(ATS), 1600 AMP. THREE (3) PHASE, 220 
VOLTS, COMPLETE WITH PROGRAMMABLE 
ELECTRONIC PLATE, CONTROL 
INSTRUMENTATION, CONTROL AND 
PROTECTION ELECTRICITY GENERATORS, 
MAGNETOTHERMIC SWITCH 3-POLE. 


PLEASE INQUIRE OR CALL AT TEL. NOS. 751- 
"7862 OR 63 LOOK FOR MS. SALLY. 


L3sCarse 9273453 4538295 


Starex 1300 Coaster Bus 
Cars 637-7396 + 631-3496 


TAR VANS 413-5383 
Bnew 1300 8254056 TO 
ean SSIES 
Tarsan oA 
ion T atono 7 741956 
100 wv (Rone 676-817 
Sar 00vinceB400595 


SELF-DRIVE 
Men CARSVANS-ALL BRANDS 
ABC 5368822/3039789 


STAREX La 912180977266388 
UDrive Carsvans 8006595 


Drive widrivr Cars/L300/ 
MB/4x4/Bus 8908667-69 


1. Fast Car Loan 26782004 
2% w/o taking car 3670169 
2e wio taking car 7262780 
2% waking Car 7221021 
Z wisTaking Car 3732083 
2% waking Car 3648928 


Dog Training-Trains ur dog 
N oll-eash 100%eguaranleed 
'929-0342-0917-3905551 


Biliard Table Marble Top Accept 
(ard 20 25T & 0T 781-9453 


BTabie Bnew w/accessories 
*8020566/8014494~ 


Imported Biliard 22T, 35T 
comple acs. B6181 fo 
7 8613123 / 8613125 


STRIKEMASTER 
Bowling & Billiards 
Sales & Rentals T-8341569 


JANTED TO BUY 


B/SELL EDUC PLAN 7137284 


BUYING ROLEX 
sihers, High, Price CASH 
CALL” 09178142309/7200667 


Buy/Pawn Diamonds 18342885 
Buy / Seil / Pawn / Repair 


ROLEX 
Telt 804-0484 » 534-2886 


WE BUY ROLEX 


(5633742 5846503 09174383744 


WE BUY 


GOLD 
HIGHEST PRICE 
8390002 
„8390004 


FROZEN TUNA 7151193 


trap LogoPin 656-8605 


PUBLIC 
NOTICES 


Taylor Soft Ice Cream Mik 
Shake Machines New Miss: 
ing Parts Call 913-8504 
Look for Tess 


= sain stoonnrrrszeare 
EMPLOYMENT ‘Travel Oppor / Eam from 
OPPORTUNITIES — Home 831008 5252230 
Hite TO 


Travel Opportunity/Work, trom 

Home 6310618 09195833300 

Blow Moulding Operator _Globe/Smart -13.5% 726-3860 

35 yrs oid & below win ————— 
experience (German 


Golden Chance Awaits 
Equipment) 2926937 Nelly 


Ladies 28yrs up call Asap 
Iris 0917-4632001 
Exp. Taxi Driver 635-3503 Lotus 0917-9845171 
| need Medicines Hospital 
Supplies | & Equipt Any 
Quantity 4175967 Kristine 
In'VOrd, Cook 3037358714 


RTW 4 Tiange Bazar 3738821 


Work From Home 8937903 


ACCOUNTANTS 


25 years old and below 
CPA a pus 
Very competitive salary 
Female candidates oniy 
Pasig ofice 


lease send he following 
a 


PUBUC 
NOTICES 


LEGAL NOTICE 


Notice is given, thatthe 
estate of the late WILFRIDO 

SALVADOR was extraju- 
dicially settled by the Hers 
as per Doc. #371 Paget75 
Books series of 2001 by 
Not, Pub. Lic, Rhoderick 


De La Paz PDl-July 4, 11 & 
Resumé pets es 


Copy of CPA Licensure 
Exam Resul (I CPA) 
212 Proto 

One page essay about 
yourself 

Contact address and 
phone number 


ACCTG./BKPNG/SEC/DTI 
Sves. ` Call 2936390 


Sprint Business 
Network 

BOX #888 

Quad 3, Ayala Center, 
Makati 

Metro Mania 


Notice is hereby given that 
the estate of the late Philip 
T. Duyongea has been 
praudroaly sented by hie 
heirs on March 16, 2001 
under Doc.#B1; Paget: 
Book#266; Series of 2001 
bef, Not, Public Atiy. Lucila 
Lawas-Yutok of Pasig Cily 
(Oru 4, 11 & 18, 2001) 


Notice is hereby given that 
the estate of the deceased 
VIDAL DE VERA ANGELES 
was settled extraucicilly by 
his heirs betore Notary 
Public Jose ©. Reyes under 
Doc, No. 229, Page No, 20, 
Book No. Vil, Series of 2000 
(Pray 18,25 & Aug.1,2001) 


PRAYER TO ST. JOSEPH 
Oh, St. Joseph, whose pro- 
lection is so greal, so strong, 
0 prompt balore the throne 
of God. Í place in you all my 
interesi and desires. Oh, St 
Joseph, do assist me by your 
ower intercession, and ob- 
fain for me from your divine 
son all spiritual biessings, 
through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord So ihat, having engaged 
here below your heavenly 
power, I may oller my thanks- 
‘giving and homage to the most 
faving o fathers. On, St. Jo- 
Seph, | never weary conim- 
plating you, and Jesus asleep 
Ín your arms: | dare not ap- 
proach wfle He reposes near 
Your heart, Press Him in my 
name and kiss His lino head 
for me and ask Him to ratum + 
the Kiss when | draw my dy- © 
ing breath St. Joseph, Patron 
‘of deparing souls = Pray for 
me. 
This prayer was found In the > 
ar of Our Lord and * 
‘Saviour Jesus Ghrist. In 1505 > 
it was sont from the Pope io 
Emperor Charles when he was 
going inio battle. Whoever = 
Shall read this payer or hear * 
Hor keep it about ihemsaves, 
shall never die a sudden 
death, or be drowned, nor * 
Shall poison take allect on ° 
‘ham; nether shall they fal > 
ino the hands ofthe enemy, + 
or shal be burned in any ire ~ 
fr shall be overpowered In * 
banie. 
Say for nine mornings lor any- 
thing you may desire. N has 
nover been known to fail so 
be sure you realy want what 
youask 


CARE GIVER Ts280722 


eDirect Hire Ote Statte 
‘9154470 Start ASAP Ms. Fe 


HAIRDRESSER 
BEAUTICIAN 
MANICURIST 
Young Receptionist 
CALL 895-6031 L201 


HIRING OFF. STAFF look 4 
Ms, Anderson #5228647 


EN 


(PICTURES. NGI BIRTH CERT. & 
PREV EMPLOYMENT CERT” IF 
‘AVAILABLE FROM 30-830 AM 


SLady Stay in 656-4921 


Ballroom / DJ 641-7760/61 


URGNT OFF STAFF COLL GRAD. 
LV CALL RNA 7482888, 


Booking) Ex-Truck Agents 
(ior M.M, & Prov. 

dm Fl Ae” Stall 

Sales/Brang/Prod Manager 

Aest Gon Manager 

Prod Managor (w exp In 

{ood/ can process) 

Food Tech (specialized in 

food sauce/ jam jeliy/ 

nery aria satarak) 

Etcoerampater Pe 

Exeulve Se 

Deilvery Drivers/ Helpers 

Industral Mechanie 

Eiecirieian! 

tater 

opiate we. 
rear 

Eooawor Mig: Corp. 

252 in Ave (eas Ka 

Sehween' AMi 10 12 NOON 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


CLASSIFIEDS 


)NESDAY, JULY 18, 200 I 39 | 


NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 


% 


> 


| 
` 


as 1m ip Ar “ 


Notice is hereby given that ROSITA DE GUZMAN whose 
picture appears above has a warrant of arrest issued on June 11, 
2001 by the RTC-PARANAQUE CITY (Branch 257) in the 
criminal case entitled “PEOPLE OF THE PHILIPPINES versus 
ROSITA DE GUZMAN” docketed as Criminal Case No. 01- 
0597 for Qualified Theft. 

METROLAB INDUSTRIES INC. c/o SARA LEE PHILIPPINES 
INC. (Lot2C Dona Irenea St., Ireneville | Subd., Sucat, Parafiaque 
City, Tel, No. 826-00-95) which is the complaining party in the 
aforementioned case shall GIVE REWARD for any information 
that will lead to her arrest. 
Please direct calis to Atty. DANIEL KENDRICK 
TUMANGAN or in his absence to Ms. MARIBEL ROQUE at 
| Telephone No. 848-0114. 


Republic of the Philippines 
SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM 
ast iran Cuan Cay 
anes ES S20 a01 esa ses 
mat sonante an pn- Wen saa hapessa gorph 
‘Vt the SSS webstie tor Bia invasione 


INVITATION TO BID 


UPS FOR VARIOUS SSS BRANCHES 


The SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM is inviting bidders/suppliors to pre- 
‘quality and to bid for the supply, installation and commissioning including 
ther related works of the folowing Uninterruptible Power Supply (UPS) 
equipment Intended for SSS Branches located nationwide: 


Va 


25 KVA - 1 set 
15 KVA . Ssets 

j : 

72 KVA : Beats 

10 KVA : 4seis 

B KVA : 24 sets 

5 KVA : 27 sais 

3 KVA : 44 sois 

* Input Power Factor 0.95 minimum 

* Output Power Factor 0.70 minimum 

Prospective bidders should be an excluslevauthorized dealer/supplier of 
wall known brand of UPS equipment with at least five (5) years of existence in 

o the Philippines, with UPS instalation similar to the requirement, and has 
‘adequate technical and suppor facies for after sales service. Prospective 
bidders carried brand of UPS equipment shall be ISO Registered, UL Listed! 
CEAIS Cortied. 

List of pre-quaifcation requirements must be obtained from the PBAC 
Secretariat, 6th Floor, SSS Main Building, East Avenue, Oilman, Quezon 
City with telephone numbers 922-2991. end 920-6401 local 2379/2380. The 
deadine of submission of pre-quaification documents is on 07 August 2001, 
at the same address. 

‘The SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM reserves the right to reject any or al bids 
without offering any reason, to waive any formally or technically, and to award 
to any bidder whose Ts deemed most advantageous to the System. 
‘The SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM nelther assumes any cbigation for any loss 
whatsoever that may be incurred by the bidders in the preparation of thelr 
respective bids, nor does the System guarantee that an award wil be made. 

(Sod) HORACIO T. TEMPLO 
‘Executive Vice-President 
& Chairman, Pre-quaiiteation, 


5 Bidding & Award Commities 


INQUIRER CLASSIFIEDS 


Aurora branch is now open to serve 
your Classified Ads requirements. 
For inquiries, please call 


l 


MOVIMONDO- ays implementing a project tunded by 
the European Commission Humanitarian Aig Oflee 


PROJECT N°ECHOIPHL/210/2000/002001 


INVITATION TO BID FOR 


-~ Agricultural inputs 
Implements 


Tra tangar dossier is avaiable tor colection a folowing 
a accross 
'MOVIMONDO. P.O. Sox # 13117 
(GSiS Post Offce, Carmen 8000 Cagayan de Oro 


421-1420 or 421-0343. cise” wanes 


as 


g 


8500173: E-mail movit Gagan webing com 


DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION OF TENDERS 


August 10.2001 at 12.00 am. Any tender received 
sar ris dadine wi not be considered. 


For purpose ol securing a copy o icing requiremenss, 
(lease wras us ao address MOVIMONDO Field Ofica 
Beacon. Baccos, Laras oui None: 9205 Prippnes: 
Erat: martia scan menina com 


(Sod) ENRICO CAMPIGLIA 
Manager 


4a eae 


FARMER'S 
PLAZA 


|asrnoooue) | 


LUISITO YATCO 
Actas, Band. Wcadace Voge 
Can, Stan Lagra 
‘The public is notified that the person appearing in 
the picture has been terminated for cause and is no 
longer connected wih Prudential Lle Plans Inc. in 

any capacity whatsoever elective July 5, 2001. 
Any transaction made and entered into with this 
person afier said date wil not be honored by the 
company. 


For your Classified Ads 
requirements, call our 
Classifieds Advertising Hotlines: 


HEAD OFFICE 
897-8808 loc. 514, 516 
899-4425, 897-2535 
897-8425 (Telefax) 
CUBAO 


421-0343 (Aurora) 
912-9008 to 11 (Ali Mall) 


MAKATI 
892-5578, 811-4361 
811-4370 
KALAW 
528-0213, 527-3342 


MEGAMALL 
635-0219, 635-0220 


Pot Jy 18.2001) 


INQUIRER 
RiViA 


By BONG BARRAMEDA 


Atlas 
Q. Wry is a book of map called an alas? 


A, In Greek mythology, Atlas was one of the Titans, a race of giant gods 
‘who defied the gods of Olympus. As punishment for his part in the attempt 
to overthrow the chief god Zeus, he was condemned to support the heavens 
on his shoulders for the rest of his life, The word atlas came to be used to 
refer to a book of maps after a drawing of Atlas was included in the title- 
page of acolletion of maps published in the 26th century by the Dutch map- 
making pioneer Gerardus Mercator. 


For the Record. what do you suppose is the Earth's longest 
‘mountain rango? The Himalayas? The Andes? The Rocky Mountains? Actually, 
the longest mountain range on the planet is underwater. Known as the Mi 
‘Ocean Ridge, this chain of huge volcanic peaks extend 64,400 km (40,000 mi) 
from the Arctic Ocean to the Atlantic Ocean, around Africa, Asin and 
Australia, and under the Pacific Ocean to the west coast of North America. The 
‘Andes of South America, the world's longest land mountain range, is only about 
7,500 km (4,700 mi) in length. 


Past Forward. ‘wis day in 1877: The great American inventor 
‘Thomas Alva Edison recorded the human voice — his own voice ~ for the first 
time at his laboratory in Menlo Park, New Jersey. Edison, 30 cranked a tinfoil- 
Wrapped cylinder against «needle and squawked in his fiat, high-pitched voice, 
“Mary had a little lamb, Its fleece was white as now.” When he reeranked the 
needle over the grooves scratched in the tinfoil and heard his voice played back 
to him, the phonograph was bor 


Boses : from the Spanish voz (plural voces), “voice.” 


Por day 203 


NURSES 


(CGFNS passers and non-CGFNS) 


A chance of a lifetime opportunity! A US based company invites you 
to work in the USA under immigrant visa. Bring your family with you. 
Salary and package benefit offered by our client hospital is one of 
the best in the industry. 


Mail your application or personally visit us @ BreOn America, Rm 
2409, Cityland 10, Tower 2, H.V. dela Costa St., Ayala Avenue North, 
Makati City 1226. Tel. No: 613-0958; Telefax: 667-3065; Text: (0917) 
992-2521 or E-mail addresses: 


breon_phils@breonamerica.ph 
nelson@breonamerica.ph 
We are not a recruitment agency 


THAILAND CAMPUS 


Gemological Institute of America 
Learn about Gems and Jewelry 


From the world’s foremost authority in gemology 
70 year history of excellence in education 
‘over 300,000 students worldwide 


The GIA Graduate Gemologist Diploma; 
the most recognized gemological credential 


Next G.G. Program starts September 10, 2001 


GIA Thailand Campus 


Tel: (662) 237-9575 to77 Fax: (662) 236-9829 
giathai @ksc15.th.com www.giathailand.com 


3 
RFM 


conroaamon 


NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Annual Meeting of the Stockholders of 
RFM CORPORATION will be held at the Audtorium, RFM Corporate Centra, 
Pioneer comer Sheridan Sts., Mandaluyong City on 8 August 2001 at 9:00 AM. 


Stockholders of record as of 7 June 2001 shall be entitled to vote at 
this meeting. 


‘This Notice is hereby given pursuant to the By-laws of the Corporation. 


(Sgd.) CRISTINA D. REYES 
Asst. Corporate Secretary 
AGENDA o, 


(CERTIFICATION ON THE PRESENCE OF AQUORUM. 

j. APPROVAL OF THE PREVIOUS MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING 
PRESIDENT'S ANNUAL REPORT AND FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
RATIFICATION OF THE ACTS OF MANAGEMENT AND THE 
DIRECTORS OF THE CORPORATION 
ELECTIONOF DIRECTORS 
APPOINTMENT OF AUDITOR 
MORTGAGE OF ASSETS 

RENEWAL OF MANAGEMENT SERVICES AGREEMENT 
OTHERMATTERS 
ADJOURNMENT 


Eere 


THE EVALUATION COMMITTEE 
National Steel Corporation 


NOTICE OF INVITATION FOR SUBMISSION OF 
PROPOSALS FOR THE LEASE OF THE 
NATIONAL STEEL CORPORATION ILIGAN PLANT 


Sealed applications for offers for the lease of the ligan Stee! Plant of the 
National Steel Corporation shall be received atthe Office of the Secretary, 
Department of Trade and Industry, Industry and Investments Building, 385 
Sen. GIJ. Puyat Avenue, Makati City on September 21, 2001 no ter than 
2:00 PM. For purposes thereof, the offer forms and guidelines shal, upon 
payment of a non-refundable registration fee of FORTY THOUSAND PESOS 
(P40,000.00), be available at National Stee! Corporation, Unit 2701, 88 
Corporate Center, comer Sedefio and Valero Streets, Salcedo Vilage, Makati 
City, with telephone numbers 752-4494 and 752-4497 starting from July 23, 
2001. 


Apre-offer conference shall be held on August 15, 2001 at 9:00 AM at the 
Industry and Investments Building, Makati City, All clarifications and inquiries 
‘onthe Pre-quaifications and Tender Documents shall be made during the 
said pre-ofier conference. 


Offers mustbe accompanied by a proposal bond in an amount set outin the 
Tender Documents, The proposal bond shall be valid for a period of one 
hundred eighty (180) calendar days from the opening of Offers. 


‘The Evaluation Committee reserves the right to reject any or all Offers, orto 
waive any informalities inthe Offers received, or to pre-qualify Offrors, and! 
cr accept Ors fortha lease ofthe Nigan Steel Pant, whlch s (ara) complying 
and most advantageous tothe National Steel Corporation. 

Al communications must be addressed to: 


Evaluation Committee 

National Steel Corporation 

clo Office of the Secretary 
Department of Trade and industry 
Industry and Investments Bullding 
385 Sen, Gil Puyat Avenue 

Makati City 


(Sod) DANILO L. CONCEPCION (Sgd.) GREGORY L. DOMINGO 
Member, Evaluation Committee Member, Evaluation Committee 
Por- day 10.425, 2001) 


WORD WATCH 


better jobs. 


Your connection to 
better people, 


‘wow jobmarketonline com, 
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HILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Crassinen ADVERTISING DIVISION 


fnar 


Ta Me Son 


=E OBITUARIES 


unnrn eme gee 
‘Eisilederen main damegsingurercon.sh 


RATE 
P230 per column centimeter 
KAN prises exe of VAT) 


DEADLINE 

for reservations / cancellations / corrections 
Monday to Sunday 

12:00 noon 

Day before publication 


Augusto Marquez Zaballero 


Died peacefully in the Grace of our Lord 
on July 16, 2001 at the age of 70. 


He is survived by his wife Phyllis; children Alec, David, 
and Guido; mother-in-law Fely P. del Rosario; sisters Nena 
Z. Reyes and Nani Z. Luna; sisters-in-law Frine A. 
Zaballero, Nena F. Zaballero and Clarita Z. Zaballero; 
brothers-in-law Manuel V. Reyes and Fred A. Francisco; 
nephews and nieces. 


His remains lie in state at Christ the King Parish Church, 
Greenmeadows, Pasig, where the Funeral Mass will be 
celebrated on Saturday, July 21, 2001 at 3:00 o'clock in the 
afternoon. 


tam 


An obituary with a picture can be a 
the way, 


Sitting tribute to your departed loved one. the truth 
Always caring:. INQUIRER OBITUARIES and the 


DEATH ANNOUNCEMENT + MESSAGE OF THANKS | 
DEATH ANNIVERSARY + REQUIEMS + FREE OBIT DESIGN | 


For the needs of your departed Loved Ones the following establishments con help yon- 


126. Anne Are Sen E NON HST 


oe Setar 


eats a ea EN ari asi | 


(a 


mra a ES SASE aa ia 
— Soe 
cnt EE nce 
seo PERE ena 
100 ne A ERE a rane 
Ss aio asi 
nina ata ee” 
‘ane St, Dagupan Gi Tas, 073315 S908 315 S(O) 348-7191 


con nag ea HR MME cy ce ee 
SEGUENS aiden PT, 
‘Sea oe eral 
 Magatanos Vau ann plat 2a 
e180 Tamm ee ia hast 
a nea weer so, 


rossana 


| 
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y ROMAN BOMASANG ^ 


Peacefully joined his Creator on July 16, 2001 


His loving wife Paula Adela (t); children’ 
Rufino and Madelene, Rosari 
and Estrella and Angel; and his twenty 
and sixteen great grandchildren request friends and relatives 
to pray for the eternal repose of his soul. 


His remains lie in state at the family residence in Besao, 


Interment to be announced. 


In lieu of flowers, donations will be accepted to help set- 
up an educational foundation for underprivileged, indigenous 
children in the Cordilleras. 


“In my father’s house are many rooms 


I am going there to prepare a place for you 


That you may also be where I am.” 
John 14: 


Samara, Billy, Patricia; Reffy and 


I will come back and take you to be with me 
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MARIO “MAO” P CHANCO 


WRITER, COLUMNIST, MANILA BULLETIN, DAILY STAR, EVENING 
POST, FREE PRESS, MALAYA, BUSINESS WORLD, MANILA TIMES, 
MANILA STANDARD, TIMES JOURNAL, WE FORUM; 
ENVIRONMENTALIST, FOUNDER - EARTHMAN SOCIETY 


peacefully joined our Lord on July 17, 2001 
at the age of 79. 


His bereaved wife, Leonor A. Chanco; children Felicia and Bobby Evangelista, 
Mawie and Tess, Louie and Arlene, Ying and Luchie; sister Chung; grandchildren 

iona, Jules, Joey, Anton, Tessa; Anna, 
Melanie, Luigi, Marga, Rammy; Rina and Miguel; relatives and friends request 
the pious readers to pray for the eternal repose of his soul. 


His remains lie in state at Chapel A-1, La Funeraria Paz, Quezon City. 


He will be laid to rest at the Manila Memorial Park, Sucat, Parañaque, on Saturday, 


July 21, 2001 after the 2:00 p.m. Mass. 


of Besao, Mt. Province 


at the age of 92. 


and Pedro, 
, Caridad and Teresde (+), 
four grandchildren 
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RODELIO G. SALVADOR 


Joined his Creator on Friday, July 13, 2001 at the age of 58. 


His wife Angelita; children Allan and Rosette, Jennie, 
Rodelio Jr, Teresa and Ismael; and granddaughter Kikay request 
relatives and friends to pray for the eternal repose of his soul. 
His remains lie in state at Guzman Memorial Chapel, #343 
Dr. JP Rizal Street, Sto. Niño, Marikina City. 
Interment will be on Saturday, July 21, 2001 at the Loyola 
Memorial Park, Marikina. 


“Dede”. 
of Marikina City 


President 
Ismael Bus Line, Inc. 


RIES B. ESPINOSA, Assistant 
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RUSTAN'S GOLDEN TOURNEY 


Rustan's group of companies chair Ambassador Bienvenido R. Tantoco Sr. signs the letter of 
‘agreement that formally launches the Rustan's 50" Anniversary National Table Tennis Championship 
‘come Dec. 15 to 20. This sporting event caps Rustan's golden anniversary celebration and gathers 
the best table tennis teams and individuals in the country. Seated with Ambassador Tantoco are 
({rom le) Victor U. Valbuena, Philippine Table Tennis president, and Rufino S. Go, Tatap president. 
Standing (from left) are John V. Gay, project consultant; Buddy Lopa, program consultant; Robin 
Bernabe, Events Circuit president; and Dante Boquiren, Tatap executive secretary. 


ap 


SINGAPORE SCHOLARSHIP TO FILIPINO STUDENTS 

‘The Singapore Government has awarded the Singapore Scholarship to ten outstanding Fil 
students. The awards amountto some P35 million. Singapore's Ambassador tothe Philippines Jacky 
Foo recently awarded the Singapore Scholarship to eight Filipino students, Gerard Paul M. Leyson, 
KirkOng L. Khu, Pamela Cristine A. Almeda, Gelo Noel M. Tabia, Nestor Amadeo C. Precioso, Joline 
Ann V. Uichanco, Ferron F. Ocampo and Derek C. Yao at an award ceremony at the Department of 
Foreign Affairs. Shownare Vice Presidentand Foreign Secretary Teofisto Guingona, Jr. and Singapore 
Ambassador to the Philippines Jacky Foo with the eight Singapore scholars 
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Redefining bingo with TED 


‘THERE is now a new bingo gadget which may eventually 
replace the old paper card system and is bound to “ex- 
cite” bingo aficionados across the country. This was 
according to Mega Gaming Systems, Inc. The company 
is set to launch TED — a sleek, state-of-the-art and revo- 
lutionary bingo gadget—today, July 18, at the Go Go 
Bingo Hall in Ever Gostesco Mall-Cainta. Exclusively 
manufactured by US-based GameTech International and 
distributed locally by Mega Gaming Systems, TED is set 
to stir the local bingo playing arena. At first glance, TED 
— which measures 5” x 10” x 2.5” and weighs just over a 
pound — seems intimidating. Resembling a larger version 
of a calculator, TED has a clear monitor and a numerical 
keypad. For big-time bingo players, TED actually allows 
a person to have as many as 400 cards all at the same 
time. This capability provides the player with the oppor- 
tunity to play more and win more. Aside from Ever-Cainta, 
the TED will be available soon at Ever-Commonwealth 
and Grand Central in Caloocan City. The TED is also 
currently being used by avid bingo players at the Bingo 
Bonanza and Robinsons Galleria Mall in Ortigas. 


Bankard sponsors Apo Hiking 
Society concert 


BANKARD Inc. teams up with Star Concerts to bring 
quality live performance to the public today, July 18 at 
the new Onstage Greenbelt in Makati, in a concert by the 
country’s leading veteran performers-cum-all-around en- 
tertainers - the Apo Hiking Society. Tickets to the concert 
are available at all TicketWorld outlets: major branches 
of National Book Store, Robinson's Department Store 
(customer service section) in Malate and Galleria, Tower 
nd Alabang, Music Museum and the 

nge from 
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Ateneo symposium 


FORMER President Corazon Aquino 

is the keynote speaker at the 7th Inema- 

tional Symposium on the Contributions of 

Psychology to Peace being held at the Ateneo 

de Manila University July 17 to 21. Hosted by the Ateneo 
Department of Psychology and the Ateneo Center for Social 
Policy and Public Affairs, the symposium will include 40 
invited peace psychologists from different parts of the world. 
This symposium is held every other year, under the auspices 
of the Committee for the Psychological Study of Peace, of 
the International Union of Psychological Science. It will be 
the first of its kin in Asia, Call the Ateneo Department of 
Psychology 426-5905, 426-6001 loc. 5261/5262 and look 
for Lala (9-12 noon only) or e-mail flyhigh@ pacific.net.ph. 


Nutrition Review 


NUTRITIONIST Dietitians Association 
of the Philippines Foundation 
Reviewee 2000 Babylyn D. Cayabyab 
topped the board exams in Nutrition 
and is now working full-time at the 
Food and Nutrition Research Institute 


CAYABYAB as science research specialist. 


PMA marketing seminar 


IN ITS COMMITMENT to continuously help marketing 
practitioners advance their marketing know-how and skills, 
the Philippine Marketing Association (PMA) has an ongoing 
“Consumer Analysis and Marketing Research Seminar” on 
July 17, 18 and 20, 1 p.m. 10 6 p.m., at Acceed Asian 
Institute of Management (AIM), Makati City. The seminar 
features lectures, open forum and in-depth interviews that 
will thoroughly discuss significant topics on consumer be- 
havior, product studies, marketing analyses, customer 
satisfaction studies, and other issues of vital interest to mar- 
eters. For more information, call the PMA Secretariat at 
893-7127, 892-3144 and 8923261 (telefax) or email 
pana philenline eon 
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‘To stay or not to stay’ is programmer’s dilemma 


By Trta DATU PUANGCO 


1AM a 24-year-old software program- 
mer. [am quite content with the chal- 
lenges and learning opportunities in 
my current work. I have good friends 
at work and 1 generally enjoy life 
‘with my family. However, the events 
in the past months in the country 
(dirty elections, Abu Sayyaf, kidnap- 
pings, etc.) have started to bother me. 
Since there are many chances in my 
field to work overseas, I wonder 
whether I am better off working 
abroad. One side of me wants to con- 
tribute my talent to our country but 
the other part of me is urging me to 
think of the future and work abroad. 
Please give me advice. 

Bewildered Programmer 


1 am sure a lot of our readers can 
relate to your experience. Clearly, there 
are no easy answers. This is the age of 
globalization. As Marshall McLuhan 
Introduced back in the sixties, his pre- 
diction of a" global village” is now a 
reality. One night, while Iwas watching. 
CNN, Isaw the tearful scene of the rela- 
tives of hostages beheaded by the Abu 
Sayyaf. The same footage was seen by 
my friends in the US and Europe at al- 
most the same time. 

Globalization has its benefits as well 
as its downside. What is good is that the 
use of technology is encouraging rapid 
sharing of ideas and attitudes around the 


world, People are tending towards 
rater unity, less of the closed insular 
thinking and greater openness to other 
people and cultures. Young people to- 
Bay have greater opportunities to er- 
plore the world. You have choices. As 
Ene of my children would put it, one 
an choose “to be a small fish in a big 
pond orto bea big fish in a small pond." 
Four choice now is: do you want to con- 
tribute as a Filipino to your country or 
do you want to contribute as a global 
person to another 
Country? 
Contribution 
Two years ago, af- 
ter graduating from 
the university, my 
daughter sought the 
answer to this same 
question: On her own, 
She decided to study 
and work in a Ewro- 
pean couniry. She leamed the language 
In three months and started to become 
financially independent. She enjoyed 
plenty of learning opportunities in job 
that challenged her creativity. Thanks 
to the new technologies of e-mail and 
text messaging, she was never really far 
from us, She thoroughly enjoyed her 
stay and took as well the leisurely vaca- 
tions of people in Europe. Then, to- 
‘wards th end of last year, after the ex- 
Plration of her contract, she wa offered 
E renewal which she did not accep. She 
Understood in her heart thar she belongs 


FOR THE 
ANXIOUS PERSON 
AT WORK 


here. She wants to contribute to the de- 
velopment of our country. 

Coming back, she realized that many 
things are not ideal. As a young democ- 
racy (just over 50 years old). we are 
plagued with many problems like pov- 
erty, deteriorating quality of education, 
inadequate public health and, as a con- 
sequence, breakdown in peace and or- 
der. But instead of bemoaning the situa- 
tion, she joined up with a group of 
friends and professionals who have 

pledged all their 
Saturdays to 
teach and help 
upgrade educa- 
tion in public el- 
ementary 
Schools through 
student alorals 
Instead of feeling 
helpless, they 
decided to be- 
come helpful. They realized that there 
are no short fixes. Idealism and vision 
‘ean only come from commitment, sweat 
and hard work. 

Sufferings 

Recently, I received a letter from a 
Chinese-Filipino who migrated with her 
parents to Canada, She works in a job 
{hat she thinks is way below her talents 
and abilities. Everyday, as she drives to 
work, she keeps thinking, “What if I go 
back to the Philippines?” Her letter 
made me realize that truly there is no 
paradise on earth. Wherever you choose 


Psychotherapy skills 
tame office ‘characters’ 


By BLAIR AGERO 


MY exposure in psychiatric clinics has 
‘enabled me to understand different ex- 
treme personality types. But my shift 
from the “therapeutic environment” to 
the corporate world has forced me to 
utilize almost, if not all, my therapeutic 
attitudes to the limit, I have been intro- 
duced to and dealt with “characters un- 
limited” inthe office, which I found more 
surprising than the ones inthe sanitarium. 
‘The saying “fact is stranger than 
tion” is true in this case. This is a cliché, 
but you may find yourselves mingling 
with similar characters and so I share 
how I pulled through amidst this office 
environment. 

Here are some of the personality 
types I encountered: 

* Paranold-I had this officemate who 
“looks over his shoulders” rather too of- 
ten, He “minimizes” all documents on 
the computer screen and manually shreds 
all of his scratch papers, tearing them to 
bits and pieces. And all he does are 
marketing proposals. And they all 
have templates. once asked 
him the reason behind this 
‘obsessive-compulsive be- 
havior andhe answered 

itl, "They're con- 
fidential.”" So, what am 
Tan outsider? Later on, he 
confessed that he doesnt ike 
others “copying” 
his work. Yeah 
right! Like I would = 
want to get a dose J 
of English atrocity. 


Deal with pam- <a 


noid people like 
this character in a 

matter-of-fact way. 

‘They usually think you're up to some- 
thing behind their backs and would mis 
interpret your genuine interest in the 
things they do or your offer to help as 
something else. So, stay distant and yet 
still professional, And stop looking at 
their work unless they request you to. 
‘The proper attitude to this type: pas- 
sive-friendliness. 

+ Egotistical-There’s this 
officemate of mine who constantly fishes 
for compliments from everyone, espe- 
cially the boss. He thinks his opinion 
(and his alone) is always correct. He 
loves to be adored and wanted at a level 
that might intoxicate you. He argues and 
makes an issue on just about everything 
to show how smart he is (when actually 
he isn't). And if you don't agree, he'll 
project his behavior to you. 

People like this character love them- 
selves too much and want to be pampered 
all the time. If you want to get along with 
egotistical people, it's easy-—just rub their 
egos a bit, Praise theml But if you want to 
make them shut up, sight them like mak- 


She gives... 


(From page B12) 


suppor the goals und values ofthe Deaf 
Community and share its identity as a 
group with its distinct Interests and 
needs. If "deuf" connotes disability and 
helplessness, "Deut" indicates develop- 
ing to the full and being empowered. 

“L want to help train more Deaf coun- 
solors and teachers who will promote 
the interests of the Deaf," Tanya says. 
“My vision is to establish a mental 
health center for the Deaf” 

Recently, the Gallaudet University 
In Washington offered Tanya atwo-year 
‘master’s scholarship in Mental Health 
Counseling (she did not apply for this 
scholarship), Gallaudet is the school for 
the Deaf that is as prestigious us 
Harvard. Her scholarship at Gallaudet 
may be n way to thot vision 

Her colleagues at St. Benllde hope 
tht If she finishes the two-year course, 
Vin. at help develop a curriculum 

* 


ing a contrary remark to 
what they're bragging 
about and then hype it 
up a bit and say it's 
the Intest research 
finding, That is sure 
tostun them even for 

a moment. If 

they are 

stunned, 

they're 

probably not 


a co-therapist who 

comes in, works and 

leaves at theend of each 

day never minding the 

world around him. He doesn't 

neglect his job, but he doesn’t care much 

about whatever is happening in the clinic 

either. I made an effort to have lunch 

with him and he started to open up. The 

following days after that, I didn’t have 
to use the ouija board. 

People ike him are almosttotally 
oblivious of their environment 
and goings-on. Just let them 

be and you'll go well to- 
gether. But if you want 

to really be symbiotic 

and productive with 
them, active friendlinessis 

a sure-fire way to success- 
fully deal with them. 

* “Pabida”-A 
supervisor in an of- 
fice I worked in be- 
fore was just super! 
Sometimes see him 
in a red and blue 
spandex suit while 
he fixes something. 
He rakes inal the credit fora good idea 
that he just “stole” from a subordinate. 
He makes almost everyone in that office 
thinks he can do everything. Well, maybe 
he could. But come to think of it...nah! 
To prevent him from gening credit for 
my ideas, I had him “note” my ideas on 
paper before I submitted them to our 
Superior. That was just a polite way of 
showing that those were my ideas! 

He represents the kind of people who 
are always the “heroes"—or so they think. 
‘They are akin to egotistical maniacs. Only, 
they are subtler (now that’s an understate- 
ment). Just reat them like the heroes they 
think they are. But if they really are not, 
then go ahead and burst their bubble. I's 
perfectly fine. The ideal atitude towards 
this type: matter-of-fact, 

+ Bossy-I had a graphic artist who 
was supposed to take orders from me, 
but 1 ended up taking orders from him. 
He asks me questions with a "tone" and 
always answers mine rudely. But I am 
not the one to be bullied around, No 
way! What I did, I “reflected” all his 


for counseling forthe Deaf (St. Benilde 
offers a Bachelor's degree on Applied 
Deaf Studies us well as non-degree pro- 
Brams for Deaf students, such as ac- 
counting, bookkeeping and sign lan- 
nge). 

This romains an "If" because while 
the scholarship fully covers Tanya's 
two-year tuition and airfare, she will 
need funds for board and lodging, books, 
health insurance and other student fees. 
Colleagues and friends are raising funds 
to help Tanya go to Gallaudet. Spon- 
sors so far Include Presidential Husband 
Mike Arroyo, who gifted Tanya with a 
P100,000 check. More help is still 
needed. 

Coming to terms 

In the early years, there were mo- 
ments when Tanya rebelled against her 
shadow, "1 felt depressed and blamed 
my parents for my being deaf,” she 
recalls. “If 1 were a hearing person, | 


Pate 


IMUSTRATION BY STEPH BRAVO 


‘ghastly behavior back to him with a re- 
fined flair. Soon, he was following me. 

He is a type that you should be most 
watchful of. This bossy type could 
strike you froma distance and leave you 
drained of energy. They could pinpoint 
all those little details that would make 
‘your ego shrink to microscopic propor- 
tions, The proper attitude to people like 
him: kind-firmness. You could still be 
kind to them and yet maintain that level 
‘of dignity by being firm about your view- 
point. Show them! 

+ Underdogs-There was this other 
graphic artistin the department who sat 
staring at his monitor all day, barely 
speaking. With his earphones almost 
glued to his ears, he barely utters a word. 
He just mumbles to himself. He only 
speaks when the boss or someone asks 
him questions. He looked very unassum- 
ing, I was surprised when I found out 
that he was an art director for a well- 
known in-flight airline magazine aside 
from his previous art directing stints for 
ad agencies and leading broadsheets. 

‘This person belongs to the almost- 
autistic kind. But they may have more 
up their sleeves than you think. So the 
‘general rule is just treat them nice. Who 
Knows, they might be your superior the 
next minute you turn around. It's a good 
thing I was nice to that graphic artist 
from the very beginning, 

The office houses a lot of different 
personalities and characters that go be- 
Yond this list. And the attitudes 1 rec- 
‘ommend may or may not work for you. 
But it all depends on your manner of 
execution, really. Still, it all boils down 
to one rule: the golden rule. So, do what 
you want others to do unto you. It's 
about time you put that one into prac- 
tice, Then maybe, just maybe, you'll be 
on the top of the ladder of success be- 
fore you even notice, 

(Send contributions to Postcards 
Srom the Corporate Edge to reyes 
‘@inquirer.com.ph) 


could have supported my parents end 
done a lo of things, My parents told ; 
me’ to Just be paticat.” Her family 
sorimpod Ow Mag Gil'e incor ks a 
warehouse caretaker so that Tanya and 
Marie could go to a private school for 
the Deaf. 

In time, Tanya came to terms “with 
things as they were.” In fact, given what 
she hus accomplished so far, she has 
more than made up for her special cir- 
cumstances. 

She has not forgotten her first love 
though. Tanya's father and sister are 
‘mounting an exhibit for her on August 
26 nt ihe Enterprise Center along Ayala, 
Makati, Both are painters who recently 
received an award of recognition from 
Duo Chemical. Tanya's paintings will 
be part of the show. 

(You can e-mail Tanya at doguzmanm 
@esb.disu.edu.ph and matanya777 
@yahoo.com, or through telephone 
number 921832] cfo Ms Marinez.) 


to live or work, life will always be a 
combination of joys and sufferings. One 
cannot escape from suffering: it is part 
and parcel of the human condition. 

Our choice is what combination do 
we want? When one goes on vacation in 
the United States for example, one can- 
not help but be impressed by the eco- 
nomic progress of relatives. Everything 
they want materially is there. And yet 
what is the trade off? Some couples 
barely talk to each other or to their chil- 
dren. Couples work ten hours aday with 
barely enough time to rest their weary 
bones. Strained relationships and di- 
vorces are prevalent. 

Spiritual goods 

Here, we have all the problems we 
cited earlier. But what do we have? Not 
‘much in material goods, bt we have rich 
oil wells of spiritual goods. What a 
blessing for example that in Makati City, 
there are more than a dozen churches, 
chapels and buildings where you can 
caich mass or pay a visit to the Blessed 
Sacrament on ordinary days and find rest 
for your soul. Then on weekends, one 
‘can spend time with family and friends 
over lunch or dinner. And of course, the 
‘opportunities and initiatives to help the 
poor and the needy are plentiful 

So in essence, your choice will re- 
fect very much what you value, how 
you measure success and the lifestyle 
‘you want to live. One interesting book 
On lifestyles or subcultures is “The Cul- 
tural Creatives” written by Paul Ray and 
Sherry Ruth Andersen. The authors talk 
of three lifestyle streams and subcul- 
tures in America: the traditional, the 
modem and the cultural creative. 

Lifestyle streams 

The moderns believe in a techno- 
logical economy that is reshaping the 
face of the globe. They are the people 
who accept the commercialized urban 
industrial world as the right way to 
live. Their most important values are: 
making or having a lot of money, climb- 
ing the ladder of success with measur- 
able steps towards goals, looking good 
‘or being stylish, having lots of choices, 
and supporting economic and techno- 
logical progress. Usually, they are flaky 
about inner or spiritual life, they be- 
lieve that they have the right to be en- 
tertained by media, they treat the bod- 
ies like machines. Either big business 
or big government knows best. 

The traditionals, on the other hand, 
have a general lack of interest in poli- 
tics. Their key values revolve around 
men dominating family life and 


conservativi. 

They be- 

lieve that 

their fan- 

damentalist 

version of 

religion must 

be upheld. 

Country or 

small town 

life is more 

virtuous 

than big city 

life. They fend 

off the intru- 

sive modern 

world that 

they do not 

understand. 

They generally 

want black and 

white categories 

that offera feeling of 

certainty. They look 

to the past for a com- 

forting way of life. 
Cultural creative 

‘The emerging subculture is the cul- 
tural creative. They buy more books and 
listen to classical radio more than watch 
television. They are big consumers of ars 
and culture. They are systems thinkers, 
patrons of whole process thinking. They 
buy only what is authentic in the mar- 
etplace. They are careful, well informed 
shoppers who do nét buy on impulse, 
so they have no financial problems, They 
Jend cultural innovations rather than tech- 
nological ones. They possess pro-envi- 
ronment values and embrace voluntary 
simplicity and spirituality. They believe 
relationships are more important than fi- 
‘nancial materialism and success. They are 
optimistic about the future and are not 
cynical about politics. They want to re- 
build communities, 

Decide which of these lifestyles or 
subcultures reflect best who you are and 
what you believe in. Then, using your heart 
and mind, ask yourself which one will al- 
low you to live your values and give you 
happiness. Then, you will know whether 
you want to stay here or live abroad. 

Decision time 

If you choose to go abroad to work, 
then make an informed choice. First, 
make a listing of all the places where 
‘you want to work and live. Then, re- 
‘Search on the characteristics of each 
of these places. Ask your friends or 
relatives who live in those areas to 
provide you additional information. 


IRLUSTRATION BY STEPH BRAVO. 


Make a list of the things you like best 
and a list of the things you dislike best. 
Then, try to match your criteria with 
the information of the places where 
you want to work. Choose the top 
three places you would like to explore. 
When job offers come your way or if 
you choose to proactively seek out 
jobs, then you would have greater cer- 
tainty of success in finding opportu- 
nities in the countries or places where 
you want to work. 
But personally, as a culture creative, 
1 remain optimistic about the Philip- 
pines, We hope that the young continue 
to be steadfast in their beliefs and ideal- 
ism to face rather than escape the seem- 
ingly grim realities of today. We con- 
tinue to hope that our politicians will 
espouse a “new politics,” rise above 
their petty self-interest and concern 
themselves with the common good. AL 
the same time, let us try to influence 
who and what we can within our sphere 
of influence so that politics alone does 
not become the sole driver of the future 
of this country. 
(Ms Puangco is CEO 
and president of Ancilla 
Enterprise Development 
Consulting. Send com- 
ments, feedback or re- 
quests for advice for 
problems at work 
through e-mail to ancillaedc@ 
pacific.net.ph or fax to 892-2902.) 


People at Work Live! Seminar Series returns 


AQUINO 


DUE to insistent public demand, the 
Philippine Daily Inquirer will be conduct- 
ing a second rum of the People at Work 
Live! Seminar Series this August. 
‘The first run of this seminar series, 
which was held last May 29 to 31, 2001, 
was organized in celebration of the first 
year anniversary of the People at Work 
subsection ofthe Business section. People 
at Work writers Moje Ramos Aquino, 


CECILIA 


Ernie Cecilia and consultants from the 
Ancilla Enterprise Development Consult- 
ing conducted the seminars. Due to the 
enthusiastic public response, not all who 
registered for the seminar could be ac- 
commodated at the venue. Thus, a sec- 
ond run will be conducted. 

“The seminar topics for the second run 
are: Assertiveness in Communication, Ne- 
gotang Your Way to Suocess and Achiew- 


ew TE 
PUANGCO 


ing Your Personal Vision in Troubled 
‘Times. The resource speakers are: Moje 
Ramos Aquino, Recipes for Learning col- 
umnist, Erie Cecilia, Skills Toolbox writer, 
snd Tita Datu Puangeo, Advice forthe Anx- 
fous Person at Work columnist. 

For further information, e-m: 
peopleatwork @inquirer.com.ph or call 
People at Work section at 897-8808 lo- 
cal 554, 


SOMEDAY. One day. If, Tomor- 
row. Inthe future. Next time. Bahala 
na. May bukas pa. Saka na. When 
you often use these words in your 
Tife, then you are habitually wasting 
your time. This time waster is com- 
monly known as procrastination. 
Procrastination is postponing for the 
future what you can do now. 

Tris also symptomatic of a lack of 
direction and planning in your life. It 
signals that you have no clear priori- 
ties and thai you are less than deter- 
mined and committed to whatever 
you are doing now. When you post- 
Pone doing something, more often than 
fot, it never gets done. 

Nobody's job 

‘This brings 10 mind a favorite 
poster of my former training, assis- 
tant, Karen Casio, entitled “That's 
not my job.” It goes: 

“This isa story about four people 
named Everybody, Somebody, Any- 
body and Nobody. There was an im- 
portent job 1o be done nnd Everybody 
‘was sure that Somebody would do it. 
Anybody could have done it but No- 
body did i. Somebody got angry with 
that, because it was Everybody's job. 
Everybody thought Anybody could 
do it, but Nobody realized that Ev- 
erybody wouldn't doit. It ended up 
that Everybody blamed Somebody 
when Nobody did what Anybody 
could have done.” 

‘Karen is now in Ilocos Norte and is 
happily managing and teaching at her 

Without giving it a second 
‘houghi, she followed her heart and went 
homs 1o her family. To thisday I've not 
removed tho poster from my office 1o 
serve as a reminder when I get the ten- 
dency to postpone doing something, 


RECIPES/or~ 
LEARNING 


By 
Moje Ramos-Aquino 


When you postpone doing a task no 
matter how menial, you cramp your 
style. You push yourself to the wall. 
You don't give yourself a choice, You 
put yourseif in a box and you limit your 
mobility. You unduly put pressure on 
your heart. You put a burden on your 
mind, Sometimes, you even spend sleep- 
Jess nights over it, You aro lulled into a 
restless mindset that postponing doing 
a task will make it less difficult or it will 
solve itself or simply go away and be 
Forgotien. Wrong. 

When you postpone doing a task, it 
bocorncs bigger and more difficult to do 
because you are now running against the 
nature of time. The postponed task 
becomes less attractive and more bur- 
densome. You will have the tendency 
to further postpone it or totaly junk it- 
‘Whatever good results may come from 
{tis diminished in value because it might 
huve outlived its usefulness, 

Moments of regret 

‘To continus our Workshop on Liv- 
Ing Life On Time to Achieve Life Plans, 
Jet's have a little exercise. Think back 
and write down those moments when 
you were regretful and sad about life, 
Don't continue reading until you have 
done this. 

1 am sure those times of regrets and 
sadness were caused more by your sins 


Procrastination distorts your future 


of omission or postponement rather 
than by what you did with all hon- 
esty and sincerity. Doing something 
‘without integrity is also a form of 
postponement like when you do 
Something for the sake of doing it 
and not because you really wanted 
to do it. For example, you are an 
accountant and you simply do your 
usual debit and credit entries notwith- 
standing some doubts in your mind, 
‘Then, after submitting your report, 
you need to spend more time to redo 
your work, 

In your job, to postpone doing 
something is considered « very bad 
atitude towards your work. It could 
derail you from ascending the Inder 
of success, Nobody wants 10 work 
with somebody who does not finish 


job, 
Mistakes 

Ais all right 10 make mistakes. It 
is from our mistakes that we leum 
most: When you do something right, 
youl are overwhelmed by your 
Achievement and do not have the time 
‘and energy to pause for some review 
and reflection. When you make n 
mistake, you normally analyze what 
happened and thereby, leam from the 
experience, 

‘As the saying goes, tis better to 
have loved and lost than never to have 
Toved at all, When you kiss the one 
you love, you might risk getting 
‘lapped or there is an even chance of 
goning kissed in retum. Try it. Also. 
iry giving your boss the plonsant 
surprise of finishing your work ubeud 
of time, See that delighted expres- 
sion in his or her face. 

(E-mail feedback tø 
Moje.Ramos@ Aquino.ZZN.com.) 
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She gives counsel in a world of silence 


BY MANOLITA A. GONZALES At age one, she lost her hearing when she pierced 
her ear with the pointed handle of a comb. Instead of 
learning how to say “Mama” or "Dada," Tanya leamed 


hand gestures from her parents, Gil and Arsenia. Both 


‘TANYA L. de Guzman was once considered a 
child least likely to succeed. 


are Deaf, and so is Tanya's sister Marie, now married 
to another Deaf. “We also have a deaf dog and a deat 

ya adds in jest. The de Guzmans were their 
neighbors’ object of pity. “If a fire broke out,” they 
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DE Guzman is the only Deaf counselor in the 
country. 


said, “this family will never make it." 

However, Tanya, now 28, leads a blessed if hectic 
life. She is a guidance counselor for Deaf students at 
De La Salle University, College of St. Benilde and is 
the only Deaf counselor in the country. She has gone 
to conferences in Australia and Mexico City to “speak” 
on the plight of Deaf Filipinas and is now in Tokyo, 
‘Okagawa and Saporo, Japan to share more insights on 
the Filipino Deaf. 

Guidance counselor 

As full-time coordinator and counselor at St. 
Benilde, Tanya handles group counseling and conducts 
workshops for Deaf students. “Those I've counseled 
Took down on themselves,” she explains, “Some are 
frustrated because they cannot reach out to their hear- 
ing parents; they feel that their parents do not under- 
stand them, Because of family problems or broken 
families, others develop negative attitudes, become 


CAREERTales 


stubborn and hang out with gangs. Some are confused 
about their sexual identity. One slashed his wrist but 
survived 

She continues, tell my deaf students to continue 
analyzing and understanding themselves to improve 
their self-esteem. We have to help them understand 
what they're going through and heip them have a deeper 
Understanding of the Deaf culture.” 

Painting 

‘Tanya had wanted to be a successful painter 
She studied Fine Ants, major in Advertsing at the 
Philippine Polytechnic University, with an inter- 
preter in tow, When family resources ran out after a 
Year, she worked her way through college by doing 
clerical jobs at Goodwill Bookstore and frying 
burgers at Jollibee. 

În 1991, a nun she met while doing volunteer work 
in church got her as part-ime catechist for the Catho- 
lic Ministry to Deaf People In. It was while teaching 
religion to Deaf students in public schools that Tanya 
realized that her fellow Deaf were worse off. The kids 
‘would come to her after class to pour out their prob- 
Jems and fears. She listened and tried her best to give 
them guidance. 

“Tanya's director at the Catholic Ministry saw her 
potential assigned her to its mental health unit as peer 
Counselor and sent her to various seminars on Deal 
education and family therapy. 

By then, Tanya had finished Fine Arts and found a 
higher calling, "I set aside my dream of being an artist 
to focus on the Deaf” she says. "Hardly anyone un- 
derstands the Deaf, I the hearing have problems, it's 
twice over for the Deaf because they have to contend 
not only with the problem itself but also with a very 
Jow self-esteem." 

Deaf women’s problems 

Tanya learned that Deaf women have it worse 
‘when in 1998, she went o nine provinces in the Phil 
ippines for a survey sponsored by the British Vol 
untary Service Overseas, The survey results were 
disturbing. Most of the deat women respondents said 
they knew of deat women being abused or battered: 
these women were willing victims because they 
thought it was their fault, More than 60 percent ot 
the respondents said most fathers abused their deat 
daughters while most parents kept their deaf daugh 
ters at hom 

‘The deaf women respondents indicated that they 
wanted a better life. They did not think that Deal 
‘women are better off a home than going to work. And 
yes, they wanted to become effective leaders in thei 
community. 

“The study moved Tanya and other Deaf advocates 
to form the Deaf Women's Health and Crisis Center ot 
the Philippines. The center seeks. to educate Deut 
women to protect themselves from violence and phys- 
cal abuses, and to help them improve their lives through 
livelihood, education, employment and awareness. 

Capital D 
her work will help expand the 
with a capital D, which is how 
f Community prefer to be called 
The Deaf are signers (users of sign language); they 
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Fresh takes on teen Issues 


By Maur V. REYES 
2bU! Correspondent 


No Name Face 


Lifehouse 
Dreamworks 


WHO hasn't heard about “that “Hanging by a 
Moment” band? Already having a following in 
the US for playing sentimental, mushy rock songs 
and having a babe for a frontman, the band Life- 
house has hit it big with the teenyboppers, slow 

rock fans and the Bill- 

board Charts ("Hang- 

REVIEWS È ing by a Moment" 

tumed up at the No. 1 
spot 10 weeks after their album's release). Clear 
Jy, the band's popularity is an irony next to its 
album's title, “No Name Face"; the Songs, how- 
ever, are a different story: 

Lifehouse can be easily dismissed as one of 
those "insecure, confused poseur" bands. But the 
truth is, even though "Hanging by a Moment” 
reminds you of Def Leppard (well, I do, anyway), 
this band is everything what Creed wanted to be. 
And that’s a pretty hard thing to pull off, Twenty- 
year-old vocalist and guitarist Jason Wade isn't 
{shamed to admit that one of his influences is 
Pearl Jam—and the band has toured with Pearl 

ke that, Scott Stapp! 

ng 13 tracks about confusion, insecurity 
and ove, Lifehouse manages to capture that 
“gloomy” feel that comes along with the topics the 
band sings about, Tha's pretty good... if that's 
your sort of thing. Acoustic and electric guitars 
pump the album, but the blood that runs through it 
Es basically what every other twentysomething rock 
band is made of, What 3 Doors Down begs for, 
Matchbox 20 whines about, and "Dawson's Creek” 
kids are going trough, Just think of your life right 
now accompanied with a gloomy soundtrack. 

"Wade wrote ali the songs on “No Name Face," 
having been into music ever since his parents di- 
Vorced (he wrote the song “Trying” when he was 15 
Years old). "Sick Cycle Carousel” a song he wrote 
About his gilfrend,Inents where they are in the 
Telstionship, whether to hang on or break loose 
Somebody’ Else's Song” tackles pressure and ex- 
pectations people eat seem to meet CT got some- 
Body else's thoughts in my heal want some of my 
omi"), and "Simon," a slow letterlike song t0 a 
friend, is about sympathy fet for a misunderstood 
person 

Some of the tracks, even though the issues dealt 
with are overrated, are given a fresh new face by the 
Band. “Breathing” speaks of finding oneself, being 

ane again” but not exactly letting go of the world 
and enjoying extelly where you stand at the moment 
C'I am hanging on every word you sayfAnd even i 
You don't want to speak tonight That's alright with 
Ine") "Trying is admitting your mistakes, and hop- 
ing others wil, foo ("Could you let down your hair 
and De wansparent for awhilelJust a litle while to 
fee if you're human afier all), And, of course, the 
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cut “Everything,” a sofi-spoken love song that was 
featured in the hit series “Roswell.” 

Give props to the people behind the album. Pro- 
ducer Aniello, who's worked with the likes of 
Kendall Payne and Shannon MeNally, would pro- 
bably be the reason Payne appears on the track “Try- 
ing.” The album was also mixed by Brendan O'Brien, 
‘whose resumé includes U2, Rage Against the Ma- 
chine, Pearl Jam and Stone Temple Pilots. Matt Laug, 
who also played some drums on Alanis Morissette's 
first album, lends his skills on "No Name Face,” as 
well. 

‘Sick sentimental saps who are fond of unrequited 
love and being misunderstaod will surely Jove 
putting this album on loop. This band sounds like a 
confused Matchbox 20, Fuel and Pearl Jam rolled 
into one. Oh, look at that—they’ ve toured with those 
bands already. 


‘Take off Your Pants and Jacket 
Blink 182 
MCA Universal 


SOME people hate them, most people like “em. 
not everyone can stand immaturity on every track of 
your album. But with the new album, “Take off 
Your Pants and Jacket,” the tiresome exposure of 
media could have tired these guys out. That and 
maybe two of them tying the knot (it's not easy 
being married to a Blink 182 member). 

Don't go ditching those Puma sneaks, though— 
when it comes to Blink. Their growing up is pretty 
much slim to none. Just picture a bunch of seventh 
graders growing inio consciousness and realizing 
‘what's going on around them, along with the fasci- 
nation with masturbation, sex with their moms (and, 
occasionally, dads), first kisses and undying nudity. 
“Take off Your Pants and Jacket” takes off where 
“Enema” ended, only this time with more songs that 
stick to your head like sticky Starburst candy stuck 
at the top of your mouth when you're out skating. 

"The way Blink pushes the envelope when it comes 
to teen issues is amazingly straightforward and direct 
to the point. How many bands can declare that if kids 
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are the future, we're the most dissed—then states 
‘who to point the finger to—"if we're f--ked up/You're 
to blame?” (“Anthem Part Two"). The band touches 
on rejection in “Online Songs,” a ditty about loving 
someone who was once theirs but never appreciated 
them until the end (“And she said/"T just forgot you 
were there”) 

‘What makes this album worthy of your week's 
allowance is to see Blink lament on issues you'd love 
to see them play live. The rio sounds anything but 
cheesy when sharing their feelings about going on a 
first date with a chick they obviously like to sing sick 
Tines about (“When you smile, 1 melt inside/I'm not 
worthy for a minute of your time”) on “First Date.” 
‘Then analyzes the complications of dating best friends 
in “Please Take Me Home” (“Oh no it happened 
again/She's cool. she's hot, she's my friend/Why did 
we have to go date?"), Probably the biggest shocker 
on the album would be “Stay Together for the Kids.” 
‘Singing about divorce and the pain and hurt felt, 
Blink proves that it's more than just boogers and 
other bodily secretions. Almost speaking from Blink’s 
inner child, it's hard to dismiss the song as “another 
‘one of those I-hate-he-world” songs. Mark Hoppus 
and Tom Delonge actually sing it with genuine pain 
and har in all seriousness. (Try to imagine that.) 

‘Of course, a Blink album won't be a Blink album 
without a ditty on perversion. “Happy Holidays, You 
Bastard” is a jokefest that will have you singing it 
even when Christmas is six months away ("It’s hrist- 
mas Eve and I've only wrapped two f-kin’ presents! 
‘And I hate, hate, hate your guts”). 

It's Blink in a whole new light for 38 minutes and 
56 glorious seconds. It's jumping in a carnival ride 
‘with the three sick musicians, going through their 
high school days that actually had stories to tell. As 
“Roller Coaster” goes, “Roller Coaster, favorite ride/ 
‘Let me kiss you one last time.” 

Feel free to go jacket anytime during the ride. 


Sugar Ray 
Sugar Ray 
Warner Music 


PRETTY-BOY Mark McGrath doesn’t care what 
you think about his music. He doesn’t care what you 
think about his looks. He may look like a frontman 
of a rap-rock band, almost as if the long lost member 
of dazed rocker Crazytown, but he’s more likely to 
spin a Backstreet Boys album than the latest Linkin 
Park single. 

‘Sugar Ray's fourth studio album is all about self- 
blame and women who never gave them a chance. 
What, there are women who never gave McGrath a 
chance? 

“Sugar Ray” is the album the band has been itch- 
ing to release since 1997's “Floored.” They're ba 
anced with healthy proportions of pop, rock, funk 
and hip-hop. Think of frat boys sitting around cam- 
pus with guitars and singing about the hardships of 
love and teen romance. Then they'd score popularity 
points when the popular stud comes over and lends 
them a hand (that would be 311s Nick Hexum, who 
‘guests on the track “Stay On,” a summery song cus- 
tomized for radio airplay). 

You've got to admit—no matter how many times 
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you insist Sugar Ray sucks and how much cooler they 
Wwere "before they went mainstream.” they still come 
up with catchy melodies that you can't help but hum 
along to. And even if you are the biggest ani-Sugar 
Ray person out there, you stil find yourself stomping 
your foo to their songs (provided you have no contol 
Over the radio switches in the car). Spinning this album 
isn't any different. Every tack is worthy of the “re- 
peat” buton, worthy of a chance of “wafic play” and 
begging tobe played as background music far work or 
just lounging around. Their breezy take on ska (well, 
ska to them anyway) in “Words to Me" lo their sorry 
karma-ridden ives on “Waiting” makes this album a 
notch lower than any of their albums. MeGrath also 
pulis out the puppy-dog look with a sad tune on "Sorry 
Now" ("I know you're right, you're always right"). Go 
the sappy romantic way with “Ours,” a sobfest for all 
those who ean relate with giris who dumped them. 
Most of the modem sounds on this album could 
be credited toward pro- 
ducer Don Gilmore, who 
twiddled knobs on Eve 6 
and Lit’s albums as well 
as heavy rockers Linkin 
Park. 
W's nice to see Sugar 
Ray playing the songs 
they've always wanted 10 
play. Hooray for McGrath 
for fulfilling his "80s New 
Wave dreams. Besides, 
it's not uncool to go sing 
about love when you've 
got a perfectly chiseled 
face and spiked hair. 
Although for some 
people, weil, they can't 
Wait for this phase to be 
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Movie makes game 


even more fantastic 


By JAYVI ARUTA 

2bU! Correspondent 

University of the Philippines, 
Manila 


F you had tickets to the 

advancescreeningofone 

of the most anticipated 
movies of the year, wouldn’t 
you brag about it? Lhad, and 
Idid. Thanks to the people at 
AXN for giving away tickets 
at the Anime Festival and to 
89.9°s DJ Crystal. 

“Final Fantasy: The Spirits 
Within” was hyped to the heavens, 
although the same goes for many 
stinkers (the smell of mummies, 
perhaps...), Does it deliver the 
goods? Well, the answer is not a 
simple yes or no. The trailer is loaded 
with eye-popping visuals, and 
suggests what seems like the generic 
story of a “girl who has to save the 
world.” Regardless of what I say, this 
movie must be seen to be believed. I 
won't be a jerk and give away 
important plot elen ents. Feel free to 
read on. Don't read a synopsis, Even 
that would spoil a iot of the fun. 

‘This movie is made entirely with 
computer graphics. So you say 
you've seen that in “Toy Story” and 
a couple of bug movies, but this is 
the first film to feature 
humans in the wire 
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THE HIGHLY trained band of renegades, known as The Deep Eyes, finds an organic solution to a 


problem. 


SCIENTIST Aki Ross (voiced by Ming-Na) 


ducers forgot to include a story. 
But when your entire movie is eye 
candy, you'd have to work in a story 
somewhere. The plot moves 
quickly—blink and you may miss 
something. It does revolve around 
the central theme of saving the 
world, and the characters are just 
about the standard mix for this story. 
‘The difference lies in how the twists 

play out and how each 
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‘The promo pictures 
were stunning, 

but the whole 
package was 
mind-blowing, 
Details such as 
windswept 
hair and ruf- 
fling clothes 
were quite re- 
alistic. On sev- 
eral occasions, 

I forgot that 
none of it was real. 

Most characters have a certain 
Jack of facial articulation, but hey, 
no one’s perfect. Anyway, there's 
usually so much going on, you 
hardly notice. But since we're 
nitpicking, it's rather funny that the 
beautiful lead character, Aki Ross, 
is just about the only one with long 
hair. Well, maybe that helps add to 
the effect of her character. Though 
the real reason probably is that 
making the hair move is not an easy 
thing to do in animation. The 
computer must process all 60,000 
strands of hair for each 
frame with Aki in it 

Game fans, used to 
menageries of crea- 
tures, did express a lit- 
tle disappointment over 
the ghostly, translucent 
Ted nasties that are con- 
stantly at our heroes’ 
heels, This makes the 
movie more 
friendly” 

“parent-friendly"?) in 

terms of the amount of 

violence. How? Can't tell you that, 
But try asking an animator to make 
you a realistic ugly, furry monster 
and you may get hurt. Hair is hard 
enough to render on a human head, 
much less on an entire creature 
body. Ever wonder why there was 
no Beast in the “X-Men” movie? 
Aaah... 

Some movies made such a big 
issue of special effects that the pro- 


AKI pursues her final fantasy. 


and personality. 

The cast is 

composed of 

consummate 

actors like 

Ming-Na Wen 

as Aki, James 

Woods, Ving 

Rhames, Steve 

Buscemi, 

Donald Suther- 

and and Alec 

Baldwin. They 

all do a stun- 

ning job of voicing their characters. 

‘Some parts sound a little forced, but 

that can be ignored. It may be be- 

cause the dialogue was recorded be- 

fore the animation was created. That 

the actors were doing their 

inan empty sound studio while 

trying to imagine how the scene 
would play out. 

The upside to this, though, is the 
actors were videotaped during the 
recording sessions, so their digital 
counterparts exhibit their own 
physical mannerisms. You can lit- 

erally point to a cha 
acter and say. “Yu 
that’s him, all right. 
Sadly, it's still too hard 
to pretend that 
Baldwin's character 
Grey isn’t a pumped- 
up Ben Affleck. 
“Final Fantasy” 
gamers undoubtedly 
expect a lot from this 
movie. For them, it 
will thankfully be a 
pleasing experience. 
Just like in the games, 
there are few “useless” characters. 
Even the supporting players like 
Aki’s mentor, Dr. Sid, and Grey's 
elite team would make you want to 
know them more. Forget the busi- 
ness side of that. It’s a refreshing 
change to see characters woven into 
the story as important entities and 
not just unsympathetic sacrificial 
lambs. 
‘The “Final Fantasy” series has a 


reputation for creating startlingly 
human stories in the most uncommon 
of settings. The high-tech futuristic 
angle isa fresh one, but it just goes to 
show how litle humans can change 
regardless of place or time. If you 


aren't a gamer or sci-fi fan, the sci- 
ence talk may be a little confusing, 
In the final analysis, the scientific 
jargon hardly matters. 

‘The best thing about the movie 
is that it can be appreciated at so 
many levels. Kids would see a 
visual spectacle and loads of ac- 
tion. Sci-fi geeks will have plenty 
to talk about after the show. There's 
even room to get a little philosophi- 
cal. Even though the movie main- 
tains the games' spiritual under- 
tones, it refrains from bei 
preachy. One thing's for sure: “Fi- 
nal Fantasy” will have you talking 
long after you've left the theater. 
Careful... What you talk about may 
tell others just how deep a person 
you are, 
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Battle of the music charwels ™ 


By ALEXIS TIOSECO AND TAMMY DAVID 
2bU! Correspondents 


"AN has always been fascinated with 

putting images to words and sounds 

that aid in emphasizing their meaning. 
Nowhere is this more evident than in music 
videos, which have evolved from simple videos 
of bands standing before microphones to 
elaborate million-dollar productions filmed at 
exotic locations, Music videos have become such 
a fixture of modem living that today, we have 
numerous channels devoted primarily to this 
‘medium, not to mention spin-offs. To help you 
choose what channels to waste your precious 
leisure time on, we're featuring four local stations 
(plus one bonus). Viewer discretion is advised. 


MTV (Music Television) 

‘Tammy: I had my first taste of MTV, the 
pioneer of all music channels, when SkyCable 
first plugged in about nine years ago. Winona 
“Noni” Tao was the first person I heard utter 
the terms “VJ” and “music videos.” For a time, 
MTV disappeared and I found VJ Noni on [V] 
and a couple more VJs like Angela Chow and 
David “Wa-man!” Wu. The top 20 show be- 
came a habit. 

A couple of years later, Channel 32 became 
MTV again. I fell in love with VJ Danny, 
watched Beavis and Butthead every night and 
the countdown every Saturday (if you were 
lucky, VJ Simon Rex from MTV US would host 
it), recorded “Unplugged” and hoped my request 
would come out on MTV's Most Wanted. 1 
didn't mind if they played “I'll Never Break 
Your Heart” by the Backstreet Boys and put up 
with those annoying ZA ads every hour because 
after that they'd play a good video. This for me 
was the golden age of MTV Asia. 

‘Now, their play list consists more of the trance 
or teenybopper videos. We have to deal with 
shows like MTV Land (it should be renamed 
Sarah or Indonesia land) and Lili. We have to 
deal with not-so-great artists in the hot seat or 
even Artist of the Month and VJs like Lili and 
KC. I actually miss Mike Casem overreacting 
and Rahul Khanna’s thick accent. Well, maybe 
the music has changed and the viewers prefer 
more bubbly VJs. MTV does cater more to the 
cones, who up to now, make video requests 

But despite the boy band explosion and the 
overplaying of some videos that results in the song 
becoming sold-out, my fingers still press 3-2 in the 
remote as soon as T tum on the TV. I guess the only 
things that make me say “MTV I like!” are VJs 
Donita and Jamie, shows like Classic or Fresh and 
the ones from MTV US, the awards shows, Jackass, 
‘Making the Video and Bio Rhythm. 

If I were to request a video and dedicate it to 
MTV, it would be “Yesterday” by the Beatles or 
“Tell Me” by Side A. “MTV I miss” 

Alexis: MTV's influence on society has been 
so great that mindless adults have even used it 
as a term to label our generation (the MTV 
generation). MTV is very professional, but with 
a big capital and an international market, that is 
to be expected. Being big has its advantages 
and disadvantages. The good: VJs are polished 
and charismatic (most of them anyway) and the 
channel is a venue for such grand events as the 
MTV Music Video Awards and MTV Mon 
Awards. They have an assortment of segments 
with no music tie-in, like “It's My Life,” and 
they have a good amount of local shows. The 
bad: A disadvantage to being mainstream is you 
have to appeal to the mainstream—imposing 
on us viewers the same damn videos 20 times a 
day. The bottom line: When it comes to music, 
if you're looking for the latest in pop videos in 
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crisp quality or clichéd “classic” music—a 
LAL Bet yore locking fr tt mrss 
remote band whose album you chanced upon 
one time, search elsewhere. Flip on during in- 
teresting Bio Rhythms or special events. 


Channel [V] 

A: One of my gripes with Channel [V] (1 
apologize if the scenario is different) is that the 
reception is terrible at times. The VJs on the 
channel are passable, the international ones pretty 
‘good and the local ones all right (although a bit 
too smiley at times), and the assortment of shows, 

. Though Channel [V]'s playlist is aw- 
fully similar to MTV's, they do offer a greater 
variety from time to time. Mainstay shows like 
the US Billboard are interesting for updates on 
what's going on abroad. Overall, bad reception 
taints it, but a decent altemative to MTV none- 
theless. 

T: There was a time in school when watch- 
ing [V] was uncool and I would laugh at VI 
David Wu for being...well, David Wu. I hated 
them for overplaying the videos of LA Boyz (a 
trio from China, 1 think). 

But now, I've been watching [V] more than 
my cating habits. In the summer, I tried not to 
miss the shows “Flux” and “The Ticket” and 
their constant updates. Their VJs are more laid 
back compared to the perky ones of MTV and 
MCM. Vis Asha and Adrian are better than all 
of the Vis now combined but not everyone 
fancies the British accent. 

{V's playlistis great. Most of their shows, like 
the artist specials, are simple yet entertaining and 
informative. They have more new videos and 
usually play it way earlier than the rest. It was also 
on [Vj where I first saw videos like Coldplay's 
“Yellow,” Incubus’ “Drive” and a lot more. [V] is 
also one of the few that plays Madonna's 
‘controversial video “What It Feels Like (For a 
Girt)” video. They also have concert that 
make us feel good and bad (wish I was there! sob) 
at the same time. They hardly overplay, too. They 
should have incorporated [V] Philippines into the 
[V] International instead of making it a 
channel but credit goes to [V] for being the first 
24-hour music channel for free. But just ike MTV 
Philippines, they have bad signals all the time. 


MCM 

A: MCMis a French music channel with hosts 
with indecipherable names, even with my humble 
background in the French language. Much of the 
music aired on MCM is in French, which may be 
a big barrier for most people. Though you might 
not understand it well, MCM is a good channel, 
especially if you just want to chill out and relax. 
There's something about the producers of these 
French artists. They have the ability to make 
beats that sound very similar to their North 
American counterparts, but so much fresher. A 
minor annoyance is the dubbing in French of 
what English-speaking artists say, which is 
understandable because it's a French channel, 
but irritating. French music aside, the English 
music videos are good, and many of the videos 
you don't often see on more commercial channels. 

T: Not available to all, MCM is one of the 
very few “foreign” channels I dig on cable TV. 
Though I don’t understand French and some of 
their VJs remind me of the very perky host of 
Hello Tokyo, MCM has a good playlist. Like 
[V], they have new videos all the time but they 
tend to overplay videos like Modjo’s “Lady Hear 
Me Tonight,” Madonna's “What It Feels Like 
(For a Girl),” any by Daft Punk and this video 
with two men French kissing the whole time. 
There are days when they play rap (in French! 
ahhhh!) videos all the time. Generally, MCM is 
an altemative music channel. 


MYX 

A: Ah, a locally produced music channel. 
Whether you like it or not, you must salute the 
channel for its ingenuity. Embodying the idea 
that there is beauty in diversity, MYX boasts a 
wide range of shows, all showing an equally 
impressive selection of music videos. The chan- 
nel is true to its claim—less talk, less noise, just 
music. There are no shows about people doing 
silly (albeit sometimes hilarious) tricks or things 
of that nature. There is just music, and that is 
what you love. That is why you should tune in. 
The VJs are tolerable, though not extremely 
polished, and the graphics are at best decent. 
But this is, after all, a music channel, not a 
Saturday morning variety show. Open your ears 
and expand your horizons to music you don't 
hear on the radio and to videos you don’t see on 
MTV. It may be a litle rough around the edges 
but you have tolove MYX's charm; you can tell 
just by watching a small dosage of the show 
that it was made by people who really love 
music, not by people who love to make money 
from musi 


T: I must admit that a lot of my music lover 
friends and I had great expectations of MYX. 
With the massive campaign last year, we were 
ready to be blown away by this music channel 
that was going to break all the barriers in the biz 
starting with their playlist and their VJs. 

‘They had a good start. I didn’t know there 
were tons of other videos and they had shows 
that catered to different kinds of music lovers 
like Urban MYX, MYXtreme (a really good 
show), Suburbia, Pop MYX and of course, Rock 
MYX. The shows from the UK are fine, like 
Beat UK but I wish they would update and stop 
re-playing “Later with Jools” and “Intimate and 
Interactive.” They tend to overplay videos like 
Massive Attack’s “Teardrop” and Emma 
Bunton’s “What Took You So Long.” 

When they started, they had four VJs and now 
it’s down to two girls and one guy. At first they 
were like a breath of fresh air but later a lot of my 
friends got annoyed with everything facial 
expressions and the wardrobe (VJ Ed shouldn't 
wear sleeveless!) to the pitch and intensity of 
their voices (Is this in slow-mo? Why does VJ 
Kaz talk like that?) and even their hand gestures. 
But, ultimately, MYX is a mix of great ideas 
gone wrong. But it's not bad for a new music 
channel. We hope to see MYX 24 hours someday 
with everything organized by then. 


Vid-OK 

A: Don't lie. When you're all alone at night 
and no one can see or hear you, you sing along 
to the sometimes incorrect lyrics of the song 
printed on the screen. Yup, it’s mostly pop 
songs, but if that’s what you're into then grab 
your hairbrush and sing along. 

T: Not bad for a karaoke channel. At least, 
they play karaoke videos that feature original 
artists instead of the low-budget karaoke LDs 
with Taiwanese chicks prancing around the 
beach to the tune of “Like a Virgin.” A favorite 
is the Vid-ok hit chart. After playing four times 
a day, a chart per week, it becomes part of your 
system. Once I had been looking for the 
“Uptown Girl” video and my friend Kellyn 
told me to watch at 6:35 p.m. At the exact 
time, voila, there was the video all right. But 
they overplay Westlife’s videos and I swear 
my Tagalog-speaking friend must have 
memorized that Larusso Jamias video and 
“Stan” by Eminem by now. Indeed, “Araw- 
gabi, sing-along party!” 


Alexis: egey_tioseco@ hotmail.com Tammy: 
chris_trent_thom@lycos.com 
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Musie video 
(and hair) reviews 


By NINO MARK M. SABLAN 
2bU! Correspondent 


1. “Turn Off the Light”— 
Nelly Furtado 

Whoa! Nelly's back after 
that catchy bird song. This 
time she shouts rough! 
Tough! rough! and tough! 
tough! tough! in "Turn Off 
the Light.” In the first 
part of the video, white- 
clad Nelly (who can 
pass for Lara Croft) and 
her “posse” party in 
the mud, while the sec- 

‘ond segment features neon 

Nelly (she probably glows in the 
dark) in some Chinatown. For 
shots on a bridge, she wears a 
gown, her beautiful Jong locks 
loose as she plays the guitar, then 
suddenly scares us with some de- 
‘monic contacts. 

Hair comment: Hmm? Sham- 
poo commercial model material. 

2. Pop—N'Syne 

The boys arè back with a new 
track from another new album. 
With balloons and bubbles pop- 
ping everywhere, the video show- 
Cases an extensive wardrobe and 
some really hilarious choreogra- 
phy. Justin opens the video with 
an infomercial 
for Pop. He also 
closes it with 
some funky 
mouth sounds, 
the proper term 
for which es- 
capes me at the 
moment. 

Hair com- 
ment: 1 miss 
Justin's curly 
locks, although 
his one millimeter-long hair's 
okay, 

3. “Nothing at All"—O Town 

After their first video filled with 
yery laughable dance steps, the O 
‘Town group is back, this time with 
a sappy old love song with a video 
which is about nothing at all. It just 
shows the group singing the song 
onstage while a mini-documentary 
explains why the other boys are late. 

Hair comment: That guy with 
the dreadlocks used to look real 
nice, but in this video he just re- 
sembles a caveman. 

4. “You Remind Me of a 
Gir’—Usher Raymond 

Finally, Mr. U- R-R-A-Y- 
M-O-N-D has retumed! The video 
quite literally interprets what the 
song is all about as it shows how 
Usher just can't get comfortable 
with this girl simply because she 
reminds him of some traumatic pre- 
vious relationship. A delightful 
dance routine is shown toward the 
end of the video. 

TLC's Chili makes a gyrating 
cameo. Also in the video is some 
fly girl who resembles Brandy. 
Wink-wink-nudge-nudge. 

Hair comment: Seeing all 
those black-haired black people 
makes me wonder if there are natu- 


rally blonde black people 
out there. 

5. “Another Day in Para- 

dise”—Brandy and Ray-J 

Haynaku, yet another remake. 

We're comforted by the fact that it 
does sound a little groovy and 
doesn't sound exactly like the 
original. In the video, siblings 
Brandy and Ray-J are photographers 
whose favorite subjects are yagit. 
But in the end, there seems to be a 
mix-up of the films. 

Hair comment: When will 
Brandy ever tire 
of her braids? 

6. “Imita- 
tion of Life”— 
REM, 
‘The gay and 
gorgeous 
Michael Stipe 
is a genius. 
Plus he's such 
a groovy dancer 
as seen in the 
“Imitation of 
Life” video. The end of the video 
features what is supposed to be a 
birthday party with some Asian girl 
“un’-blowing her cake. Her guests 
constitute an eclectic mix: from 
guitar-playing monkey to groovy 
(there's that word again) dancer 
with Afro hair, from Meg Tilly 
look-alike to transvestite. 

Hair comment: No hair to 

comment on. 
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"80s *80s as Seventeen PI 
celebrates its first year 


A Cool Change For The Healthier 


and the launching of MTV VJ Donita 
Rose as Seventeen’s first Pinay 
cover. 

‘The Dish at the Power Plant Mall 
in Rockwell will be transformed into 
a TV dance studio of the "80s. The 
place will be filled with mirror balls 
and running lights, reminiscent of 
the "80s disco fever. Watch out for 
MTV Embassy's Tone Wijangco as 
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he hosts this year’s anniversary 
party! The theme of the one-of-a- 
kind fashion show revolves around 
famous movies of the era with 
Robbie Carmona at the helm. Catch 
the latest looks in casual and party 
wear as the hottest young models hit 


reen tea has been the Orient's favorite all-day daily beverage for centuries. Today, it has proven to be a rich 
source of polyphenols, powerful antioxidants that gently cleanse the body of harmful substances, while lowering 


cholesterol, blood pressure and sugar 
levels, Drinking green tea brings about 
what ancient Orientals referred to 

as “restful alertness." 


ativa is a naturally brewed 
Teady-to-drink green tea with a zesty dash 
of lemon. Just chill and enjoy this : 
cleansing, refreshing drink. 


ALSO AVAILABLE 


RECOMMENDED BY 


Eg scree 


AVAILABLE AT ALL LEADING SUPERMARKETS NATIONWIDE. 


the runway! 

A mix of pop music and classic 
*80s dance hits will be played 
throughout the night courtesy of 
Manila's best DJs and live bands such 
as Barbie's Cradle. Guest celebrities 
will grace the event and interact with 


the attendees, Plus a handful of choice 
booths featuring free nail painting, 
henna tattoos, makeovers and so 
much more! 

Score your free invites to the 
Seventeen back-to-the-'80s anniver- 
sary party in the July issue of Seven- 
teen Philippines. Come and party as 
the magazine celebrates a year of 
fun, fashion and beauty! 
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BY PAM PASTOR 


|ONFESSION time. Most of the 

people in the 2bU! staff are 

Netheads. Translation: We surf, 
surf, surf the World Wide Web ’til our 
eyes get sore. When we're not cooking 
up our next issues for you, our brows- 
ers usually flash these pages. Check out 
our favorite websites. They could be- 
come yours, too, if they weren’t yet. 


Pinoy Exchange 
www.pinoyexchange.com 

‘This site is No. | on everyone's list. No matter how 
busy our schedules get, there always seems to be time 
to post in Pex. This online forum is home to thousands 
of interesting individuals all hiding behind. equally 
interesting nicknames. Exchange messages with them, 
ask them questions—24-hour interactivity, it's chat 
immortalized online. Try to figure out which of the 
lurking Pexers are your favorite correspondents. One 
‘warning, though. Pex is very, very addicting. Very. 


wwwblogger.com 

Ifyouhave a homepage and you want an easy way to 

date your news section or journal, try using a blog 
(Cyber slang for web log). Blogging is Web publishing 
‘made easy. Noneed for messy programming —e-verything 
is push button. If you don't have a site and you still want 
to blog, fret not. Blogger has Blogspot.com for you—a 
free hosting service. Still confused? Visit the endless list 
of blogs put up by people around the world. 


Coffee Break Arcade 
www.coffeebreakareade.com 

‘This gold mine was Jason's discovery. Coffeebreak 
arcade.com is every gaming freak's dream come true. 
Games are divided into categories—cool, classic, ca- 
sino and the list goes on. 2bU! favorites are “Who 
Wanis to Be a Millionaire?,” “Don’t Kill Kenny!” 
and “Save the Goldfish! 


Hot or Not? 
wwwhotornot.com 


RateMyPace.com 
www.ratemyface.com 

‘The two sites have very similar goals—to let self- 
assured users post their photos online and have viewers 
rate their faces. (Talk about superficiality.) In terms of 
design and features, though, Ratemyfacecom is the 
hands-down winner. It includes stats of the people in the 
photos and listings of the top 100 girls and guys. This 
Site is great entertainment forthe bored. You'll be hooked. 


The Internet movie database 
www.imdb.com 
If it's about movies—even classics your parents 
loved when they were kids—it's here. The plot, re- 
views, the cast, photos, memorable lines, the seript— 
IMDB has that and more, 


Backstage pass I 
wwwthesmokingyun.com/backstage! 
Backstage rl 


Just how bratty is Christina Aguilera? How many 
sandwiches do the Backstreet Boys require backstage? 
What does Britney like to munch on before a concert 
(but who cares anyway?). This site has the answers. 


Cnet.com downloads 
download.cnet.com 
Desktop themes, computer games, programs, etc., 
etc. If it's downloadable, you'll find it here. 


TheSpark.com 
www.thespark.com 

‘There are some tests (okay. a 10t) that we absolutely 
hate taking. But there is quite a handful that we do 
voluntarily. These tests allow us to “get to know 
ourselves better,” that is, if you take them that seriously. 
‘Thespark.com hosts these tests, including 2bU!'s 
favorite, the purity test. Guess who scored a 60? 


Mydeardiary.com 
www.mydeardiary.com 

This is haven for the nosy. Users can create online 
diaries and post as often as they want. While others 
can read and comment on previous diary entries. 
Diaries may be viewed alphabetically or by age 
bracket. With hundreds of diaries being updated every 
‘minute, you'll never run out of juicy things to read. 


‘The Blair Witch legend 
‘www.blairwitch.com 
‘The hype may be over, but this website is still hot. 
A visit to the domain will remind you why “The BI 
Witch Project” was such a hit. (The first one, any- 
way) 


Amazon.com 

Although what could be the most successful online 
store offers a wide variety of products, Amazon.com 
is best known for its books. Most of us have a long 
wish list already (drool, drool). Just wait “til we get 
our Eon accounts. 


We all know how fuli Glorietta cinemas can get— 
especially during weekends. This site allows you to 
reserve tickets hours before you go to the mall, to 
make you sure you get good seats. Azah, the con- 
venience of technology. 


Design is Kinky 
www.designiskinky.net 
There's a growing community of graphic designers 
all over the world. Here's your chance to get to know 
them, to see the faces behind creativity. Here's a 
bonus: A lot of them are swoon-worthy. 


Google 
www.google.com 


Yahoo! 
www.yahoo.com 


ry 
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Ask Jeeves 
www.askjeeves.com 


Altavista 
wwwaltavista.com 
Search engines. We'd be lost without them. Yahoo 
is the all-around winner, Google is best for webpages 
and for stalking your crushes online. Astavista is a 
hands-down winner if you're looking for photos. 


Rotten 
www.rotten.com 

Okay, so we're grossed out. That doesn't mean 

we're not morbidly fascinated. If you've got a cast- 
iron stomach, give this link a shot. 


Harry Potter homepage 
www.harrypotter.com 
Book updates, waich the movie previews, get 
sorted, play quidditch. This is the easiest way for a 
muggle to reach Harry. 


ATPtennis.com 
wonw.atptennis.com 
Tennis fans like Tammy and Jason would love 
visiting this site. Whether it’s to analyze the games or 
ogle the racket bearing, court-trotting hotties is a 
whole different issue. 


Bine Mountain 
wrwrw-biemountain.com 
Electronic canis may not be =t cool now as they 
were cons ago, but if hete's a need for one hissit is 
good choke. No hasies, no neod Io sign up. Just 
piek a cand. personalize tts baton and o A goe 
io cyber prn md { 
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My Own E-mail 
‘www.myownemail.com 
‘Tired of the same old e-mail domain names? This site 
offers a wide variety, including antisocial.com, 
itookmyprozac.com, smileyface-com, imneverwrong com, 
youareadork.com, friendsfan.com, etc., etc., etc. The 
‘message capacity is nothing to sneeze at, though. 


Center for the easily amused 
www.amused.com 
This site is “The ukimate guide to wasting time 
online." If you're bored and you've got time to spare, 
this site is a must. It is a portal to endless activities — 
tests, games, etc., etc., etc. Leave boredomville for good. 


Dumb Crooks 
www.dumberooks.com 


Clumsy Crooks 
www.clumsycrooks.com 
A pervert made the big mistake of lowering his 
trousers and mooning an old high school acquaintance. 
He was arrested the same day. These two sites are 
home to stories like this and more. Not all criminals 
are sinister after all. 


E! Online 
www.eonline.com 


Mr. Showbiz 
mrshowbiz.go.com 
Hollywood junkies, these sites are for you. New 
movies, news, celeb info, juicy gossip—you won't run 
‘out of things to absorb. Tammy swears by these websites. 


‘Scheds.com 
www.scheds.com 
This site allows you to fill in your calendar online. 
‘And to make sure you remember, they send a reminder 
to your mobile phone. How cool is that? While you're 
at it, get your boyfriend hooked, too. No more excuses, 
for forgening your anniversary. 


Kiss This Guy 
www.kissthisguy.com 

We're laughed at people who sing the wrong lyrics. 
This site keeps track of all these mistakes. 

‘You may even post your own boo-boos. One girl 
claims to have been singing the chorus of the Aqua 
hit this way: “Come on body, let's do potty," until her 
boyfriend called her attention. 


You've seen inkblots that some of our favorite 
actors have tried to interpret for their psychologists. 
Not it’s your turn, Type in what the blot looks like to 
you and find out what other people think. 


Who Would You Kill 
www. whowouldyoukill.com 

Ever been so annoyed with a TV character that 
you just wanna suck the life out of him/her? This site 
offers release. Pick a TV show (there's an endless 
list—from classics to the newest hits) and choose the 
character you want to kill. Describe in vivid detail 
how you'd kil that person. What's even more interest- 
ing is reading the posts of previous visitors. Here's a 
quote: “I will kill Phoebe (“Friends”). Choke her to 
death with her bleached blonde hair. I hope she doesn’t 
20 into one of those songs.” Warning: The site con- 
tains violence and explicit words (no duh), 


So You Wanna 
www soyouwanna.com/site/mise/bored 
If there's absolutely anything you wanna do (from 
shopping to cooking)—give this site a go. It might 
just offer direction 


Doodie.com 
www.doodie.com 


a a 


A year ago, I found an officemate giggling uncon- 
trollably in front of her PC. This was the site she was 
browsing. The little cartoons may be a bit distasteful, 
but youcan’t deny one thi hey reek of creativity. 


‘The Slip-ups n chive 
www.slipups. om 

This site contains a vast coll: tion of mistakes 
and inconsistencies in movies : d TV shows that 
have been overlooked by edito: This site will have 
you hooked. I was amazed at ob =rvant a lot of 
viewers are. Crack up wlie din, the people's 
reactions to the bloopers—es, tuse from the 
defensive fans, “They did thal. pose!” 


Tbetyouwill. m 
‘www.ibetyouwsJ.com 
Find out how far people will go for money. 


Rama 
wwwseript-o-rama.com 


Scriptcrawler 
www.scripterawler.net 
‘The site names say it all. Find the script of your 
favorite TV shows and movies in these babies. 


Cybercones 
wwrw.cybercones.com 
‘Sweet people, unite. Send your loved ones virtual 
ice cream cones or sundae. You get to choose the 
flavors and toppings. 


jhty Big TV 
‘www mightybigtv.com 
If you've missed the last episodes of your favorite 
shows, this site will tell you what's been happening 


Pollcaster 
‘www.policaster.com 
Answer polls, make your own polls, view poll 
results, host a poll—check this site out and join the 
poll frenzy. 


Fanfiction.net 
www.fanfiction.net 
Some fans get so bowled over that their creative 
juices start flowing. Read their work—some of them 
are pretty good. 


Soda Constructor ` 
www.sodaplay.com/constructor/index.htm 
Little cyber-savvy boys and girls will love this. 

‘This site is the home of an online toy you can build 
with masses, springs and muscles. 


Ebay 
www.ebay.com 
Bid for things online, Put up your own auctions 
Ebay still is the queen of all auction sites. 


Grudge Match 
www grudgematch.com 
If you liked “Celebrity Death Match,” you'd like 
this site, Though minus the violence and clay pup- 
pets, this site has the “oomph” of the MTV hit. 


wwwanty.com 


MTY Asia 
www.mtvasia.com 
Music, activities, contests, celebrities... there really 
isn't a need for an explanation. 


Rolling Stone 
www.rollingstone.com 
‘The site of the popular magazine holds as much 
content as the print version, The photos and articles 
are worth the long uploading wait. 


‘Taberawler.com 
www taberawler.com 
Aspiring musicians, say goodbye to wasting pre- 
cious minutes online and ending up with zero results 
‘Tabcrawler.com will lend you to the bass tabs, guitar 
tabs and lyrics of your favorite songs. 


Click the City 
www.clickthecity.com 
An online city guide, Click the City includes al- 
most everything—shows, events, shops, restaurants, 
bars, resorts, hotels, even cable TV schedules. No 
wonder this: „e is a Webby award winner, 


‘There you go. This list ought to keep you preoceu- 
pied for looong hours, Keep track of your bills, though, 
Happy syeting! . 


on 
SARI-SARI 


A mecca for gimmick clothes, Sari- 
Sari has somehow managed to keep 
its style and identity despite the ec- 
Jectic mix of clothes. 


Plus points 
‘The newly opened store in Rockwell 
There's a café right in the centert 
They offer tasteful accessories. 

A new line consisting. of beaded linen 
blouses and pants in bigger sizes that 
‘could be used for formals by moms or 
aunts. 

‘They accept made to order and for a fes 
keep reservations for one week. 

‘www sar-sarl.com 


Minus points 

© The Glorietta branch is not organized. 
M can give you a headache. 

© No locks In the dressing rooms. 

© The shoes can be sturdier, 

Last words: Looking forward to the Glorietta 

branch renovation. 
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Glorietta, Megamall 
With Human, which was introduced by friends, we felt 
like we had hit gold. The opening of this concept store 


more than a year ago has definitely livened up the masa Ñ 


scene. 


Plus points 
Milk shampoo? Our eclectic tastes were satisfied. 
They have household items that keep our parents occupied 
while shopping with us. 
This shop proves that chic need not be expensive. 
Thay have Introduced a shoe iine. 
heir school supplies and accessories go beyond the 
ordinary. 
Colorful sales people are friendly and are obviously 
encouraged to express their ndviduaity, as shown by their 
hale and makeup. 


Minus points 

© The clothes have taken a nose dive. They had occasional 
must-have pieces in the past, but now it seems lke they've 
‘switched to a mass-produced flimsy feel 

© Free size wont fit bigger consumers. 

Last words: We need more of those P100 shopping bags. 


2bU! goes an a major shopping trip to find out 
one thing: Which is the best store for you? 


By MARIA REGINA DAVID 
AND ANNE ROSE ELICANO 
2bU! Correspondents 


4/F Rustan's Makati 
Having been open for just over a month, “U” 
already has a growing following of young trend- 
crazy teenagers. 


Plus points 
‘The shop's silver, white and black interiors create a 
yery modern look. 

There are comfortable seats around. 

The dressing rooms are spacious with smart “look- 
(900d, feel-good" lighting. Our normally shallow 
‘Complexion looked good even though we didn't 
have anything on our faces! 

‘The concept is good. They seem to have something 
for everybody under one root. The store boasts of 
a complete line (a mix of foreign and local brands) 
tor every kind of teenager. 

Stuff you purchase is put in a reusable black 
drawstring bag with the “U" logo stamped in either 
green or black. 

The mini balcony-cum-smoking area where you 
can just hang out 

Purchases made are Included in the Frequent 
‘Shopper's program. 

‘Starbucks and the magazine racks. 

Theyre open “tl 10 on weekdays and Sundays and 
12 mn on Fridays and Saturdays. 


Minus points 
© Because of the large area, the place 
‘seems a Mtie bare. Maybe i's because 
they havent filed up the place yet. 
© There's a need for bigger 
sizes, though. Tammy asks, 
“So where do | fit in U'7" 
Last words: We are 
eagerly waiting for the 
computers where people 
can surt and play network 
games for tree. 


KAMISETA 


Glorietta and SM Megamall 
We discovered Kamiseta in the early "90s 
at that stage when we were deciding 
whether we should dress up like kids or 
teenagers. Kamiseta recognized this di- 
Jemma and provided young people with a 
‘whole line of clothes that included print- 
ed jumpers, stylish colored shirts, shorts, 
espadrilles, ete. Today, Kamiseta has 
evolved and has taken a more modern, 
global approach, 


Plus points: 
‘The bright lights and spare Iines convey a 
clean and fresh feeling. 

Kamiseta offers the basic must-haves for 
every oir. 

Thay subtly Incorporate the newest trends 
into their vasic pieces without shocking the 
typical conservative Filipino consumer 
The dressing rooms are decently spaced 
with normal (no tricks here) mirrors 
strategically laced near the stock room 
wi salespeople waling outside to assist 
you. You get to fit five outfits at once and 
they allow you to fit white pieces, 

They have very comfortable couches. This 
is very important when shopping with a 
younger brother who cant relate o a sister 
who is tired, Impatient and frustrated. 
They are starting to produce XL sizes In 
Some styles (mostly pants). 

They offer discount cards to frequent buyers. 
Despite the mass production they have 
managed to uphold the quality of their 
merchandise. 


Minus peints 
Products are mass-produced so there is a danger 
of you running into someone wearing the same 
outfit. Note to- shoppers: Never buy a complete 
outfit in one store. Learn to mix and match. 
The clothes are a bit expensive. 

Last words: They should have a men's tine which 
Tm sure would be a certified hit 


creme AZ 
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are synonymous with one word: Clothes. 
A trip to the mall is hardly complete 
Without a stop or two at local boutiques to 


Fs MOST females, shopping sprees 


check out the latest in fashion wear. Malls and 


fashion depots have not left us 
wanting—entire floors are 
devoted to a wide array of 
clothes shops. But what 

makes one shop different from 
the next? It can be the ambi 
ance or the stylish packaging. 

It can also be the lifestyle it 
represent. The limitless range 
of shops offers an eclectic mix of 
styles that can satisfy the needs 
of all the creatures who make up 
the fashion spectrum. Whether 
grunge, preppy, goth, elegant or 
retro, there is a store that is cus- 
tom-made to fit your lifestyle. 


E-mail the authors, 
‘at anario 
@lycos.com 


PEOPLE R PEOPLE 


Glorietta q 
‘This store introduced a new kind of | 
dressing in the Philippines. At first it 


was annoying to see people wearing § 


the goth/raver look from head to toe in 
the daytime in the malls, but People r 
People has started to infuse a wider 
range of clothes at more affordable 
prices, Runway fashion commercial- 
ized to suit a younger generation. 


Plus points 
People can stay in style without going 
broke, 

The salespeople know their stocks. 
Their wide array of accessories (thatthe 
fashion scene is in dire need of—act- 
ually, almost everything in that store— 
are always up-to-date. 

Discount cards are available for an 
accumulated worth of purchases 

Not only are the dressing rooms 
spacious and welll, they come with a 
built-in bench. This is useful while pulling 
‘on that tight pair of pants and can help 
you avoid precarious balancing acts that 
Could lead to embarrassing Impromptu 
side shows for the customers outside. 

‘Minus points 

Inspect every item carefully before buy- 
ing. The straps on Pam's right People r Peo- 
ple sandals are way loser than the straps on 
the tet 

Last words: The latest best buys are silver and 

Gold dangling earrings and mock turtienecks. 


iors seream | 
at you as you walk into this store. The 
merchandise on display come in blood 
red and magenta, Prints you never 
thought would be accepted by the mar- 
ket five years ago—gingham and table 
cloth eheckers—have turned chic. 
YRYS has put gaudy in the main stream. 


Plus points 

‘© Output is fast. 

Minus points 

© Some of the items have poor lining and 
stitching, and at that price, some of the 
clothes are almost disposable. 

Last words: If the clothes appear tobe too wild 

for you, be patient. Keep hunting. You might 

Just find a plece that would sult your taste 
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We've got it all for you! EZ EhieenS 


NORTH EDSA » ORTIGAS. ILOILO MANDURRIAO 


| We've got mind-blo 
games you can play: 


Try your- hands on this game of chance, 


To play: Send CHANCE to 2326. To or 


‘CHANCE ANSWER (Ex: CHANCE A) send to 2326: 


-Thousafds of questions to test yor 
and 5 levels of interrogation to 


‘Te play: Connect to Globe WAP Homepage, s 
or New sites then Wireless games, click 
ro anil 3 


Guessing a five-lëtter Word easy. 
got to'outwit your opponent: the coi 


To play: Connect to Globe WAP Homepage, sel 
or New sites then Wireless games, click ¢ 


INFOTEXT GAMES: 
P2.00 for Plan Sut 


WAP GAMES 5 
First minute of playing ts 
2,00 per minute for Business, 
P3.00 for Advantage, Person: 


ANAGRAM 


Eg 


Games are provided by: 


Aacealtir 


A satirical look 
at campus existence 


ABNKKBSNPLAko?! 
By Bob Ong 
Visual Print Enterprises 


Hmmm. Interesting. I turned it 
over. P150. Not bad, when you 
think abont it, since your average 


children's book is P300. 


By PAM PASTOR 
my cart. 
A COUPLE of weeks ago, I decided 


The green book went straight to 
‘Back at home, I had to wrestle the 


to indulge in a long-neglected lux- book from my 16-year-old brother. 
ury—book shopping. Shocked at . Among all the books in my shopping 
how much the prices of books have bag, it was the one he found the most 
jacked up and dreading to see how interesting. He kept giggling as he 
much higher they would go, I start- read the first few pages. 


ed stocking up on books I loved as a 


Finally, I had the book to myself. 


Kid, for the little boys I will have in 1 started reading—and I never 
stopped—that is, until I fell asleep. 
‘The next day, during my long break 
in school (and yes, even while in 
class), I kept reading. I looked like a 
books my grade school classmates fool, laughing out loud to the baffle- 


had borrowed and never retumed. 


‘ment of the people around me. [didn’t 


‘Squeaky shopping cart piled with care. I was having too much fun. 


Roald Dahl, Judy Blume and Lois 


‘ABNKKBSNPLAko?!” isa col- 


Lowry classics, I circled the book- lection of anecdotes from the school 
store again and again till I feltdizzy. life of Bob Ong, the author. It is a 
It was during this shopping spree Satirical look at campus existence — 
that first came across the slim green from kindergarten to college 


book in the Filipiniana section. 


The topic is nothing. It’s been 


“ABNKKBSNPLAko?!” The under our noses the whole time. 
letters screamed at me from the The language is simple and conver- 


cover. I almost walked away, dis- Sational. What makes the book such 
missing it as another one of those a hit is that it’s reality. The scenes 
ungrammatical text message joke hit so close to home that they seem 
books. But almost as if it had a life to jump out of the pages. Anyone— 
of its own, my right hand reached absolutely anyone, from your yaya 
out and grabbed the book off the who only finished first grade to your 

lolo who became a lawyer—can re- 
“Grade 2. Section 1. Isang araw, late to his stories. Ong's dedication 


shelf. I opened the first page. 


buwan ng Hunyo, sa isang public pretty much sums up the target au- Sting People to listen. 


elementary school: Hinati "yung dience of this book: “Para sa: mga 
canteen, ‘yung kalahatingroomna- guro, mag-aaral, dating mag-aaral, 
min, Siguro mga 40 pupils kami, ayaw mag-aral, drop-out, kick-out, 
39 lang ang upuan, at 30 lang ang transferee, cross-enrolled at honor 


ayos. Siyam ang magtitiyaga samga students.” 
gumigewang na salumpuwit. Isa 
ang araw-araw na makikipag-Trip 
to Jerusalem. Ako *yun.” 


I's very, very Filipino. 
The book may strike a lot of peo- ; h 
ple as nothing but sheer entertain- OUt Ong's sharp wit. 


ment. Untrue. Ong cleverly sand- 
wiched very important lessons on our 
educational system and the people in 
it between hilarious stories. Readers read the book. You'll find a kin. 
would have nochoicebutgoonread- = dred soul in Ong. 

ing because they're already having 
too much fun. An ingenious way of 


The book is pure genius. I kept 
wondering to myself, why didn't I tional Bookstore, Bookmark, The 


think about doing that? Justraidyour Filipino Bookstore, Goodwill Book- 
memory cells, put everything down 


on paper—and voila! Younowhave store 
a book. Then again, forget that idea, 
‘The book wouldn't be the same with- 


If you're Filipino, if you want a 
good laugh, if you've ever set foot 
in school, if you've heard of school, 


Just one earth-shattering ques- 
tion, what is a Nutri Bun? 
Available at Powerbooks, Na- 


store and Merriam Webster Book- 


E-mail the author at p-a-m-m-y 
@gurlmail.com. 


Canned American TY shows 
that make viewing more interesting 


By Jason DOPLITO 
2bu! Correspondent 


BARRING cable channels, perhaps the most 
watched television station by teenagers is Studio 
23. The reason for this is its program lineup, 
‘which caters mostly to young people's taste buds. 
For example, the station has “Dawson's Creek,” 
a program that features four beautiful boys and 
girls who can discharge the most highfalutin 
oratorical lines in the face of their respective 
heartbreaks. Then there's “Charmed,” featuring 
three young ladies with the power to cast spells, 
which we can only dream of having. And of 
course, there's “Will & Grace,” the show that 
presents the goofy experiences of a loveless 
female and her gay flat mate. Recently, the 
channel has added more programs clearly 
catering to the young market. 2bU! gives its 
readers a rundown of some of them. 
‘Jack & Jill’ 

This show has been running for quite some 
time now, and so far, things haven't really moved 
on. Jacqueline Barrett (Amanda Peet), who's 
known as Jack, has just moved to New York 
after dumping her cheating fiancé right at the 
altar. While fixing up her things in her new 
apartment, she bumps into David Jillefsky (Ivan 
Sergei), who's nicknamed Jill, and sparks fly. 
But there’s a hitch, of course. Jill is in a 
relationship with someone who turns out to be 
the woman who helped Jack land her job. But 
then that was before. Now, Jack and Jill are 
together, not to get a pail of water, but to tread 
the many conflicts that come their way. For 
example, Jack has to make a sudden career shift 
from toy making to photography. Then there's 
Jill's ex who shows up one time in her apartment. 
‘And there are also Jill’s two best friends who 
seem to have no other problems but girls. 

At first, the show was quite engaging to 
watch, but nothing much has been happening 
since and so I have lost interest. However, 
considering the Filipino’s love for love and re- 
lationships, “Jack & Jill” has reaped fans who 
follow the couple’s life on TV. For everyone 
‘who's interested in catching up with the series, 
here's something to consider: Do it fast! The 
show has already been cancelled in the US and 
it’s official that no second season is coming up. 
And according to one website, the reason is that 
the “the ratings for the show were sucking canal 
water, big-time.” 

‘Bette 

This show may not really be for teenagers, but 
they can enjoy watching it nevertheless. Starring 
Bette Midler, the show is pretty much a spoof of 
the star's real-life drama. In the show, she is a 
singer and actress who has to face the reality that 
she's getting quite old in a world where Brimey 
Spears and Christina Aguilera dominate. In the 
pilot episode, Danny DeVito comes up to her and 
asks her to be a guest star in his show. Bette 
agrees, and the next day, Danny announces to the 
world that she’s playing his mother, Bette’s hus- 
band, daughter and manager go crazy trying to 
prevent Bette from hearing the news. At the same 
time, Bette realizes that she needs some “coping 
up” to do, and so she goes to a plastic surgeon 
and exercises to death, At one point, just to prove 
that she’s still cool, the actress does a jazz version 
of Kid Rock's “Bawitdaba.” 

Definitely, this is one show that shows a lot 
of promise. It’s somewhat an older version of 
~The Nanny.” i 


Studio 23 
has more 
aces up its 
sleeves— 
and we're 
not talking 
alone of 
‘Dawson's 


A LIGHTHEARTED romantic comedy about love and career in New York 


City 


“THE OTHERS.” A secret society of gifted people 


“Young Americans’ 

Having premiered two Saturdays ago, “Young 
Americans” is still a bit too new to be judged. 
But if the second episode is a sign of the things 
to come, then the show should better spice up its 
act. 

‘The current center among the characters here 
is Will Krudski (Rodney Scott), a middle-class 
guy who gets a scholarship into the revered 
halls of Rawley Academy, a prestigious New 
England boarding school. During the premiere, 
the show showed quite some skin, thanks to 
some great thinking by the scriptwriters. In 
Rawley Academy and a nearby private school 
for girls, the new school year is marked by 
tradition. Freshmen and women are asked to 
jump in the lake in their underwear. 

‘Other characters include Scott Calhoun (Mark 
Famiglietti), Bella Banks (Kate Bosworth), 
Hamilton Fleming (lan Somerhalder) and Jake 
Pratt (Katherine Moennig). So far, Willis having 
problems with his longtime friend, Finn, another 
local boy. Finn is jealous because Will is 
forgetting his baseball commitments. Finn also 
has the impression that Will is closer to Scott, a 
rich kid who also happens to be Will's room- 
mate, 

On the other side of the fence, Will is not 
only having problems with his baseball, but also 
with his rowing commitments at Rawiey. And 
he also has gotten sick of Scott, because, in his 
words, “You feel like you know me, but you 
really don’t,” or something like that. On yet 
another side of a three-sided fence, Scott falls in 
Jove with Bella who is out of his league (read: 
She's not rich). This doesn’t spark trouble with 
Scott, but rather with Bella's dad, who has 


BETTE Midler stars in 
her own comedy 
show. 


preconceived notions about Rawley boys. He 
thinks they're a bunch of users and society snobs. 

Perhaps to add some more dilemma to this 
already confusing setup, there's a cross-dressing. 
girl, Jake, who kisses Hamilton, who later thinks 
he's gay when he’s really not since Jake is really 
female. Whew! 

‘Tune in this Saturday to find out what happens 
next. And oh, this series lasted eight episodes in 
the US. 

‘The Others’ 

‘This TV program has yet to premiere on 
Studio 23, but I hope that they do get to do that 
fast. I saw its premiere episode in a private 
screening and I must say it’s absolutely fantastic. 
Writers and producers for “The Net” and “The 
X-Files” pooled their talents for this suspense 
thriller. 

Imagine a TV series that is a cross between 
“The Sixth Sense” and “What Lies Beneath.” 
“The Others” is about individuals who have 
extrasensory gifts and who use their abilities to 
help ordinary people (think Spirit Questors), The 
group is led by famed medium Elmer Greentree 
(Bill Cobbs). This secret society is trying to 
recruit Marian Kitt (Julianne Nicholson), who 
has been having several terrifying experiences 
with a ghost who died in her dorm room. At one 
point it showed up at, where else, their bathtub! 
Later on, they solved a mystery of a dead old 
‘man who wanted to give something to his living 
wife. 

‘The director of this film has a similar style 
with M. Night Shyamalan ("The Sixth Sense"), 
making this series more like a movie crammed 
into an hour. 

To Studio 23, please show this series at once! 
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“MSA UPCAT xan 


on July 22, 2001 
to test your academic preparedness for the actual test. 


| Cheateraascagyimpyess 


DERMATOLOGICAL SERVICES: 

+ ACNE I PIMPLE TREATMENT -WARTAÑD ° 

CYST REMOVAL + SKIN PIGMENTATION 

TREATMENT (MELASMA) CHEMICAL PEELING 

+ CRYSTAL BRASION + HAIR GROWTH AND SCALP 4 

‘TREATMENT + NON-SURGICAL FACELIFT «FACIAL CLEANSING W 

A special seminar on MENTAL MATH and TEST TAKING TECHNIQUES will be COLLAGEN INFUSION - OTHER COSMETIC SURGERY PROCEDURES 

conducted after the dry-run exam. MSA Quick Mara Review manual will be 

given to each participant. Registration fee of P1 200 for this program is welcome until July 20. 


JESA Acapemic ADVANCEMENT INSTITUTE 
315 Katipunan Ave., Loyola Heights Quezon City 
929-9159 929-9145 + 925-7544 + 435-6062 + 646-8243 + 850-6550 + 350.6551]] 


‘theDermatologicaCtinic 


Clinic Hours: Mon - Fri @ 10 am-7 pm- Sat@ 10am-5pm ` 
UG 34 Cityland 8 Condominium, 98 Sen. Gil Puyat., Makati City 


FOR INQUIRIES, CALL: ZB SB 4 = Besa 


New 
Clinique U 
Workshops 


Enroll now. And graduate to a whole new level of 
looking great. At Clinique's special beauty education 
course. Learn how to boost your makeup IQ, finesse 
your application aptitude. And pass with flying, 
flattering colours — and a classic, new look. 


Happening all this week. From now till July 31, 2001. 
‘Stop by Clinique, or call for an appointment. 


Extra Bonus 


With any 1,300 purchase, you are 
entitled to attend the Clinique U 
Workshops. Exclusively at Rustan's: 


+ Makati on July 20 & July 21 
* Shangri-La Plaza on July 28 


One seat per customer. Seat is limited. 
Book your appointment now. 


By PAM PASTOR 


NE look and I was in love. Who 
can forget that sleek exterior, 
the white polycarbonate case 

glistening in the light? I cradled my 
new baby with utmost care. Yes, Ihave 
anew baby—the Apple iBook. Before 
you start cursing me for my good luck, 
allow me to bring you (and me) back to 
reality. 

It’s not mine. It was lent to me for a 
week of testing. I will be saying good- 
bye to the iBook in barely a week. We 
will be together for seven measly days. 


With your attendance, receive a 
2-pc gift. One per customer, please. 


Day 1 

As promised, the iBook was in the car's back- 
seat when Mom picked me up from school that 
‘Tuesday night. I kept running my hands over 
the box. To say that I was excited would be a 
great understatement. I couldn't wait to get home. 

‘After what seemed like an eternity, I flopped 
onto the bed and took out everything from the 
box—the adapter, the CDs, the manual, etc. 
‘Then, there it was. Resting in its styrofoam nest 
was the iBook in all its 500 MHz glory. I opened 
the laptop and exhaled s-1-o-w-l-y. Wow. 

‘After a few seconds of gaping, I came crash- 
ing down to reality. 

‘Turning the iBook on was like venturing to 
‘an unknown land. As a loyal Windows nut, I felt 
‘completely clueless. No, correct that. I was com- 
pletely clueless. What to click, what to click, I 
muttered under my breath. What the hell, here 
we go, I thought to myself, as I took the OS 
plunge. 

Despite the many differences, figuring out 
how to use the iBook wasn’t all that difficult. 
Tured out that Apple has created a virtual Mic- 
rosoft office to service its Windows-trained us- 
ers. Good for me. 

The first thing I opened was the Word for 
‘Mac software, which I used to begin typing the 
first few sentences of this article. 

‘The version I was going to review was the 
base model with CD-ROM (P78,488) and 64 
MB of RAM, More expensive versions come 
with DVD-ROM players (P87,588), CD-R/CD- 
RW (P93,788) drives or the DVD-ROM/CD-R/ 
CD-RW drives (P111,888). 

‘The iBook I used was powered by OS 9.1 but 
the whole package includes a CD for an OS X 
upgrade. It was also powered for Ethernet and 
wireless networking use. 


Free 
My 1, who has als beer ily mildly 
ee ees course 


statement), curled up next to me and said, “Anak, b oo 
can I touch it, please?” And she gleefully prod- H 
ded the keys with her index finger. 

‘My uncle, who lives three floors above us, 
rushed down for a look, too. His penchant for 
making home movies made his fascination for 
iBook’s iMovie feature no big surprise. 

With this feature, you can edit clips that 


All the facts in an easy- 
reference format to build 
your skill, increase your 
knowledge, bone-up on 
what you've learned. 


3 Star Pupil 


you've taken with your digital video camera 
and tum them into movies by adding transi- 
tions, animated titles, visual effects and a sound- 
track. You can then export the finished project 
back to your DV camera or turn it into a 
QuickTime file that you could share with your 
friends, 

‘Another feature that captured my uncle's fan- 
cy was the “speakable” commands, which is 
something we still have to work on. It was hi- 
Jarious to see him bellowing at the laptop, “Emp- 
ty trash!” only to be completely ignored, 

‘When I finally got time alone with my baby, 
I decided to check out its iTunes feature. I started 
listening to Chapter 1 of the fourth book in the 
“Harry Potter” series and the Barenaked Ladies. 
Although the new iBook has two speakers (the 
old iBook only had one), the sound could still 
be a little louder, 

After trying out a few other features, I de- 
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The Expert's knowledge can improve your 
makeup skills. Some school supplies: 
Turnaround Cream, 30ml, P=1,875. 
Superbalanced Makeup, 30ml, P*1,100. 
Pair of Shades Eye Shadow Duo, 3.49, 
7880. Liquid Lipstick SPF15, 5.6g, "725. 


Exclusively available at 


U 


* Makati, Tel. No: 8943521 
* Shangri-La Plaza, Tel. No: 633 4636 local 112 
* Alabang, Tel. No: 850 5561 local 118 
* Cebu, Tel. No: 231 5641 


CLINIQUE 
Allergy Tested. 
100% Fragrance Free. 
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Level 1, Glorietta 2, Ayala Center, Makati 
Tel No, 892 3166 
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ANIMAL CRACKER 


BY FRED WAGNER 


A. LIPIN 


BY JESS ABRERA 


GUSTO KO FEELING 


TALL AKO SA 


PUGAD BABOY 


FEELING TALL , HINDI 
LOOKING TALE IGRI 


‘STILL STICKING TO YOUR 
DIET I SEE! 


SHERMAN'S LAGOON 


BABY BLUES 


HOW ARE YOU 
GETTING ALONG. 


WITH THOSE PIGEONS 


FROM NEW YORK? 


THEY SAID 
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BY EUGENIA LAST 


BORN ON THIS DA) 


yy: Don’t let emotions 


don’t be afraid to do your own thing. Separate your perso 


lizabeth McGovern, Hume Cronyn, John Glenn, Steve Forbes, Vikki Carr 
dvancement this year. Listen to the advice being offered, but 


and professional life if you want to get ahead, and deal with 


personal issues immediately, The longer you let things go or fester, the harder it will be to reconcile, Your numbers: 10, 21, 


29, 33, 38, 47 


ARIES (March 21-April 
19): Travel will be in your 
best interests. Getting to- 
gether with friends and 

meeting new people will bring valu- 

able information and spark some in- 


© 
USS} give more than you're 


TAURUS (April 20-May 
20): You may be asked to 


GEMINI (May 21-June 
20): Changes in how you 
‘make your living are evi- 
dent. You can pick up ad- 
ditional skills or information through 
books, apprenticeships or listening to 
those with more experience. 
government agencies or 


© 
large corporations to com- 


plete pending and possibly secret m 
ters. Do not trust co-workers with i 
portant or personal information. 


CANCER (June 21-July 
22): Deal with institutions, 


JAILY CROSSWORD 


ACROSS 
1 Grook lottor 


5 Spoke and 
spoke 


10 Grade sch. 


14 Light beige 
15 Tum inside out 


16 Hinds muse 


17 Photographer's 
Instruction? 


20 Boattio or Blyth 


21 Merits 
22 Last movement 


ofa sonata 
23 Shunio 


destination: 
abbr, 


24 Veniilate 


25 Banker's 
instruction? 


34 Port noar 
Belfast 


35 Period alter 
Mardi Gras 


36 Actross Long 
37 Clear tho tapo 


By Philip J Andi 


38 Netter Rep. BY ERID Om 


nor Dem, 

39 Exhausted 

41 PC kay 

42 Oxford or pump 

43 Puny 

44 Tailors 
Instruction? 

48 Spat 

49 First of a count 

50 Word betore X 
or PG 

53 Filthy money? 

56 Exisied once 

80 Bricklayers 
Instruction? 

62 Streak of ore 

563 Actress Dunne 

64 — mator 

65 Paid playors, 
for short 

86 Faclitated 

67 Track gathering 


DOWN 

1 Lugosi or 
Bartok 

2 MBA class 

8 Disney soil 

4 Diving 
shorabied 

5 Discuss again 


68 Declare 

7 Light gas 

8 Ropast 
remnants 

9 Ultimate 
‘degree 

10 Mistakes 

11 Mown grass 

12 I sayl 

143 Actross Virginia 

18 Examination 
subject 

19 Southernmost 
Groat Lake 

23 County hotels 

24 Siomward 

25 Dreary 

26 Singor Stove 

27 Pontticate 

28 Yale or Root 

29 Mister in 
Madrid 

30 Machu Picchu 
locala 

31 Unable to act 

32 Wid dog 

33 Devoured 

39 Patite piano 

40 Faulless 

42 Pon dame 


48 Primps 

46 "Star Wars” 
character 

47 Like soma 
vipers 

50 invitation lottars 

51 Copycat 

52 Small musical 
combo 


53 Turkish money 

54 Westar tibe 

55 Pitcher David 

56 Arties 

57 Pinnacle 

58 Game played 
with 32 cards 

60 Kick the buckat 

61 Cured pork 


LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): 
Be patient with children or 
those younger and less ex- 


fe} 
nal 
perienced. You can help 


organize fund-raising events that will 


benefit those in need. 

=e) 

© your hands could lead to 
disputes with your mate. 

Plan a busy day and leave little room 

for discussion. Talking will only lead 


to discord. 

re 

® | lenged. Life has become 
slightly monotonous. Look 

at activities that promise to be stimu- 

lating and demanding. You can test 

your strength and endurance and at- 

tract companions. 


VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 
22): Too much time on 


LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
22): You need to be chal- 


a| SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 
@| 20: Tte eare ofine nests 
(Rw of oder family members 
Be sure to Took carefully 
at any investments that are presented 
Don't let others talk you into spending 
money you can't afford to part with. 


ITTARIUS (Nov. 22- 
Dee. 21): You may have to 
do something special if 
you want to redeem your- 
self in the eyes of your lover. Make 
romantic plans that are sure to entice 
your mate. Compassion will be a must 
[Ø] CAPRICORN (Dec. 22- 
Jan. 19): Disagreements 
1B} With close friends or co- 
workers will be mentally 
debilitating. Don’t bother arguing; just 
Jet them do their own thing and get on 
with yours. 


X] AQUARIUS (ln. 20-Feb. 


LA 


Birthday Baby: Your versatility gives 
you the ability to change your mind 
and direction immediately in all that 
you pursue. Your grent mind and ex- 
cellent memory wil help tremendously 
in trying to reach your life goals., 
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By VERONICA B. 
AND AILEEN J. LOPEZ 
2bU! Correspondents 


A TRIP to the movie house these days does not only 
mean watching a film. Paying P50 or more does not 
only entitle you to a movie ticket but a chance to 
appreciate a highly improved “surround sound sys- 
tem,” a clear wide screen, ergonomically designed 
chairs with convenient cup holders and snacks from 
theater boys roaming around as well. And when you 
step out of the cinema, you have the whole mail to 
enjoy for the rest of the day. 

But movie houses are not just to be found in 
upscale malls, Off-mall movie houses still exist, 
which feature second-run films at lower-priced tick- 
ets. Recently, we decided to check out (wo “second- 
run” and “double-run” movie houses in Quiapo. 

Tt was a scorching Tuesday aflemoon when we 
checked out these cinemas on Quezon Boulevard, 
We zeroed in on a signage of Globe Cinema, which 
has lost its luster probably due to the emissions from 
jeepneys speeding by. The movie house is situated 
in an old building, a stone's throw from Quiapo 
Church. Street hawkers on sidewalks sell stuff from 
cellular phone cases to boy band posters. Establish- 
‘ments selling steaming goto and mami and buy-and- 
sell booths stand next fo the cinema, 

‘The movie house is like a spacious, stylish *50s 
mansion with wide wooden stairs. We had been 
standing there for a Jong time when we heard a 
woman beside the ticket Booth call out to us, “Ano 
yon?” We explained that we were writing an article 
‘on old movie houses, and we asked her if we could 
feature this one. She didn’t answer right away and 
warily looked at us. Sensing her hesitation, we as 
sured her that we were not from City Hall. Upon 
hearing this, she readily agreed to answer our ques- 
tions. 

Built in 1956, the cinema was originally owned 
by Americans who sold it later to some Chinese 
businessmen. “Dati first-run cinema *to,” she said, 
Tooking a litle pensive. But with the proliferation of 

tall theaters, she explained that it became increas- 
ingly difficult to keep up with them so; the owners 
resorted to showing second-run movies. They would 
have to wait several months afler the movie's first 
rnin before they could show it. So ticket prices were 
markedly reduced: P30 for balcony and P25 for or- 
cchestra. For the price of one ticket. moviegoers also 
{got to see another film, thus the term “double-run.” 

It was a slow day as only a few people bought 
tickets on the day of the interview. She laughingly 
replied, “Hindi, ganyan na lang talaga ngayon. 
However, when asked how much they usually made 
in one day, she clammed up, saying she was not 
allowed to disclose such information, otherwise, she 
would lose her job. 


Second-run actors 
We bought our tickets and proceeded to the bal- 
cony section with Manang following closely behind, 
flashlight in hand. Two big curtains covered the 
‘entrance to the balcony. We were greeted by a blast 
of hot, rancid air from giant electric fans making it 
almost difficult to breathe. The stench of the comfort 


NOT THE TELECOM. Globe Cinema is a 
stylish "50s mansion with wide wooden stairs. 


room was terrible. We sat on the edge of regular 
folding theater seats upholstered in cracked syn- 
thetic leather while clinging to our bulky bags and 
‘constantly-peering through endless rows of sagging 
seats with tattered covers. A shirtless guy was jolted 
in his seat when the flashlight beamed in his direc- 
tion. The movie house was showing “Phantom of the 
Opera” and a Pinoy nude flick whose lead star is a 
has-been heartthrob who has seen better celluloid 
‘years, With occasional vertical white lines appearing 
fn the screen (proof that the film had already been 
shown a few times in first-run cinemas) and the 
projector clicking behind us. we felt like we were 
transported to another time when films were only a 
pastime. Onscreen, Julian Sands was getting a bes- 
tial fix from a swarm of rats that were climbing all 
over him. We fidgeted in our seats. The movie was 
appropriate to the theater's seedy environment. 
Meanwhile, our guide was comfortably ensconced 
in her chair and appeared to have fal'za asleep. 

‘The orchestra was a bit cramped, its seats smaller 
and closer to each other, where more people were 
seated. At the end of the English language film, the 
Pinoy flick immediately started without intermis- 
sion. While it was showing. people were milling 
about, looking at us, probably wondering what two 
wide-eyed women were doing—one of them with a 
camera hanging from her neck—standing awkwardly 
and looking as though they had been thrown into the 
lion's den. We worried for a minute that we would 
be harassed by one of the men milling around. We 
searched for other women but couldn’t find any. We 
decided to leave. 


Find out what's in store for your love life with zed horoscope plus. Use your 
cell phone to get a daily love horoscope or personal zodiac sign logo at the 
touch of a button. You can also check out career tips (keyword: CH <SIGN>), 
our daily survival guide for teens (keyword: TH <SIGN>) plus advice with girl 
power (keyword: FH <SIGN>) or a macho kick (keyword: MH <SIGN>). 
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We passed by the ladies’ rest room and decided 
to check it out, too. Interestingly, it resembled the 
komfor room of an equally old and legendary Chi- 
ese restaurant on Banawe Street 
which i sull famous for its mam 
Siopao. The large shutters opened to the street out- 
Side and the sunlight streaming through it momen- 
{arly made you forget thal you were inside a mor 
theater As an afterthought, we asked Manang if 
their customers were usually men, The answer was 
Yes. She hastened to add that a couple of years back, 
When they still had air conditioning, colegialas 
Would come accompanied by older men who would 
Inter be seen handing out a wad of bills right in the 
cinema's lobby. "Bale, pang-matrikulana nila yon.” 
She explained. 
Surviving the times 
‘Across the street from Globe is Times Theater, 
built in 1936. Romulo Oporto has worked there as a 
security guard for 28 years. Living upto its name, 
the theater has literally survived the times. from 
“peace time” alter World War 1 to the Japanese 
occupation, to World War Il and the recent political 
‘pheavals. Originally owned by Don Ramon Arane- 
ta, it was transformed into a garrison for prisoners 
daring the Japanese occupation. “Dati, narra pa yung 
mga upuan. parang sa simbahan. Pero maliban 
do'n. wala nang nabago dito,” Mang Romulo 1e- 
Calis. He obviously takes pride in having witnessed 
Times" better years. "Nagsw-shooting pa nga si Dol- 
phy dito mmg arane.” he says. His enthusiasm rubbed 
Off on us so we inspected the wall paneling. It was 
made of narra, rich and deep brown in color, pol- 
ished and gleaming with age. I reminded us of vin- 
rently. the building had been spared 
during the war. The marble floor 
is sil intact, We squinted to look for even a tiny 
ack; there was none. The steel, accordion-style 
gate blackened by soot and grime has been stripped 
Df its original red paint but it's well-oiled and func- 
toning the way it did more than half a century ago. 
Unlike Globe Cinema, Times has managed to 
maintain its air conditioners. I's also cheaper (P25 
for orchesra). Inside, the air 


‘pay as Mang Romulo was only too happy to show us 
around. The place was packed; rows and rows of 
heads were illuminated by a beam of light flickering 
from the projection room right above us. It was 

and a foreign bold flick, which 


Forget 
surround 
sound, Taters 
and 
ergonomics. 
Two brave 
2bU! 


correspondents 


check out the 


grimy cinemas 


of Quiapo 


PATRONS pick out movies they can watch for 
only P25, 


easily drew an SRO crowd. 

We saw a middle-aged couple enter. We learned 
from Mang Romolo that their customers ranged from 
entire families to coeds who came in groups. “Syem- 
pre, nagtitipid na sila ngayon. Magkano ba ang sine 
sa SM? Singkwenta, mahal na yon,” he explains. 
Despite the steady stream of customers, Mang Ro- 
mulo is still not optimistic about the future of the 
‘Times theater and other second-run cinemas today. 
He points to pirated compact discs as the main cause 
of the movie houses’ slow death. With the availabi- 
lity of pirated video cassettes sold at very low prices, 
some people go to Quiapo only to buy the latest 
movies on VCD, which they can watch in the com- 
fort of their homes. 

We thanked Mang Romulo’as we prepared to 
leave. We looked at Times one last time and saw 
beyond the grime and soot the grandeur and beauty 
of its walls, its sweeping staircase and the baluster 
Avith its intricate laticework. We have let these grand 
old movie houses rot and die, carrying with them 
part of our distinct heritage. 
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cided to give it a rest. Seems like switch- 
ing from Windows to Mac would take a lot 
of getting used to. 

Day 2 

Wanting to get to know my new friend 
better, I went online and tried to find out 
everything I could. I went home armed 
with a thick sheaf of papers full of in- 
formation on the “icebook,” as some peo- 
ple have gotten around to calling it. 

When I got to the house, without even 
changing my clothes, I grabbed the iBook 
and settled back with it. I love my old 
desktop with a passion, but being able to 
bring the laptop to any part of the house 
is a major bonus for me. That night, 

1 watched old episodes of “Friends” 


inthe living room while playing with Lactate direnac 


the laptop. 

‘Switching from my trusty old mouse to the 
‘trackpad was a breeze. In fact, the trackpad seems 
to be more “obedient” than my old Microsoft 
friend. 

My brother wanted to paw on it—I put my 
foot down. He settled for borrowing my silver 
fuse earrings instead. 

T am falling more and more in love with the 
iBook. And, in the United States, a lot of people 
have, too. I'm not surprised. There’s more than 
enough reason. 


Day3 

‘The iBook has a perfect theme for me— 
Grape Mission. My wallpaper is purple, my 
scrolls are violet, my highlights are lavender— 
everything is just perfect. 

The default resolution—1,204 x 768—might 
be a bit too small for people with poor eyesight 
but it was great for me. Oversized fonts and 
extra large icons just don’t seem to go well 
with the svelte icebox. Thank God for 
my good eyes. 

Tried to create a PowerPoint 
presentation about my website 
and I began my school paper 
on “human interest.” The #4 
iBook was becoming more 
and more useful. 


Day 4 
Since the iBook has 
been reputed to be the 
“backpack” laptop 
and since its highest 
selling point is its 
portability (meaning it 
can take a few bumps 
here and there and prom- 
ises to be impact-resistant), I de- 


GAES 


By Jason DOPLITO 
2bU! Correspondent 


AM a “computer hoarder,” says a dear 
correspondent. A long queue would have to 
form behind me before I relinquish my place 

in front of the PC. I guess my dear colleagues 
would understand if I were writing an article or 
anything as important. However, one glance at 
the computer screen would make them think of 
pushing me off the chair. And being true to 
myself, I would have to pass the blame to coffee- 
breakarcade.com, perhaps the greatest online 
game site created for people like me. 

I discovered this amazing website when I 
had exhausted the possibilities of Intemet us- 
age. There was nothing exciting about chatting 
anymore. I had seen the same things on my 
favorite sites over and over again, and um, nu- 
ity just wasn’t exciting. I typed “online games” 
under the search engine of Yahoo! and there 
appeared the amazing site together with others. 

‘The games site is divided into six categories: 


Classic, Cool, Sports, Shooting, Racing and Ca- f 


sino. 
Classic 

Under the Classic lineup, there's “Who Wants 
to Be a Millionaire?” Supported by the official 
site of the famous game show, this game is easy 
to download and play. Instructions are use 
friendly, so there’s no need to “phone a frien 
with this one. It's a good way to practice one’s 
skill before joining the real deal in the local 
franchise show. Though the questions tend to 
lean toward American culture, I think the game 
is still good enough to spend time. 

Other classic games include card games like 
Solitaires and Hearts, board games like Back- 
gammon and Chess, Pinball, Puzzle and Maze 
(think Pacman). 

The Cool game category can be a bit shallow 
for my taste, but it's not all nonsense. Take, for 
‘example, the game “Don't Kill Kenny,” which 
our 2bU! chief loved so much. Here's the run- 
down of the game: dear Kenny of "South Park” 
is under attack by friends who have suddenly 
gone insane, namely Cartman, Kyle and Stan. 
‘The player must help Kenny elude the knives 
being thrown at him by controlling the mouse. 
According to the site, you shouldn't kill Kenny 
because “he is too young to die.” A bit stupid, 
yes, but this game, and othets under the cat- 
‘egory, can generate a few laughs. 

If you want a bit more of a challenge, try the 
Shooting category, which has the Tank Hunter 
game. The effects of this game are pretty okay 
as you are given a three-dimensional perspec- 
tive of your surroundings. Your goal is to com- 
plete as many missions as possible by meeting 
the criteria given by the computer. As the game 
suggests, you are to hunt down “Super Tanks,” 
which can be mean cheaters at times. 


nena 


cided to give ita test. A major one. 

Feeling a bit nervous, I got one of my stur- 
dier backpacks—a blue egg-shaped one —and 
slid the iBook in, Its compact size (11.2” x 9.1" 
x 1.35") makes it an easy fit. It’s only slightly 
larger than a piece of short bond paper. 

Then I began my difficult commute from 
Manila to Makati—three jeepney rides and one 
long bus ride, eager to see if we would survive 
in two pieces. 

When they said that the iBook was portable, 
they weren't kidding. I didn’t even notice the 
extra load on my back since I'm used to lugging 
around heavy books. The iBook is only 4.9 
pounds, 2 pounds lighter than the old model. 
From the church office to my boyfriend's band 
practice, carrying it around was no problem. 

The most difficult part of the journey was 

walking in Quiapo with the 
knowledge that I was 
carrying an expensive 
gadget on my back. But 
the fact that no one else 
knew that helped a lot 
The iBook, aside 
from being portable, 
features-packed and 
convenient, is quite 
a looker, too. Heck, 
even the adapter 
looks damn good. 
It turned heads 
everywhefe. Ap- 
peal-wis 


winner. My 

boyfriend prac- 

tically ignored 

ome as he fiddled 
with it. 


oy 


2a 


Its aesthetic qualities have had an ef- 
fect on me, too. The crisp snowy white 
may look really good, but it makes the 
laptop more prone to scratches. I've found 
myself constantly polishing the case with 
my handkerchief to avoid any nicks. 

‘That night, I made my first attempt to 
go online using the iBook. I failed. I had 
no idea how to configure my prepaid ISP 
for Mac use. And since it was 3 a.m., 
calling customer service was unthinkable. 


Day 5 
1 woke up with one thought in mind—I 
‘would go online using the iBook, no mat- 
ter what it took. I made one attempt. And 
another. And another. Finally, I decided 
to ask for help. It was 1 p.m. and my 
ISP's customer service hotline just 
kept ringing and ringing. (Yes, 


H saad Philworld, I'm talking about you.) 
= Sine thecal 


Ugh. I decided to quit just before I 
started breaking things. I went back 
to using my desktop the entire day. 


Day 6 

My genius of a cousin, Chrissie, finally fig- 
ured out how to go online. We used remote 
‘access instead of the “Get me on the Internet” 
link on the desktop. The 56K modem is really 
fast. I was way impressed. 

During our last night together, my baby and I 
did a lot of exploring. We went halfway around 
the world. We played games at coffeebreak- 
arcade.com, posted in the threads at pinoy- 
exchange.com, sent e-mail to friends, researched, 
watched movie clips and visited websites that 
usually require ample downloading time. (That 
was no sweat for the iBook.) 

‘Using QuickTime, I watched Barbie’s Cra- 
dle’s new VCD. The picture was sharp when 
using the default screen size—not really a big 
surprise since the iBook “supports millions of 
colors.” But when the screen is maximized, the 
picture isn't as clear. 

‘When my eyes couldn't take any more strain, 
1 finally gave it a rest. I carefully packed the 
iBook up, adapter and all, and placed it back in 
the box, making sure it was ready to be returned. 


Day7 
Before leaving the house, I bia my friend 
goodbye. When I got home, the iBook was gone. 


Epilogue 

‘The author has gone back to using her desktop 
PC. Once in a while, though, she still stares out 
the window, pining for the iBook that was once 
hers. 


E-mail the author at p-a-m-m-y@ gurimail. 
com. 
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Coffeebreakarcade.com 
is the Olympics 
of the worldwide Net 


Shooting bugs 

Other games include Bugs (where you shoot, 
well, bugs), Pinkslip Panic! (where you shoot me- 
mos at workers whom you wish to terminate) and 
Buming Metal 3D (which looks like a promising 
game, though I haven't played it because it takes 
ages to download.) 

‘The Sports category is probably my most fa- 
vorite site probably because of its Tennis game. I 
discovered it at the height of the Wimbledon tour- 
nament, and so I imagined myself as Goran Ivani- 
sevic. If you have the Macromedia Shockwave, 
this game, as well asthe other games supported by 
‘Shockwave, is a breeze to download. You are given 
a choice to play either two players: a male and 
female, The female (in this game only) moves 
quite slowly, so its better to select “male.” 

‘The instructions are easy to follow, and once 
you get the hang of controlling your player, it'll be 
easy to lose yourself in the game, Here's a bonus: 
your opponent is no chester. He's not too hard to 
engage, but not too easy to beat, either. So that 
makes the game even more enjoyable. 

T've also tried Board’n, in which you take to the 
streets on your skateboard as you do some stunts 
while jumping over obstacles. What can I say? 
T've never completed a course. Perhaps you can try 
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taking on this one. 

‘The Bowling game can be a bit boring and the 
same goes with the Snowboarder. If you're a fan of 
football, hockey and basketball, there are specific 
games for you. 

Racing game 

Another game that helped me overcome bore- 
dom was Gamers Race 3D. It's a racing game that 
put not only my hands and fingers to extreme 
exercise, but my ability to spew out cuss words as 
well. Computer racers in this game can be mean 
cheaters, what with their ability to pop up from 
behind you despite the big lead you’ ve started. But 
then again, it just adds up to the challenge. There 
are three courses for each game, and they tend to 
be tiring especially if you've already memorized 
the twists and tums-of the tracks. However, the 
perk of this game may be in the downloading; 
there's a simple game you can play while waiting 
‘And, while other games take decades to download, 
‘Gamers is ready to roar in five minutes or less. 

‘The M&M Crazy Carts is another racing game 
you may find enjoying, The cute characters spun 
irom the chocolate candies are ready to give you a 
fast-paced race. But it takes a while to get the hang 
of controlling these weenies, which is the reason 
why I've never gotten past Course 3. 

For the gamblers out there, here’s the safest 
way to fulfil the adrenaline rush for betting. The 
Casino category boasts of games like BlackJack, 
Roulette, Slots, Poker and Craps. You would need 
Java to download most of these games. 

If these games still don't make you salivate, 1 
don't know what else will. As for me, this site is so 
good that I'm swearing it off for a month. I've 
become a “Coffecbreakarcade Addict.” 
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cided to give it a rest. Seems like switch- 
ing from Windows to Mac would take a lot 
of getting used to. 

Day 2 

Wanting to get to know my new friend 
better, I went online and tried to find out 
everything I could. I went home armed 
with a thick sheaf of papers full of i 
formation on the “icebook,” as some peo- 
ple have gotten around to calling it. 

‘When I got to the house, without even 
changing my clothes, I grabbed the iBook 
and settled back with it. I love my old 
desktop with a passion, but being able to 
bring the laptop to any part of the house 
is a major bonus for me. That night, 

I watched old episodes of “Friends” , 
in the living room while playing with È- 
the laptop. 

‘Switching from my trusty old mouse to the 
trackpad was a breeze. Infact, the trackpad seems 
to be more “obedient” than my old Microsoft 
friend 

My brother wanted to paw on it—I put my 
foot down. He settled for borrowing my silver 
fuse earrings instead. 

Tam falling more and more in love with the 
iBook. And, in the United States, a lot of people 
have, too. I'm not surprised. There’s more than 
enough reason. 


Day 3 

The iBook has a perfect theme for me— 
Grape Mission. My wallpaper is purple, my 
scrolls are violet, my highlights are lavender— 
everything is just perfect. 

‘The default resolution—1,204 x 768—might 
be a bit too small for people with poor eyesight 
but it was great for me. Oversized fonts and 
extra large icons just don’t seem to go well 
with the svelte icebox. Thank God for 
my good eyes. 

[tried to create a PowerPoint 
presentation about my website 
and I began my school paper 
on “human interest.” The 
iBook was becoming more 
and more useful. 


Day 4 
Since the iBook has 

been reputed to be the 

“backpack” laptop d 

and since its highest © 

selling point is its 

portability (meaning it 

can take a few bumps 

here and there and prom- 

ises to be impact-resistant), I de- 


GAZES 


By JASON DOPLITO 
2bU! Correspondent 


AM a “computer hoarder,” says a dear 
correspondent. A long queue would have to 


form behind me before I relinquish my place ¥ 


in front of the PC. I guess my dear colleagues 
would understand if I were writing an article or 


anything as important. However, one glance at $ 


the computer screen would make them think of 
pushing me off the chair. And being true to 


myself, I would have to pass the blame to coffee- 


breakarcade.com, perhaps the greatest online 
game site created for people like me. 

1 discovered this amazing website when I 
had exhausted the possibilities of Internet us- 
age. There was nothing exciting about chatting 
anymore. I had seen the same things on my 
favorite sites over and over again, and um, m 
dity just wasn’t exciting. I typed “online games 
under the search engine of Yahoo! and there 


appeared the amazing site together with others. f 


‘The games site is divided into six categories: 
Classic, Cool, Sports, Shooting, Racing and Ca- 
sino. 

Classic 

Under the Classic lineup, there's “Who Wants 
to Be a Millionaire?” Supported by the official 
site of the famous game show, this game is easy 
to download and play. Instructions are user- 
friendly, so there’s no need to “phone a friend”? 
with this one. It's a good way to practice one’s 
skill before joining the real deal in the local 
franchise show. Though the questions tend to 
Jean toward American culture, I think the game 
is still good enough to spend time. 

Other classic games include card games like 
Solitaires and Hearts, board games like Back- 
gammon and Chess, Pinball, Puzzle and Maze 
(think Pacman). 

The Cool game category can be a bit shallow 
for my taste, but it's not ail nonsense. Take, for 
example, the game “Don't Kill Kenny,” which 
‘our 2bU! chief loved so much. Here’s the run- 
down of the game: dear Kenny of “South Park” 
is under attack by friends who have suddenly 
gone insane, namely Cartman, Kyle and Stan. 
‘The player must help Kenny elude the knives 
being thrown at him by controlling the mouse. 
According to the site, you shouldn't kill Kenny 
because “he is too young to die.” A bit stupid, 
yes, but this game, and others under the cat- 
egory, can generate a few laughs. 

If you want a bit more of a challenge, try the 
Shooting category, which has the Tank Hunter 
game. The effects of this game are pretty okay 
as you are given a three-dimensional perspec- 
tive of your surroundings. Your goal is to com- 
plete as many missions as possible by meeting 
the criteria given by the computer. As the game 
suggests, you are to hunt down “Super Tanks,” 
which can be mean cheaters at times. 


cided to give it atest. A major one. 

Feeling a bit nervous, I got one of my stur- 
dier backpacks—a blue egg-shaped one —and 
slid the iBook in. ts compact size (1 1.2” x 9.1" 
x 1.35") makes it an easy fit. It's only slightly 
larger than a piece of short bond paper. 

Then I began my difficult commute from 
Manila to Makati—three jeepney rides and one 
long bus ride, eager to see if we would survive 
in two pieces. 

When they said that the iBook was portable, 
they weren't kidding. I didn’t even notice the 
extra load on my back since I'm used to lugging 
around heavy books. The iBook is only 4.9 
pounds. 2 pounds lighter than the old model. 
From the church office to my boyfriend's band 
Practice, carrying it around was no problem. 

The most difficult part of the joumey was 

walking in Quiapo with the 
knowledge that 1 was 
carrying an expensive 
gadget on my back. But 
the fact that no one else 
knew that helped a lot 
The iBook, aside 
from being portable, 
features-packed and 
convenient, is quite 

a looker, too. Heck, 
even the adapter 
looks damn good. 

It turned heads 
everywheie. Ap- 
peal-wise, it is a 
hands-down 
winner. My 
boyfriend prac- 

tically ignored 


| Mig coren dage with ithe iB 


Its aesthetic qualities have had an ef 
fect on me, too. The crisp snowy wi 
may look really good, but it makes the 
laptop more prone to scratches. I've found 
myself constantly polishing the case with 
my handkerchief to avoid any nicks. 

‘That night, I made my first attempt to 
go online using the iBook. I failed. 1 had 
no idea how to configure my prepaid ISP 
for Mac use, And since it was 3 a.m., 
calling customer service was unthinkable, 


Day 5 
I woke up with one thought in mind. 
‘would go online using the iBook, no mat- 
ter what it took. I made one attempt. And 
another. And another. Finally, I decided 
to ask for help. It was 1 p.m. and my 
ISP's customer service hotline just 
kept ringing and ringing. (Yes, 
Philworld, I'm talking about you.) 
Ugh. I decided to quit just before I 
started breaking things. 1 went back 
to using my desktop the entire day. 


Day 6 

My genius of a cousin, Chrissie, finally fi 
ured out how to go online, We used remote 
access instead of the “Get me on the Internet” 
link on the desktop. The 56K modem is really 
fast, I was way impressed. 

During our last night together, my baby and I 
did a lot of exploring. We went halfway around 
the world. We played games at coffeebreak- 
arcade.com, posted in the threads at pinoy- 
exchange.com, sent e-mail to friends, researched, 
watched movie clips and visited websites that 
usually require ample downloading time. (That 
was no sweat for the iBook.) 

Using QuickTime, I watched Barbie's Cra- 
dle’s new VCD. The picture was sharp when 
using the default screen size—not really a big 
surprise since the iBook “supports millions of 
colors.” But when the screen is maximized, the 
picture isn’t as clear. 

When my eyes couldn’t take any more strain, 
1 finally gave it a rest. I carefully packed the 
iBook up, adapter and all, and placed it back in 
the box, making sure it was ready to be returned, 


Day7 
Before leaving the house, 1 bid my friend 
goodbye. When I got home, the iBook was gone. 


Epilogue 

“The author has gone back to using her desktop 
PC. Once in a while, though, she still stares out 
the window, pining for the iBook that was once 
hers. 


E-mail the author at p-a-m-m-y@ gurlmail. 
com. 


Besent Games 


ffeebreakarcade.com 
is the Olympics 
of the worldwide Net 


Shooting bugs 

Other games include Bugs (where you shoot, 
well, bugs), Pinkslip Panic! (where you shoot me- 
mos at workers whom you wish to terminate) and 
Burning Metal 3D (which looks like a promising 
‘game, though I haven't played it because it takes 
ages to download.) 

The Sports category is probably my most fa- 
vorte site probably because of its Tennis game. 1 
discovered it at the height of the Wimbledon tour- 
nament, and so I imagined myself as Goran Ivani- 
sevic. If you have the Macromedia Shockwave, 
this game, as well asthe other games supported by 
Shockwave, is a breeze to download, You are given 
a choice to play either two players: a male and 
female. The female (in this game only) moves 
quite slowly, so it’s better to select “male.” 

‘The instructions are easy to follow, and once 
‘you get the hang of controlling your player, it'll be 
easy to lose yourself in the game. Here's a bonus: 
your opponent is no cheater. He's not too hard to 
‘engage, but not too easy to beat, either. So that 
makes the game even more enjoyable. 

I've also tried Board'n, in which you take to the 
streets on your skateboard as you do some stunts 
while jumping over obstacles. What can 1 say? 
I've never completed a course. Perhaps you can try 
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taking on this one. 

The Bowling game can be a bit boring and the 
same goes with the Snowboarder. If you're a fan of 
football, hockey and basketball, there are specific 
games for you. 

Racing game 

Another game that helped me overcome bore- 
dom was Gamers Race 3D. I's a racing game that 
put not only my hands and fingers to extreme 
exercise, but my ability 10 spew out cuss words as 
well. Computer racers in this game can be mean 
cheaters, what with their ability to pop up from 
behind you despite the big lead you've started. But 
then again, it just adds up to the challenge. There 
are three courses for each game, and they tend to 
be tiring especially if you've already memorized 
the twists and tums of the tracks. However, the 
perk of this game may be in the downloading: 
there's a simple game you can play while waiting. 
‘And, while other games take decades to download, 
Gamers is ready to roar in five minutes or less. 

‘The M&M Crazy Carts is another racing game 
you may find enjoying. The cute characters spun 
from the chocolate candies are ready to give you a 
fast-paced race. But it takes a while to get the hang 
of controlling these weenies, which is the reason 
why I've never gotten past Course 3. 

For the gamblers out there, here's the safest 
way to fulfill the adrenaline rush for betting. The 
Casino category boasts of games like BlackJack, 
Roulette, Slots, Poker and Craps. You would need 
Java to download most of these games. 

If these games still don’t make you salivate, I 
don't know what else will. As for me, this site is $o 
good that I'm swearing it off for a month, I've 
become a “Cofftebreakarcade Addict." 


